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THE TWOFOLD COMING OF THE 

LORD. 



" Behold thy King cometh unto thee." — S» Matt, xxi. $. 



Ajy E will take these words as the text for our 
reading this week, because they are so very 
suitable to the Church's teaching at the present 
time, and are also taken out of the Gospel for 
last Sunday. The word Advent means comings 
and in the Collect for the week the Church 
brings before us two Advents of our Lord ; 
first, His coming into the world when he was 
bom a Little Child at Bethlehem; and secondly, 
His coming at the last Great Day to judge 
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both the quick (that is the living) and the dead. 
Now, during this season our duty is to prepare 
for these twa Advents, and in preparing well 
for keeping in memory His Coming to Beth- 
lehem at Christmas, we shall, as you will see, 
be best preparing also for His most awful 
Coming at the Last Day to judge the world. 
But what must this preparation be ? 

We may surely learn all we need in the 
teaching* of the Epistle and Gospel for this 
week. In the first, we read that the night 
is far spent and the day is at hand, and 
therefore that we are to cast off the works of 
darkness, and to put on the armour of light 
We are to walk honestly as in the day. To 
" owe no man anything but to love one an- 
other," and not to make provision for the flesh 
to fulfil the lusts thereof. These words, indeed, 
would have given us enough work for Advent, 
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if we had had none other. But the Gospel 
teaches us a still further lesson. We are there 
told, that when our Blessed Lord visited Jeru- 
salem, He was met with many outward honours, 
and great signs of rejoicing, and much crying 
of " Hosannah in the Highest ;" but when He 
went into the Temple, into the very hearty as it 
were, of the Holy City, what did He find 
there ? was all ready for Him ? had anything 
been prepared "i The songs of praise outside 
the Temple, might have led us to expect that 
inside the House of God all would be still more 
glorious. Alas ! in His Father's House, the 
House of Prayer, our Blessed Lord found the 
tables of the money-changers, and the seats of 
them that sold doves; there was buying, and 
selling, and profaneness within the very Courts 
of the Lord ; insomuch that Christ's own 
words were, "Ye have made it a den of 
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thieves!" What then did our Lord do? His 
people had not prepared for Him, nor put away 
their wickedness, so he overthrew all their 
works, and cast out them that bought and sold. 
All this seems to teach us a most awful lesson ; 
it seems to say to us, — "Your Lord will not be 
content with mere outward profession, but will 
search into your very hearts, and overthrow 
every work that displeases Him, and if you do 
not prepare and make ready for Him, will cast 
you out of His presence!" Now let us take 
another thought in order to help us to under- 
stand all this more fully. If some great prince 
were to send word to us that he was coming 
shortly amongst us, and that he would visit 
every one of us in our own homes, entering into 
every house and cottage, however humble, and 
leaving none unvisited, what should we do? 
Should we not clear away all that was unsightly. 
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cleanse all that was soiled, and set everything 
in the best possible order, so as to have all as 
seemly as could be, before our great visitor 
arrived ? And this is just what we are all called 
upon to do, especially this Advent, with regard 
to our souls. We are expecting a Great Prince, 
the greatest who can come to us, even Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And we must rise up and 
prepare for Him, if we would meet Him with joy, 
and in safety. For He will visit every one of 
us in the innermost temple of our hearts, and 
nothing shall be hidden from His all-searching 
eye. No mere cries of " Lord, Lord," will save 
us, but only that true preparation of heart which 
is the work of His Grace alone. This being so 
then, let us at once bestir ourselves ; at oncCy for 
another such opportunity may not be granted to 
us. Let us earnestly set about this work, 
taking, if possible, during these four weeks of 
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Advent, a special time for thought and prayer. 
Let us resolve to cast away everything we 
know to be displeasing to God, every unseemly 
work of darkness, and ask His Grace and Holy 
Spirit, to enable us the better to discover all 
that He would have us give up. Let us confess 
our sins, and ask forgiveness for the past, and 
help for the future, for Jesus Christ's sake, that 
we may not only have pardon, but grace to do 
better in the time to come. If we do this, the 
present Advent will be a time of great blessing 
to us, and we need not then fear the solemn, 
yet joyful words, " Behold thy King cometh 
unto thee," for we shall be expecting Him, and 
waiting for Him, and be of that happy number 
who love the appearing of their Lord. 



as 



Seconb SEteek in ^iivxt 

THE WORD OF GOD. 



** My Words shall npt pass away." — S. Luke xxi. 33. 



J AST week the Church's teaching led us 
especially to consider the two Advents of 
our Lord Je^s Christ, and how we are to pre- 
pare for them. Now if we have set about our 
preparation in earnest, we shall be all the more 
ready for the teaching of this week ; because 
we cannot be in earnest about religion, without 
being sooner or later driven, as it were, to the 
Word of God for comfort, and counsel, and en- 
couragement And it is to the Word of God 
that the Church teaching of this week especially 
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points. Our text, which is taken from the 
Gospel for last Sunday, brings before us a par- 
ticular characteristic of God's Word, namely, 
that it " shall not pass awayT This is both 
a very solemn and a very comforting truth. 
Solemn and inexpressibly awful to those who 
have slighted the warning voice of their Lord, 
and most comforting to those who have believed 
His Word and are preparing for Him. There 
are three things mentioned in the Collect, con- 
nected with the Bible, which we must especially 
notice. First, we are told that all Holy Scrip- 
ture is written for our learning; secondly, our 
prayers are directed to obtaining the grace of 
God to use His Word rightly ; and thirdly, we 
are instructed as to what should be the effects 
of our reading and study, namely, such patience 
and comfort of God s Holy Word, as may lead 
us to embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 
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hope of everlasting life, which He has given 
to us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Has the 
reading of God's Word hitherto had any such 
effect upon us ? Have we anything of this pati- 
ence, — anything of this blessed hope ? There 
is a very striking passage in one of S. Paul's 
Epistles, which may lead us to see how we 
might have a brighter and more assured hope 
than we now have. In the Epistle to the 
Romans he is speaking of how one grace 
follows another ; how patience leads to ex- 
perience, and experience to hope, " because," he 
adds, " the Love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto 
us." 

Now, our love to God is shewn forth by our 
love to one another, and it is this one particular, 
we will to-day consider as part of our Advent 
preparation. And if love is to be the chief 
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means by which we gain an assured and blessed 
hope, there is indeed reason to examine and 
humble ourselves before God ; and yet S. John 
sets so much value on this spirit that he writes, 
"We know that we have passed from death 
unto life because we love the brethren/' In 
the Epistle for this week the same lesson of 
charity or love is taught, but with a very touch- 
ing addition. We are to love as Christ has 
loved us. S. Paul breaks out in words which 
shew how earnestly he desired this spirit for his 
followers, — " Now the God of patience and con- 
solation grant you to be like minded one towards 
^M0\}5\^ according to Christ Jesus;'^ and again, 
" Receive ye one another, cls Christ also received 
us** O, what a lesson there is for us here, and 
how much need we have of it, where amongst 
us is this love, like unto the Love of Christ for 
us ! If we possessed it as we ought, we should 
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be loving and kind to all around us, even to 
those who treat us unkindly. In the Gospel 
for the week there is a very beautiful lesson 
taken from nature which will be understood by 
all of us, when considered as bearing on this 
question. It is intended to shew forth the 
teaching of those signs which our Lord said 
should appear before His coming, and which 
would shew that He was very near to His 
people, and about to bless those who were 
waiting for Him with His Presence. 

Now, we have been speaking of the chief 
sign of our spiritual life, which we should all 
long to possess, namely, the Love of God, 
shewn forth by loving-kindness to all around^ 
us ; and we shall find this parable of the " Fig 
tree and all the trees" makes the subject still 
more plain, and shews us yet further how wc 
may try ourselves. Do we not all think and 

c 
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know that winter is gone and summer nigh at 
hand, when we see the fresh green bursting 
forth from every hard bud, and brown and 
seemingly withered stem, so soon as the warm 
sunshine gives renewed life and freshness to 
all things ? And so, in like manner, we may 
know that the hard cold winter of. selfishness is 
passing away, and a more hopeful season at 
hand, when we see the effects of the spirit of 
love in the springing forth of kind words, and 
loving deeds, and forgiveness of injuries. Then, 
indeed, we may believe that Jesus is very near 
to us, and that the rays of His mercy have 
begun to shine in upon our souls. Let us, then, 
look especially to this during Advent, and at 
once put away everything contrary to this spirit 
of charity. If we do not, how shall we dare to 
keep Christmas as the Feast of Him Whose 
very Name is Love ? and how, above all, shall 
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we dare at the Last Great Day to meet our 
Judge, unless every unkind thought and deed 
be first put aside ? for " If ye forgive not men 
their trespasses neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses." " Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but My Words shall not pass away," 
saith the Lord, 



s 
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THE STEWARDSHIP OF ALL MEN, 



** It is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.*' 

I Cor. iv. 2. 



T T would seem, at first sight, that the message 
from the Church this week is one for the 
Ministers of the Gospel alone. We shall un- 
derstand more fully how the matter really 
stands as we go on. You will remember last 
week we spoke of the Word of God. Now, just 
as a sense of need and helplessness leads us to 
God s Word, so will a further desire for instruc- 
tion lead us to God's Ministers. And here we 
come to one part of our special lesson in this 
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week's teaching. Grod, indeed, as the Collect 
says, provides Ministers and Stewards of His 
Mysteries, and sends them now to prepare His 
way as He did in days gone by ; but the entire 
success of their message and their preaching 
must depend on how it is heard and received, 
and this for us is the great question, how are 
we hearing and receiving it ? 

Is there any change taking place in us, and in 
our lives, at all corresponding to the words of 
the Collect ? Are our disobedient hearts being 
turned and changed to the obedience of the 
just, so that we are going forward in that pre- 
paration which will make us an acceptable 
people when the Lord shall come ? O how 
sadly do we come short of this growth in grace ! 
We are too ready to be satisfied if we keep 
from any great sin, whereas we should not only 
keep from sin but be growing, day by day^ 
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better and better, as those beautiful words of 
Holy Scripture describe it, going " from strength 
to strength," shining " more and more unto the 
perfect day !"..." It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful." These are plain 
and solemn words for us all, especially at this 
season when we remember that there is a day 
at hand when the Lord will come to take ac- 
count of His servants. To take account of 
each one of us to whom He has said, " Occupy 
till I come." Perhaps some one may say, 
^' What have I to give account of to my Lord ? 
I am poor ; I have very little of this world's 
good ; I scarcely know how to live from day to 
day ; there can be but little that the Lord will 
require of me!" 

Well, be it so ; but even in these words you 
confess there is a ItUle He may require. Are 
you able to give account of that little? Be- 
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Sides, you, perhaps, forget something of your 
debt to God, and of that for which you must 
give an account. Let us speak of the great 
gift He gave you, when as a little child. He 
took you into His arms, put His hands upon 
you, and blessed you, by His minister in the 
Holy Sacrament of Baptism. In this blessed 
new birth He gave you His first Gift of Grace, 
and marking you as one of His Own sheep, 
with His Own maiic, the Sign of the Cross, the 
Good Shepherd took you into His Fold. Have 
you been faithful to Him ? Then as you grew 
up, He drew you once more closer to Himself, 
by his spirit when, in your Confirmation, you 
promised with your own mouth to be His for 
ever, even to your life's end. Are you keeping 
this promise.'^ Probably, at this time too, He 
led you to His still greater love, as shewn in 
the Gift of Holy Communion wherein He gave 



I 
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you the Heavenly Food of His Own most 
blessed Body and Blood, that you might be 
strengthened and refreshed on your journey 
through life ; how have you used this Gift ? 
Let us remember, "It is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful." Do any of us, 
even the poorest, now feel that he has little to 
account to God for ? And the Church bell 
every week, how has it been listened to ? Our 
daily mercies, have we thanked God for them ? 
Our whole lives, have we used them for God's 
service ? Remember all, rich and poor alike, 
are responsible to God for His gifts to them. 
In the Gospel for the week, we especially have 
the poor mentioned, " The poor have the Gospel 
preached to them." Thus it is for the poorest 
as well as the rich to consider, " How am I 
listening to that preaching ? how am I obeying 
it, and following my Master, Who thus through 
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liis ministers shews His love for me ? how am 
I using what my Lord has given me ? how can 
I give an account of my stewardship when 
I shall be no longer steward ? when He comes 
to settle accounts with me ? when He comes 
either to cast me off as unworthy, or to rejoice 
my heart with those blessed words, the reward 
of faithful service, — " Well done, good and 
faithful servant, . . . enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord ?" " It is required in stewards that 
a man be found faithful." " He that judgeth 
me is the Lord." 



s 



BEYOND JORDAN. 



" These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, 
where John was baptizmg." — S, John i. 28. 



T^HIS is the last time we shall meet together 
before we celebrate the Coming of our 
Blessed Lord to Bethlehem on Christmas Day. 
We might speak much more of our preparation, 
but we must rather to-day, I think, consider 
what point we ought to have gained in our 
readiness to meet our Lord. The Collect for 
this week is very beautiful. Again it seems to 
draw us a step onward. The last Sunday's 
teaching, you will remember, pointed us to the 
Ministers of God s Word, as to those who had 
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the special charge of His Mysteries, and vrho 
had a message to deliver to each one of us, re- 
minding us that we also are stewards, and that 
we must give an account of our stewardship. 
This week the Collect seems to break forth into 
a most longing cry for the Lord to come. It is 
the true cry of humble, contrite sorrow, which 
has taken the place of fear, because it is so truly 
penitent. It is the voice of such as have fol- 
lowed all the teaching of Advent, who believe 
all that has been spoken, and yet who see that 
so great is their unfitness for the Presence of 
the Lord, that He alone can fit them for It. 
So sure are they that He is coming, and that in 
His Coming will be their greatest happiness if 
they are ready for Him, that their earnest con- 
fession and supplication is, — " O Lord, raise up 
(we pray Thee) Thy power, and come among 
us, and with great might succour us ; that 
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whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are 
sore let and hindered in running the race that 
is set before us, Thy bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us." They 
plead that they may be heard, not for any good- 
ness of their own, for by this time they are fully 
aware they have nothing of their own to plead ; 
thus they ask it all " Through the satisfaction" 
which they know the Lord has made for them. 
O, if we have arrived at this temper of mind^ 
we may indeed go forward to the first lesson 
which the Epistle sets before us ; and though 
we be sorrowful, yet we may be " alway rejoic- 
ing," so be it, that it is, " in the Lord!' The 
Apostle who wrote this Epistle thought it 
necessary to warn as well as to exhort. He 
says, " Rejoice in the Lord alway ;" but adds, 
" Let your moderation be known unto all men." 
How truly and deeply moved by God's Holy 
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Spirit must his followers have been to need 
these words. How truly sorry, that they might 
be suffered to rejoice, how truly rejoicing, when 
it was necessary to exhort them to moderation. 
But •* The Lord is at hand," and every per- 
sonal consideration must be put aside in order 
rightly to welcome Him. This is the true 
secret of all blessing. We must forget our- 
selves. Truly penitent, truly loving, truly 
trusting we must be, in preparation for the 
Lord and for His service, and then we must 
forget all, — all but Him, His Service, His Will, 
His Presence. " Be careful for nothing," so 
long as you follow the direction of the conclu- 
sion of the passage — "but in everything, by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known unto God ;" and 
then most assuredly will follow " The Peace of 
God," 
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And now we come to the consideration of 
the words of our text, taken from the Gospel for 
the week. You will, I think, at once see, that 
the temper of mind we have been considering is 
that of those who have passed from a state of 
insensibility to a living faith and a true repent- 
ance. Such persons, though yet, it may be, 
very young and weak in the ways of God, have 
entered on a new stage of existence ; they have 
gone beyond Jordan, beyond the river of sin 
and spiritual death ; they have passed to the 
other side. They are in Bethabara, as it were, 
where St John, that great messenger of the 
Lord, prepared for the coming of Christ, and 
preached repentance as the true preparation for 
Him. They are beyond Jordan, beyond the 
river of death. Are we of that happy, thankful, 
yet sorrowing number ? Happy and thankful, 
because by the grace of God we have taken 
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one great step from death unto life ; yet sorrow- 
ing, because we feel how great have been our 
shortcomings. But with all this are we there ? 
Are we willingly listening to the call of God's 
Ministers, receiving their message, diligently 
endeavouring to follow their advice, putting 
aside all sin ? Are we preparing to strengfthen 
our weakness, by partaking at Christmas of that 
Food in the Holy Communion, which is able to 
support us all through our journey to the other 
Bethabara, beyond the last great river of Death, 
towards which we are all hastening. Every day 
we are nearer and nearer the banks of that 
awful river. How shall we get over — how 
cross it ? Our passage will doubtless be in 
exact accordance with the preparation we have 
made for it. Let none deceive themselves ; as 
they live so shall they die. We have no reason 
to think otherwise. Experience teaches it, 



32 PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

reason teaches it, everything teaches it. As 
our lives are, so will our death-beds be, with or 
without hope, joy, and peace, just as we have 
prepared for them. There is, indeed, one in- 
stance recorded in Holy Scripture of a repent- 
ance being accepted of Jesus Christ, even at the 
last hour. Doubtless it is recorded that no true 
p^nitenjt may despair. But who would wish to 
look forward to an end like that of the penitent 
thief ? The rule applies even in this case. He 
was indeed most mercifully forgiven, nay, even 
(zssured of forgiveness ; but how did he die } 
In the fearful punishment of his sin ; in the 
agonies of that crucifixion which his sin, though 
forgiven of God, had brought upon him! 
Agonies too dreadful to think of, since, ere he 
died, even after he had been forgiven, the 
soldiers were suffered to break his bones, in 
order to ensure his death. How unspeakably 
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awful is the warning of this history ! How far, 
how very far, from being any inducement to put 
off our repentance to the last moment Let us 
at once, then, if we have not already done so, 
attend to the message which God at this time 
sends to us. Let us cross Jordan now, and 
listen to the Ministers of the Lord, and their 
message, crying " Repent ye," and so shall we 
be prepared for that other Bethabara, beyond 
that other Jordan, where will be not alone the 
messengers and forerunners of Jesus, but our 
Blessed Lord Himself, ready to receive with 
loving joy all who in this life have repented, 
and loved, and served Him, but Who will most 
assuredly reject all who have refused to listen 
to His message of mercy and His call to 
holiness. — "Repent ye, for the Kingdom oi 
Heaven is at hand." 

D 



SRcek after ChriBtmaB 5at), 
GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH. 



" The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." 

S, John i. 1 4, 



A^HEN we last met together we were ex- 
pecting the Lord, and preparing for His 
Coming, but now He has come. Already most 
of us have gone up into God*s House to keep 
that coming in mind. On Christmas Day, we 
knelt, as it were, in the stable at • Bethlehem, 
and ''saw the Lord,'' as at this time, a little 
helpless Child, " wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger." It was thus that " The 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." 
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Time would fail, were we to dwell as we would, 
on this Great Mystery of Love, — that love, 
which constrained the Eternal Word to leave 
the bosom of the Father, — that love, which 
spared not the only-begotten Son. The Eternal 
Word has come, — come down from Heaven ; for 
us men and for our salvation made man ; 
uniting in Himself for ever the Godhead and 
manhood, so that " God and man is one Christ." 
We cannot fathom this deep mystery ; we can 
only love, and adore, and worship, striving to 
draw from the consideration of this great Fes- 
tival some of the lessons intended for us. 
In the Collect, we are taken at once, as 
it were, from the consideration of our Blessed 
Lord's Birth to that of our own new birth into 
God's family. How striking is this connection ! 
Jesus, from His birth as a little Child, was Son 
of God ; but we must be born again — " re- 
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generate," as the Collect expresses it, — before 
we can be God's children. "For being by 
nature born in sin and the children of wrath," 
we need the influence of God's Holy Spirit in 
the Sacrament of Baptism to make us " the 
children of grace." And even when this mighty 
and wonderful Gift is vouchsafed to us, how 
much yet remains to be done, how much grace 
is needed, how much care, before we are fully 
grown in the Christian life ! That we may the 
better understand this, let us again consider the 
early Childhood of our Lord. He so entirely 
took upon Him our nature, that, though God, as 
well as man, He condescended to be an helpless 
Infant. He needed care like other children, 
grew by degrees as they grow, was tended by 
His Blessed Mother as other children are 
tended. And thus, just as our dear Lord grew 
by degrees from His birth, when born the Son 
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of God, SO we, when bom again and made God*s 
children by adoption, must grow by degrees in 
spiritual things ; for we are not by Baptism 
made full grown sons and daughters of the 
Lord God Almighty, but only born again as 
weak and helpless infants, as " babes in Christ'' 
This, then, being so, what need is there of 
prayer and watching, of constant means qf 
grace, of regular spiritual food, of the continual 
renewing of the gifts of God's Holy Spirit, in 
order to keep up the new life already given ? 
This is what is spoken of in the Collect, to-day 
brought before us : " Grant that we being re- 
generate, and made Thy children by adoption 
and grace, may daily be renewed by Thy Holy 
Spirit" This daily renewing grace is exactly 
to our souls what food is to our bodies. With- 
out food, our bodies must die ; without the grace 
of God, our souls must die also. Just, therefore, 
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as a healthy child grows and increases in size and 
strength, so should we, who are born again, be 
constantly increasing, constantly growing in 
grace; each day becoming more gentle, more 
pure, niore loving, more kind to all, more con- 
stantly looking to, and trusting in God. 

Let us, then, try to take away these three 
special lessons from this day*s reading. First, 
that we have no good reason to count ourselves 
true Christians, unless we have a good hope that 
we are growing in grace, and thus, day by day, in- 
creasing in our likeness to Jesus, which is indeed 
our profession, even " to follow the example of 
our Saviour Christ, and to be made like unto 
Him." 

Secondly. Let us think with loving reverence 
on our Blessed Lord, at this time set before us 
as a little Child in great humility ; for our sakes 
come down from Heaven ; for our sakes laying 
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aside all His glory, that thus He might work 
out a salvation for us. Does not the very Sight 
move you to tears ? The tender Infant, the 
poor Mother, the lowly Joseph, not even in 
such a cottage as the poorest have, but in 
a stable, — " There was no room for them" even 
" in the inn.'' You would think it hard if you 
had not a cradle in which to lay your new-born 
child, but Jesus had none ; His Blessed Mother 
had no place to lay Him in but a manger. 
O think of Him there ; kneel, as it were, there ; 
gaze on Him there, in reverent love and devo- 
tion, and then go forth to do His Will ; go and 
see how you can honour Him ; what you can do 
for Him, what you can do for others. 

Thirdly, and above all, strive to realise more 
and more that of which the Collect, Epistle, and 
Gospel are full, namely, the fact that He of 
Whom we have been speaking, as lying helpless 
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in the manger at Bethlehem, is very and indeed 
God. The Collect speaks of Him as The only- 
begotten Son of God ; the Epistle as " The 
Brightness of the Father's Glory ;" " The ex- 
press Image of His Person;" as "upholding all 
things by the Word of His Power ;" as Him 
Whom all the angels of God are called upon to 
worship; as God Himself, in those sublime 
words, " Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever ;" while, in the Gospel, we find the words 
of thie text, " The Word was made Flesh," and 
** The Word was God." Perhaps, if we realised 
this truth, we should be more careful how we 
kept our Christmas-tide. If we discerned more 
clearly our God in the " Holy Child Jesus," 
should we dare to keep this season as many 
do ? Would there be the rioting and drunken- 
ness that at this time is so often our shame ? 
Would not our churches be fuller, and our 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 4I 

public-houses more empty ? Christmas-tide 
should, indeed, be a joyful time, for unto us is 
born a Saviour ; a time of loving-kindness and 
charity, because " God so loved the world that 
He sent His Son ;" a time for overflowing 
tender thankfulness, because Though He was 
rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that we 
through His poverty might be rich. But are 
these the thoughts which most of us have at 
Christmas ? Do we strive especially to please 
our Lord at this season, because it is the time 
in which He first came amongst us ? I am afraid 
with many it is not so. 

O let there be Christmas joy and Christmas 
festivities, but remember why you rejoice, and 
the thought may well check all rioting, temper 
our joy, and teach us of what sort it should be. 

8B I' 



Witzk after Sttttbas after Christmae. 
THE HOLY NAME. 



*^ They shall call His Name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is God with us." — S, Matt, i. 23. 



Y/'OU will remember that last week we spoke 
much of our childhood in spiritual things. 
And how are children taught ? Do we not tell 
them the same things over and over again ? 
until that which we wish to teach them is not 
only impressed upon their minds, but becomes 
a very part of themselves, — a principle from 
which they act. Just in like manner does our 
Mother the Church with us, — she by whom we 
have been born again of water and of the Spirit, 
through Christ Jesus. From day to day, Sun- 
day after Sunday, she impresses upon us the 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 43 

great truths of each season. From week to 
week she teaches us in her holy services the 
same lessons, and yet, as a good instructress 
and parent, constantly leads us on step by step 
to some higher point of knowledge in the ways 
of God. This impressing upon us so often the 
same teaching is very striking. Even the 
Collect for this week is the same as that for 
Christmas Day ; and from time to time we shall 
find that we are constantly reminded, in the 
lesson we have on hand, of the truths taught us 
during the previous week. Let us take this to 
ourselves in all humility, remembering that we 
are thus being taught as little children. 

And now, following out this line of thought, 
we will go back once more to the consideration 
of our own New Birth, and our Blessed Lord's 
childhood, thus seeking to grow, as it were, with 
Him, and to increase in grace day by day 
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through the often-renewed contemplation of 
His holy Childhood. You will easily see, as 
we go on, the patiently repeated lessons of the 
Church, and her mode of teaching her children* 
Last week we considered the texts, — -" The 
Word was made Flesh" — " The Word was 
God." This week we have another Name of 
our Blessed Lord brought before us, but having 
the same meaning, bringing the same thought 
before us of God manifest in the Flesh. "They 
shall call His Name Emmanuel, God with us." 
We said, however, that the Church leads us on 
step by step to further knowledge. So, though 
the Eternal Godhead of our Lord is again 
specially taught us this week in the Name 
Emmanuel^ yet we are further led on to know 
Him under another Title, and that Name is re- 
vealed to us which is above every name, and at 
the mention of which every knee should bow. 
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" Thou shalt call His Name testis, for He shall 
save His people from their sins." Now let us 
speak of this Holy Name; but to do so we 
must go back a little. You will remember how 
we spoke of all baptized Christians as being by- 
Bap tism made the children of God. Most of 
us have repeated these words from childhood, — 
** Wherein," that is, in Baptism, " I was made 
the child of God" And how was this, but by 
the operation of The Spirit by union with 
Jesus, and by being, through Him, taken into 
the family of God. 

Have we ever thought what this holy rela- 
tionship through Christ, with our Father in 
Heaven, entails upon us ? It is this, and 
nothing less, an entire death unto sin, and far 
more than this, a New Birth unto Righteous- 
ness, that as Christ "died and rose again for 
us, so should we, who are baptized, die from 



46 PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

sin, and rise again unto Righteousness." " And 
who is sufficient for these things." 

Yet how shall we dare to name the Name of 
Christ and not " depart from iniquity." What 
will it profit each one of us to say " I am the 
child of God," if we are not striving to do His 
Will ? Our Heavenly Father will not, does 
not, count anything of mere professions. Deeds, 
not words only, He above all requires. " Why 
call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say ?" It will avail us nothing to have 
been made God's children, unless we are living 
our daily lives as His children should do. 
These things being so, what shall we do ? 
Where shall we flee to ? Sinners by nature, 
sinners by practice, we need a twofold salvation, 
a saving from the guilt and from the power of 
sin. Once washed indeed we were, washed pure 
and white and clean ; but how have we since 
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walked ? Fresh sin has brought upon us fresh 
guilt, and so we need, as it were, a fresh know- 
ledge of Him Who alone can give us this double 
cleansing once more ; even of Him Whose name 
is revealed to us in the words, ** Thou shall call 
His name Je^us, for He shall save His people 
from their sins." And is not this just the 
Saviour we need, is not here the twofold salva- 
tion, He shall save, and He shall save from sin. 
He forgives, but does far more than that, He 
saves from the power of sin, enables us to over- 
come it, frees us from it. 

No one who really turns to God will ever be 
satisfied with the half of this great salvation ; 
indeed, we have no right to count ourselves 
forgiven, unless we are also endeavouring to 
overcome. The one is the great test of the 
other, and the more, by God's grace, we over- 
come sin, the more clear will grow our con- 
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fidence In God as our Father ; the more fervent 
the Spirit of adoption in our hearts, of which 
the Epistle speaks. Then, too, will follow the 
still higher grasp of faith, and we shall be en- 
abled to realize the teaching of that passage, also 
part of the Epistle for the week^ — " If a son, then 
an heir of God through Christ ;" " the child of 
God, an inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven." 
But there may be some who feel, " I am far 
from all this ; I was, indeed, baptized and made 
God's child, but I have wandered from the fold 
of the Good Shepherd ; I have erred and 
strayed like a lost sheep. What shall / do that 
I may inherit Eternal Life ?" The Good Shep- 
herd Himself answers all such, — " Return, ye 
back-sliding children, and I will heal your back- 
slidings." O may the answer of each one of 
us be, — " Behold we come unto Thee, for Thou 
art the Lord our God." 



Mttl^ after tkc (Kirtutncbioit. 

SB 
DEFERRED BAPTISM 



'*And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising 
of the Child His Name was called Jesus." — S,Luke ii. 21. 



T WAS in a Church lately where there were 
about seven children baptized, and I should 
think more than half could stand near the font. 
How was this } They seemed very poor 
children. Perhaps their parents had not taken 
pains to bring them sooner. Perhaps they had 
no parents to bring them, for they were in a very 
poor, sad locality, in a great city. Anyhow, 
there was something wrong, something very 
sad, in their having been kept so long from 

£ 
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God's Blessing, from their New Birth, from 
obedience to God's Ordinance. 

It was not so with Jesus, for when He was 
only eight days' old He was obedient to that 
particular Ordinance of God, which answered 
under the Old law, to the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism under the New. 

In this, then, as in all else, we must strive to 
imitate our Blessed Lord, and if we follow the 
teaching of our own Church, we shall do so. 
She is very particular in her directions on this 
point. If you look at the first rubric, heading 
the Service for Private Baptism, which you 
know is permitted in extreme cases, you will 
find this passage, — " The Curates of every 
parish shall often admonish the people, that 
they defer not the Baptism of their children 
longer than the first or second Sunday next 
after their birth, or other Holy-day falling 
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between, unless upon a great and reasonable 
cause to be approved by the Curate." Yet how 
sadly often is Baptism delayed, how often are 
little children kept away from its blessings, and 
so year after year passes over, and their souls 
are unwashed, unsanctified, not from their own 
fault, but through the carelessness, unfaithful- 
ness, or ignorance, of those who have the charge 
of them. They surely do not remember that 
they are keeping back their children from the 
first step towards Heaven, and how terrible the 
consequences of delay may be. 

Just let us think for a moment. In the Holy 
Sacrament of Baptism forgiveness is applied to 
each individual soul for Christ's sake, as of old 
pardon was conveyed in the Jewish Church, by 
the rite of Circumcision. So that to each bap- 
tized one may be applied those words, which are 
so heart-stirring at the beginning of the Epistle 
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for the week, — " Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord will not impute sin." Is forgiveness 
of sin, a thing to be lightly esteemed ; is it 
a thing from which to keep our children ? Then 
the gift of the Holy Spirit^ — ^by Whose opera- 
tion we are bom again, so that having been 
pardoned we may for the future be able to please 
God, — is this a gift lightly to be neglected ? 
Then the Fellowship with the Saints, the Guar^ 
dianship of Holy Angels y who are " sent forth to 
minister to them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion," — are these things to be cast aside ? Yet 
they are only some of the blessings to be ob^ 
tained through the right use of Baptism. Do 
you not think that if parents realized this, they 
would be more eager to hasten, rather than to 
defer, the Baptism of their children ? 

I once knew of a little one who was kept 
back from these blessings until too late; it died 
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quite suddenly, and was never baptized ; and 
what were the consequences ? We cannot tell 
alL We do not know ; but we do know that 
little child had never been brought to God in 
His Own appointed way ; had never been 
sprinkled with the Precious Blood in Holy 
Baptism ; had never been taken into the arms 
of Christ's Minister, and washed clean from the 
guilt of original sin in the Waters of Regene- 
ration. Over that little one, the Church of 
Christ was never suffered to rejoice; all she 
could do was to trust it in the arms of God's 
mercy. She had no right to a certainty of its 
salvation, as she has in the case of baptized 
infants. And all this because they who had the 
charge of it, deferred until too late bringing it 
to God. How unlike those who had the charge 
of our Blessed Lord's Infancy, for they brought 
Him " when eight days were accomplished." 
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We must now go on to a further lesson, con- 
nected with the Circumcision of Jesus Christ. 
As at that tiipe, in that rite, He was first 
" made obedient to the law of man," and so 
entered on that path of the Will of God, which 
closed in His Death, so we, in Holy Baptism, 
enter on a similar path, binding us to the same 
obedience, and ending, also, only in deaths and 
this in two ways. First, because in Holy Bap- 
tism we are pledged to do God's Will so long 
as we live, that is unto death. Secondly, be- 
cause we are therein bound, as it were, to strive 
with sin until it be slain, overcome, dead. There 
must be " a death unto sin ;" as the collect ex- 
presses it, we pray, " Grant us the true Circum- 
cision of the Spirit, that our hearts and all our 
members, being mortified from all worldly and 
carnal lusts, we may in all things obey Thy 
Blessed Will." And what does being mortified 
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mean ? When you speak of mortifying your- 
selves, or of mortifying evil tempers, what does 
it mean ? Not merely checking them, not 
merely keeping them under, but it means slay- 
ing them, depriving them of life, it means that 
they must be dead, powerless. This is what 
Baptism calls us to, a continual mortifying of all 
our evil and corrupt affections, and a daily pro- 
ceeding in all virtue and godliness of living. 
But, perhaps, some may say, " Were not the 
words of the Epistle, and others similar to 
Ihem, given us to do away with ordinances ; is it 
not sufficient if we only believe?^^ Such is, in- 
deed, very much the reasoning of many it is to 
be feared ; let us, however, consider. St. Paul 
is speaking, amongst other things, of salvation 
being open to Jew and Gentile alike, but he 
never says that the Jew, before the Gospel, 
could be safe without Circumcision, any more 
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than he ever says, that a so-called Christian is 
safe, who wilfully neglects Holy Baptism. So 
far from saying this, he particularly teaches that 
after Abraham believed unto righteousness, he 
yet received the sign of Circumcision* Let us 
ever beware of those who endeavour to draw 
us away from the old paths of the Church of 
God. We know in our hearts, they are the 
right ways for us. There is the little narrow 
gate of repentance and faith, through which we 
must all pass, and then the long, long path, it 
may be, or the short, brief one, as it pleases 
God, either long or short, still the path of holy 
obedience, shining more and more brightly in 
all Heavenly things unto the perfect Day! 
And then shall be fulfilled all that we have 
hoped for, and then shall we see all in 
which we have here faithfully believed, and 
then shall be the most perfect fulfilment of 
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those words, "Whoso doeth His Will shall 
knowT 

" Thine eyes shall see the King in His 
beauty : they shall behold the land that is very 
far off." 



S 



Mttk after ^piphmtg. 

THE HOUSE OF BREAD. 



" And when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
unto Him gifts." — Sf, Mait. 2, xi. 



CURELY of all the days we celebrate in the 
course of the Church's year, none has a 
greater beauty connected with it, than the Feast 
of the Epiphany. It has a touching and mys- 
terious loveliness, all its own, a something which 
can scarely be described, but which must surely 
be felt by all. 

Let us endeavour to enter more fully into its 
teaching, so that we may not only delight our- 
selves by the study of the touching narrative 
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before us, but endeavour, also, to bring away 
fcom our meditation, some practical lessons for 
our daily lives, since, truly, we are either day 
by day drawing nearer to our Lord in company 
with the Wise Men, or wandering further and 
further away from Him. 

The particular bent of this week's teaching is 
to unfold to us, the manifestation^ or shewing 
forth^ of Christ to the Gentiles. That is, the 
truth that Christ Jesus came, not only to be the 
Saviour of the Jews, but of all those who in 
every nation turn to Him, and strive to do 
His Will. 

Of this calling of the Gentiles the Epistle of 
this week is full, and St. Paul tells how his own 
especial message was to "preach among the 
gentiles, the unsearchable riches of Christ'' 

Now let us turn to the narrative, which forms, 
as it were, the groundwork of his preaching, and 
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which shews us how all nations, and therefore 
ourselves, are called upon to worship and adore 
Him, Who, as on the first Epiphany, shone 
forth "A Light to lighten the Gentiles/' In the 
Gospel we read of the visit to our Blessed Lord 
at Bethlehem^ of three strangers, who came from 
the East to worship Him, for they had seen 
His Star, and could not rest until they had 
found Him. Let us think for a moment, with- 
out, at present, going any further with the nar- 
rative. The Wise Men had seen in their own 
land a Star which pointed them to another 
country where already " The True Light, " 
" The Bright and Morning Star" was shining. 
Through the clear air a voice seemed to ring 
with startling sweetness, "Arise! shine, for thy 
Light is come, and the Glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee." , And they could not linger 
nor stay, how could they! until they had come 
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and knelt before Him Who lighteneth " every 
man that cometh into the World." How 
strange it seems that these foreigners should be 
thus enlightened, that they should have such 
a revelation made to them! Can we, in any 
way, see why they were so highly favoured ? 
I think we may. They had studied well before- 
hand all that they had at their command con-r 
cerning their Lord's appearing, and, moreover, 
they believed with a living faith what they had 
Studied. They had made diligent use of the 
light they had, and so more light was given to 
them, and they were found ready to follow, 
** Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and 
he shall have more abundance." And if zve 
ever hope for God's increasing Benediction, if 
we ever hope for more light, more guidance, 
more grace to discern God's Will, we must 
make the most diligent use we can of all the 
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means we now have, of all our opportunities of 
good, of all our means of grace. And this in 
our own daily life, in our own homes, in our 
common duties, and then, if a higher call 
should come, doubtless we likewise shall be 
found ready. 

There are two or three more points which 
we must notice in this beautiful history of the 
Wise Men. First, their perseverance. They 
did not start on their journey and then turn 
back. O! no. Had they done so, we should 
never have read that touching conclusion to 
their history, we should never have heard that 
they saw the Lord. Yet, you know, they did 
see Him. Yes, or they sought until they 
found. How true the promise, — " Then shall 
we know if we follow on to know the Lord." 

Secondly, notice where it was that they found 
Jesus, — at Bethlehem, The House of Bread. 
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And what spiritual teaching may be gathered 
from this ? Where shall we chiefly find Him 
now? Still in Bethlehem, that is, in The 

House of Bread. Evermore is the Star of 
Bethlehem shining in the Church of God, to all 
ages enlightening wise men who choose the 
better part, evermore leading them on to where 
chiefly the Presence of Jesus is to be found on 
earth, even in The House of Bread, at His Holy 
Altar. There the wayfarers find rest, there the 
hungry are satisfied, the weak strengthened, the 
sorrowful comforted ; for there is, indeed, poured 
forth the "Wine which maketh glad the heart of 
of man ;" there is the Bread broken ** which 
strengtheneth man's heart." Thence, ever- 
more, is the voice of the Lord heard calling 
" Come unto Me." And as that voice now 
calls, so the Star then called and guided the 
Wise Men to the feet of Jesus. And as in the 
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helpless Infant before them, they discerned 
Him Who was worthy of worship, and to whom 
gifts most costly were to be presented, so we, 
under the outward forms of Bread and Wine, 
discern by Faith the Lord's Most Holy Pre- 
sence, His precious Body and Blood, and at 
His Feet, in our Bethlehem, worship and adore 
Him. 

And what must our gifts be ? Those of the 
Wise Men were treasures ; moreover, they were 
their treasures. So must it be with us. But 
what is it most of us esteem above everything ? 
Alas ! it is to be feared our own selves. So the 
Church teaches us to give our own selves to 
God at His Holy Altar, thus turning self-lovjs 
into a blessing through making it an occasion 
for a willing offering. And if we do this from 
the heart, as did the Wise Men, then other 
gifts will be sure to follow, for love to God will 
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. increase, and we shall delight to make sacrifices 
for His sake. Only let us take heed that we 
give of our treasures ^ for where our treasure is, 
there will our heart be also ! 



s 



Jirst Mttk after €pipItanB. 
WORSHIP. 



"I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your be dies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able to God, which is your reasonable service."— -i?^wi. xii. i. 



TA/'E are not surprised, after the teaching of 
last week, to open upon the first words 
of the Epistle for this ; and as there is a subject 
connected with it, which for lack of time we 
could not include in last week's meditation, we 
will now endeavour to consider it. I mean the 
worship of God with our bodies. In doing this 
we will speak also of Worship itself 

You will remember the Wise Men came out 
of their own country for no other purpose than 
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to worship Him Whom they believed was born 
a King, even Jesus. We are not told they 
came to ask our Blessed Lord for any one 
thing. Nay ; they came rather to give than to 
receive. They came to honour Him, not to 
think of themselves. This is the true idea of 
Worship. And when they saw the Young 
Child, and Mary His Mother, they fell down 
and worshipped Him. What a lesson for us ! 
When we come to God's House, do we thus 
worship Him, do we "fall down and kneel 
before the Lord our Maker ?" I am afraid 
there are yet many who with no good excuse, 
such as age, or infirmity, sit idly or thought- 
lessly in His Presence, while these three 
strangers — Kings, as they are supposed to have 
been — put us to shame by their lowliness and 
reverence ! Let us strive at this season to begin 
to do better in this matter, and to honour God 

A 
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with our bodily worship in His Holy House of 
Prayer. Will it not be as a treasure, as our 
treasure, laid at His Feet ? We should en- 
deavour, at least sometimes, to forget ourselves 
there, even our own sins and needs, in the joy 
of finding Him and worshipping Him ; such 
will not be found sitting in His Presence at the 
time of prayer, but reverently kneeling before 
Him. Above all, we must seek God*s grace \ 
for if we were filled with faith and love, humility 
and wisdom, as the Wise Men were, all these 
things must of necessity follow. Let us take 
to ourselves the words of the Collect, and ask 
God for grace, and wisdom, and knowledge, in all 
things, that we may both perceive and know 
what things we ought to do, and have grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil the same* 

One of the chief lessons put before us this 
week, is that of Humility. It is, indeed, in- 
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eluded in bodily worship, of which we have 
spoken, for it is the really humble, who will ever 
be the most truly devout and reverent. But in 
two especial ways is Humility spoken of this 
week. The first is, as to the estimation in 
which we should hold ourselves ; the second, as 
to the esteem in which we should hold those 
given to us and set over us by the Lord, whether 
they be our parents, or the teachers of the 
Church ; and, in consequence, the dispositions 
we should have towards them ; and these things 
we will draw from the passages in the Life of 
our Lord, which are to be found in the Gospel 
for this week. 

First, as to the estimation in which we are 
to hold ourselves. The Epistle for the day in- 
structs us in this particular ; it gives us a stand- 
ard by which to try ourselves, and to see of 
what sort we are. If we take the whole passage 
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together, it would seem thus to speak to us, — 
" Brethren, Christ gave up all to God for your 
sakes." He gave up His Own Home, His 
Whole Life ; He suffered Death for you. It is 
impossible but that you should give up all 
to Him in return. Yet in order to do so, in 
order that your sacrifice may be an acceptable 
one, you must purify yourselves " even as He 
is pure." You, like Him, must be " holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners," and you 
are only to think of yourselves in proportion as 
you have attained to this. We are only what 
we are in. Gods sight; man's judgment, our 
own natural judgment is as nothing, for God 
judges us, not by what we seem to be, but by 
what we are, and He judges us by the fruits He 
finds in us of Faith, by our deeds and lives. 
Where, then, is boasting, where is pride, what 
have we to be proud of ? " For I say, through 
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the grace given unto me to every man that is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the 
measure of Faith'' Now, let us consider the 
estimation in which we should hold others, our 
parents and teachers, after the example of our 
Blessed Lord. O ! what an example that was ! 
Grounded and settled on one sure foundation, 
the pure, singlehearted love for, and devotion 
to, His Heavenly Father, it shone forth in 
obedience to His parents and submission to His 
teachers. 

First, in the Gospel for the week, we see the 
fruits of this love of God in His going up with 
His parents to worship, and afterwards in His 
eagerness to do His Father's Will. Our Blessed 
Lord was only then twelve years old. I wonder 
how many children in this parish, how many 
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boys of twelve years old, go up on God's Day 
to worship in His House, with an eagerness 
bearing any proportion to His. I wonder how 
many parents take their children, their boys of 
that age to Church, or see that they are taken, 
and themselves make a point of being there ? 
Secondly, our Blessed Lord shewed His humi- 
lity by going up with His parents ; He shewed 
His respect for them, by going up with them, 
and by His submission to them on His return 
Home. Which of our cottage homes takes the 
* Home of Nazareth for a pattern ? How do 
parents bring up their children ? How do chil- 
dren submit now to their parents ? Happy 
would it be .if those in lowly homes would strive 
to take a lesson from this week's Gospel. This 
house at Nazareth was but the home of a car- 
penter, and the town a small and dispersed one. 
Yet God was there. There Wcis but one Son, 
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an Only Child, but He loved God, and was sub- 
ject unto His parents. Of how many village 
homes could we say this ? Thirdly, let us see 
how our Blessed Lord regarded God's ministers. 
Where was He found when Joseph and His 
Mother lost sight of Him in returning home ? 
In the Temple, sitting in the midst of those 
well skilled in the Law of God, hearing them 
and asking instruction of them. What an 
Example here for the young ! 

When parents miss their children now, on 
high and solemn days, do they usually search 
for and find them in God's House, or with the 
Ministers of the Gospel, eagerly desiring to be 
taught, and listening attentively to their in- 
structions ? How many a boy might be saved 
from sin, how many a girl saved from evil, if 
they in this followed the Example of their 
Lord, looking upon their Ministers as those 
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from whom they are to learn in God's ways. 
It IS the want of a teachable spirit, of sub- 
mission, and humility, which is the ruin of so 
many. And, unlike our Lord, as our children 
grow, they too often increase in a rebellious and 
unruly spirit, while of Him it is written that 
" Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man/' 
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Stwttb Mttk after Spiphang 
OBEDIENCE. 



"His Mother saith unto the servants, whatever He saith unto 

you, do it." — aSV. /ohn ii. 5. 



T T would seem that the whole teaching of 
Epiphany-tide, goes back to the first thought 
of the Offerings of the Wise Men. Jesus 
Christ once manifested, even while yet but 
lifted up in His Mother's arms, draws, first 
the Magi, then all the faithful to Him, in 
a loving ministry to Himself, and those for 
whom He died. And the Church, ever 
mindful of the needs of her children, all 
through this season, seems to be teaching them 
what they can offer to God, how they can offer 
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it, and the blessings which are sure to follow 
the giving of ourselves and our substance, even 
our whole lives, our whole obedience to Him. 
First, we were told of the gifts of the Wise Men, 
then we were exhorted to present our bodies 
a living sacrifice to God, and now we read how 
we are to use the gifts which God has given us 
in His service, and for the benefit of others. 

The Collect for this week teaches us to ask 
for peace of God ; it is one of His greatest 
gifts to us, one without which we have no power 
in His Service. We must have peace from 
Him, before we can give Him back a life de- 
voted to His Service, abounding in good fruits. 
As David expresses it, — " I will run the way of 
Thy Commandments when Thou hast set my 
heart at liberty." There, is but one way to 
obtain this peace and liberty, namely, by obedi- 
ence to the Gospel call. And this obedience is 
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twofold. First, there is the obedience of Faith ; 
and secondly, the obedience of Love, that is, of 
a holy life ; and this Jast is the only sure 
evidence, so far as we can see, of the former. 
This is expressed — I mean this twofold obedi- 
ence — ^in • these words of our Blessed Lord, 
together with those which follow. " Come 
unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." And the 
weary souls who listen to that gentle Voice, 
and come in Faith and Love to Jesus' Feet, to 
these He does give rest, for they have been 
obedient, their coming is the Obedience of 
Faith. But our Lord does not stop here. He 
sees them at His Feet, indeed, and they have 
their priceless reward ; but, perhaps, also. He 
sees them resting too much in His gifts to them 
of present peace and rest, and a sense, it may 
be, unutterably sweet, of pardon ; and so H^ 
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leads them, points them higher, and, unfolding 
to them the obedience of a holy life, He says, 
" Take My yoke upoij you and learn of Me, 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls." The first rest He 
gives, the second we find ; but, in both cases, 
rest or peace is the reward, in both, obedience 
is the way. God does not give His Peace to 
any but those who are obedient, or humbly seek 
to be so ; yet He so longs for our obedience, 
that those who only, yet sincerely, seek^ are en- 
couraged by the most gracious words, " Let the 
heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord ;" " He 
that seeketh findeth." Thus, when in the Col- 
lect we pray for peace, we do but in other words 
pray for Faith and Holy Obedience. The text 
is very remarkable when taken as bearing upon 
this subject It contains some of the few re- 
corded words of our Blessed Lord s Mother, 
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and they are words to be much remembered, 
full of faith, full of submission, addressed to the 
servants at the Marriage Feast in Cana of 
Galilee. And what was her counsel to them, 
when speaking to them of Jesus, her Divine 
Son ? ** Whatsoever He saith unto you do W 
Yes, this was the secret of her life, Obedience ; 
and this was the wonder of our Blessed Lord's 
Life, Obedience, — that is, a constant living out, 
a constant acting according to, the Will of God. 

In the Epistle for this week, some directions 
are given to each of us, in order that we 
may follow after the holy examples before us. 
The earliest recorded word of our Lord was 
this, — "Wist ye not that I must be about My 
Father's business." And one of the earliest 
sayings of His holy Mother was, as you know, 
" Be it unto me according to Thy word." 

Now, one of the things which I think it would 
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be well if we all studied far more than we do, is 
this, to try, by quiet sober thought and earnest 
prayer, to find out what is the work God means 
us to do in His kingdom upon earth ; what it is 
to which He has specially called us ; what is 
" Our Father's" Business for ^ what our calling 
of God, unto which we may respond, " Be it 
unto me according to Thy Word." Each one, 
no doubt, if he could rightly see it, has a special 
talent, a special gift to be offered to God in 
holy service. It may seem a little thing, a 
common gift, but still it is a gift, and, if so, one 
of the treasures we are to offer to Jesus. 
St Paul, in the Epistle for the week, speaks of 
all, as having some special talent. " Having 
the gifts," he says, and, " let us wait on our 
ministering," as if to express the truth, that we 
all have our office to fill, our work to do, in the 
Church of God, Whatever that is, God has 
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fitted US for it ; whatever our ministry be, " let 
us wait'' on it, be diligent in it, "fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord." It is certain that in 
this peculiar work, whatever it may be, we shall 
most glorify God ; in this will our obedience be 
most perfected, in this our peace most secure, 
and here will be our greatest safety. Let us, 
then, pray most earnestly, that God may shew 
us what He would have us to do ; that we may 
see all those good works which He hath pre- 
pared for us to walk in, and when we have seen 
them, when we have been taught them, and told 
of them, let us remember the words of the 
blessed Mother of our Lord, pointing to the 
Obedience of Christ, pointing us all to Him, — 
" Whatsoever He saith unto you, do W 
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THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD. 



''Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." 

5/. McUL viii. 2. 



CUPPOSING anyone to have thought 
earnestly of last week s teaching, and all 
that each of us should aim at, I think it is 
certain that such an one will have arrived at 
a deep sense of his own inability to run the 
race set before him, and of his many infirmities, 
which seem so sadly to keep him back from 
that obedience, which he humbly seeks to give, 
as an offering to God. If, however, we have 
any of us come to this conviction, we must seek, 
by earnest prayer and effort, to add to our 
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sense of infirmity, a stedfast purpose, and a faith, 
firm and immovable in Him, Who in our weak- 
ness, can bring forth His Strength. Our con- 
fidence, must be that of the poor leper in the 
text, — " Lord, if Thou wilt Thou canst make 
me clean." Our prayer, that of the Collect, — 
^'Almighty and Everlasting God, mercifully 
look upon our infirmities, and in all our dangers 
and necessities, stretch forth Thy Right Hand 
to help and defend us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen," 

Perhaps, when beset with difficulties in our 
spiritual life, we are too apt to forget our 
Blessed Lord's absolute power over our enemies, 
whatever they may be. And we look at our 
dangers, and, as St. Peter, we see the waves, 
and begin to sink through fear ; or we look to 
ourselves for deliverance, and, finding we are 
powerless, make but wild and fruitless efforts to 

G 2 
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escape ; we forget we are not to be wise in our 
own conceits ; we forget that " Power belongeth 
unto God," and that all our evil, in the language 
of the Epistle, must be overcome with good, 
that is, by the grace of God. We need to fly 
from ourselves ; we need to look above even 
our dangers ; we need the upward gaze of the 
Psalmist, — " Mine eyes are ever looking unto 
the Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the 
net." Perhaps, also, it is easier to believe our 
Blessed Lord will help us in overcoming great 
sins, than to believe that He will help us to get 
the mastery over our infirmities and weaknesses, 
— those little things, as it were, which so keep 
us back from growth in grace, and from becom- 
ing really strong in the life of God. But, let 
us never forget, that our God is He Who not 
only forgiveth sin, but Who healeth all our in- 
firmities. No weakness can be ours, which He 
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cannot strengthen ; no danger can befall us, from 
which He is not able to deliver us. Our Lord 
knew what dangers were, in His life on earth ; 
He knew what infirmities were, for He took 
them upon Himself for our sakes. The great 
difference is, that He suffered infirmity without 
ever through it yielding to sin, while, with us, 
infirmities are constantly the cause of our falls. 
But it need not be so, thank God, indeed it 
need not ; rather may our weakness be the 
means by which we learn to rest on the Strength 
of the Lord, so that, with St. Paul, we may, if 
we are faithful, at length truthfully say,' " Most 
gladly, therefore, will I rather glory in mine in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me." But perhaps some may say, " how can 
these things be ?" There are always two ways 
in which we may act when tried : either we 
may bear the trial patiently, and turn it to good 
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account, or we may bear it impatiently, and thus 
suffer it to be an occasion of sin. When we 
feel our weakness, we may cry to God with the 
poor leper, or we may neglect to do so, and thus 
become worse and worse. Now, in the case of 
the leper, he chose the better part, and came to 
Jesus, and worshipped Him, convinced of His 
power to heal ; and the Lord heard His cry and 
answered, " I will, be thou clean ; and imme- 
diately his leprosy was cleansed." In the case 
both of the leper and of the servant of the cen- 
turion, alike recorded in the Gospel for the 
week, our Lord shewed His absolute power ta 
heal. All through His ministry we see this 
power — ^the power of God over " all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease." 

But there is a far more precious healing. He 
can, and does bestow, than the healing of the 
body. He does not always see it well for us to 
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remove our bodily infirmities, but then He turns 
them, if we will, into blessings. And, in the 
case of spiritual infirmity, He is sure ever to be 
more ready to hear even thian we to pray, so 
that our weaknesses, are turned into channels of 
His grace, if we bring them to Him for healing. 
Are you weary in spirit, and sad because of 
many troubles ."^ Wait not until the weariness 
and sadness have become fretfulness and gloom, 
but bring them to Jesus, and He will give you 
rest, and soothe and comfort you. Does poverty 
press hard, and do you feel inclined to doubt 
God's love and goodness ? Wait not, but come 
and tell Him all the story of your wants ; ask 
Him for your " daily bread ;" come to Church 
to ask Him for it, and remember His promise 
standeth sure, that if you seek Him first " all 
these things shall be added unto you." Or do 
you suffer from ill health; has your whole 
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Strength been shaken and brought low ; are you 
of an anxious disposition, or of a quickly-moved, 
irritable one ? Come to our Blessed Lord, before 
these things have led to sin, by a spirit of com- 
plaining, or distrust, or over-carefulness, or hasty 
speech. Tell Him your weakness with tears, 
full of faith ; beseech Him — " Lord, if Thou 
wilt Thou canst make me clean ;" and doubt 
not He will help you to turn, by His Holy 
Spirit, all these infirmities, into means of grace 
to your soul. Thus care will be changed into 
trust, fretfulness into patience, and a sense of 
poverty into constant dependence upon God. 
Yea, He "will make all things work together 
for good to them that love Him.' 



SI 



»> 



J0ttrtk Mttk after Spiphrnig- 

SIN, FOR THE MOST PART THE 
TRUE CAUSE OF FEAR. 



"Why are ye fearful ?" — Sf. MaiL viii. 26. 



T AST week we spoke chiefly of the tempta- 
tions attendant on us in the Christian 
course. 

This week let us consider more especially 
the subject of danger, and the way in which we 
should be prepared to face it. 

In the Collect, we are reminded, in most for- 
cible language, of this, in the words, — " O God, 
Who knowest us to be set in the midst of so 
many and great dangers/' Surely, then, we 
ought to be much more alive to it than we are. 
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we ought to realize more of these perils by 
which we are surrounded, and, above all, we 
ought to be more constant and earnest in our 
prayers to God, that we may be preserved, and 
guided aright through them. But, besides this, 
there is, I think, another thought we may to- 
day profitably carry out ; it is this, — How is 
it that when dangers come we are so troubled ; 
why is it that we are fearful ? It is, indeed, 
well for us all to ask this question, the question 
of the text, which, as you know, was put by our 
Lord to His disciples, when they were terrified 
by a storm at sea. Now we will put the en- 
quiry first on this particular point. Many who 
hear this book read, or read it for themselves, 
may know from experience how awful is that 
by which the disciples were affrighted, namely, 
" a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the 
ship was covered with the waves." And we 
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would ask, when you were in that fearful storm, 
every moment almost expecting to go down, or 
to be washed overboard into the great deep, 
what was the cause of your fear ? Was it the 
thought of the awful fate awaiting you, of your 
grave in the mighty waters, opening every mo- 
ment to receive you ? Was it the fear of death 
at all, in any shape, which made you tremble ? 
Ah! was there not a still small voice making 
itself distinctly heard above the roaring of the 
waves and the moaning of the wind, and was 
not that voice the cause of your fear ? 

You know there is a text which saith, " The 
wicked flee when no man pursueth : but the 
righteous are bold as a lion /" And how was it 
with you ? Could you think in those awful 
moments with death staring you in the face, 
could you think with comfort of your past lives ? 
Could you think of God, as of Him you had 
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trusted, and loved, and served ? Could you 
think of the wife you had made happy, and the 
peaceful home you left, or the mother or father 
you had supported, or of the children, or 
sisters, or brothers you had well brought up, 
or to whom you had been kind and loving? 
Or Were you obliged to think of meeting the 
Great Judge laden with many sins unrepented 
of, a wife perhaps neglected or made wretched ; 
aged parents set aside; children left to their 
own perverse wills ; sisters and brothers un- 
thought of ; the Lord s Day depised ; God for- 
gotten ? O ! if we trusted in God and served 
Him, if we were faithfully doing Grod's Will, 
wherever we are placed, each in our own duties, 
believe me, we should not so much fear death ; 
it is our consciousness of sin, or our want in 
some way, which gives the chief sting to our 
fear. The beautiful saying of the Psalmist is 
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most true, — " Keep innocency, and take heed to 
the thing that is right, for that shall bring a man 
peace at the last!" The purity given us in 
Baptism must be kept, or regained, and exer^ 
cised in a holy life, if we would ever truly hope 
to find a peaceful death, wherever, or whenever, 
our call may come. 

Fix, then, in your minds, that though infir- 
mity and natural dread may sometimes be 
the cause of fear, that in many cases, if not in 
most, sin is the cause, the knowledge of some 
evil doing which is on the conscience. This 
truth is plainly taught in the Epistle, when 
speaking of the ruling power and of the magis- 
trate, in these words, — " Wilt thou, then, not be 
afraid of the power ? do that which is good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 
Rulers are not a terror to good works, but to 
fhe evil." Yes; \% is so, tempests may rise. 
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winds may blow, waves may dash over us, 
dangers and troubles may come, but if we are 
found faithful unto God, no real harm shall 
happen unto us. Death will but bring us unto 
the haven where we would be, trouble will but 
lead us to our rest in God, danger will only 
draw us to lean more entirely on Him. Yea, 
God can so lead us to repose in Him, that we 
shall be calm in the midst of dangers even as 
it is said of our Blessed Lord, — " The ship was 
covered with the waves, but He was asleep'^ 
He slept, no need for Him to fear the tempest 
or the great sea, for He was slumbering peace- 
fully in perfect trust, and in entire conformity 
with His Father's Will. It was only the cries 
of those who were of little faith, which roused 
Jesus from His sleep, and drew forth the words, 
— " Why are ye fearful ?" 

And now only one word remains to be 
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said. Whatever we are conscious of, which 
makes us unduly afraid in dangers or trouble, 
let us endeavour at once to cast aside. Let us 
search diligently in order to find out the cause, 
and pray to God for help. If it is simply over- 
timidity, Qod will strengthen us, if we ask Him, 
giving us more trust in Him. But if it is sin 
which renders us afraid, let us at once deter- 
mine, by God's grace, to cast it from us, ear- 
nestly seeking pardon of Him for Jesus Christ's 
sake, and the grace of the Holy Spirit to help 
us for the future against our sin. If it be a 
faithlessness in God, which causes our want of 
courage, let us turn to Him, in all humility, and 
beg of Him more child-like faith and trust, in 
His protection and goodness, for this mistrust 
alone is enough to shut the doors of Heaven 
against us. Remember, not only the great sin- 
ners, shall have their portion in the lake that 
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burneth, but the " fearful and unbelieving," 
while " the Lord'3 delight is in them that put 
their trust in His mercy!" 
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CHARITY, THE LIFE OF TRUE 

RELIGION. 



" The bond of perfectness." — Col, iii. 14. 



T^HE Collect for this week especially makes 
the prayer, that God would keep us in Hfs 
true religion ; the Epistle gives us many marks 
by which we may try ourselves, whether we be 
in this true faith or not ; and the Gospel shews 
us, how ready the great enemy is to do harm in 
God's kingdom, sowing evil seed amongst the 
good, and thus marring the Holy Spirit's work 
in the soul, and injuring or checking that living 
grace of holiness, for which this week we pray. 
In the Epistle, this true religion is spoken of 
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by another name, that expressed in the text, 
namely, " The Bond of Perfectness," a title full 
of meaning. Surely we ought to find out what 
that meaning is ; surely it must be the very 
mainspring of religion if it be " The Bond of 
Perfectness." For what is a bond in this sense, 
but that which, as a chain, links other things to 
itself, and binds them together into one entire 
whole. It is the very cause or life of Perfec- 
tion, and also thus, as it were, its very heart or 
mainspring. 

But what is the " Bond of Perfectness ?" In 
the former part of the same verse, the answer is 
given to this question : " And above all these 
things put on charity^ which is the bond of per- 
fectness." Here, then, we have the name of 
that holy gift of God, which binds together all 
the other Christian graces, until they are united 
in that perfection, at which each of us is bound 
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to aim. You know that Charity, which is this 
bond, is only another name for Love. Love, 
pure and unbounded, without one thought of 
self; Love to God, Love to man, such as Jesus 
had in His Heart both for His Father and for 
us ; Love which gives itself wholly to God, and 
being filled with His Love, pours out on all 
around, that Love which has been shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost. O it is such 
Love, which would make earth like Heaven! 
We might speak of the need of humility, of for- 
bearance, of many other beauteous Christian 
graces, but this of Love, or Divine Charity, is 
that to which S. Paul exhorts us "above all." 
If we were filled with Charity, no fear but that 
the Peace of God would rule in our hearts. If 
we had Charity no fear of our following in the 
steps of the Wise Men in loving reverent service 
of our Lord. If we had Charity, we should 
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have Love to offer at His Feet the very purest, 
brighest gold, which we could bring to our 
King ! Remember we are still in the season of 

r 

Epiphany, still thinking about offerings, and 
what we can bring to Jesus. We shall only 
have one week more, in which to recollect these 
things, and then another season of the Church's 
year will set in: Will you not try, even the 
very poorest amongst you, before this time of 
Epiphany passes away, to gain from God this 
best of all His gifts, that you may take it to the 
Feet of your Lord, and offer it to Him ? For it 
is the gift of God. Alas ! yes. We are so far 
gone from Him, that, though His love to us is 
unbounded, we cannot, of ourselves, love Him 
in return ! We must ask for the power to love, 
as for a gift from Him. And this love may be 
shewn, as you know, by going with loving hearts 
to God's House ; by praying to and praising 
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Him With hearts full of thanksgiving and trust ; 
and by doing all that we can for His Glory. 
These are some of the ways in which we can 
shew our Love for God, and offer it to Him. 

Then there is another part of true Charity ; 
for love to God, must be shewn in two ways, 
namely, in love to God, and in love to one an- 
other. When we think of this, it is a sad 
thought. Perhaps you say, why so ? Yet all 
the while, I think, you must feel it, if you do but 
think. For if the Love of God is shewn by 
love to one another, we may well be sad at what 
we see around us. The Blessed Spirit did 
indeed sow good seed in the field of our hearts, 
when, by His operation in Holy Baptism, we 
became the children of God. But there has 
been an enemy at work, may be, whilst we slept 
unmindful, unwatchful, and he has sown evil 
seed, and behold ! amongst the little good grain, 
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amongst the few golden ears well filled, above 
all, amongst the least well-favoured, have sprung 
up the tares of unkind thoughts, of hasty words, 
of evil passions, of self-love, of forgetfulness of 
others, of coldness and indifference. Yes ! 
" An enemy hath done this." And now, what 
is the general characteristic of Christians ? If 
a heathen man was to come into this village, 
what do you think he would say of those he saw 
there ? would his exclamation be, as of old, 
" See how these Christians love one another ?" 
Alas ! would it not be more likely that some 
such remark as this might be made, — (I have 
myself heard it made, very much in these words, 
by one who had been long far away from a 
Christian home,) — " How you Christians vilify 
one another!" I suppose he who said this 
could not understand, when he had been amongst 
heathens, how they who called themselves by 
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the name of Christ, the God of Love, could 
have so little charity for one another. How 
grievous, how shameful to us all it is, that such 
a remark could ever with truth be made ! Let 
us earnestly pray for this gift, this mainspring 
of all true religion, this " Bond of Perfectness," 
and let us strive in all the ways we can, to shew 
our love to God, and our love to our neighbour, 
which is the best way of drawing others to love 
Him. In that last Great Day there shall be 
heard by every soul those words which express 
an eternity of blessedness, or an eternity of woe, 
when taken in the more extensive view of the 
parable, — " Gather ye together first the tares 
and bind them in bundles to bum them ; but 
gather the wheat into My barn.*' In which 
Heavenly storehouse may we all be garnered, 
for Jesus Christ His sake. Amen. 



Sixth Mttk after €piphmiB. 

THE ASSURANCE OF A PURE 

HEART. 



" And every man that hath this Hope in him purifieth 
himself." — i S.John iii. 3. 



T AST week we spoke of the grace of Charity, 
and to-day's reading leads us to the con- 
sideration of that which perfects this grace of 
Love in our souls, namely, Purity. That such 
is the case, we learn from the context, for when 
we look at the reference attached to the text, 
we find the words, " Herein is our Love made 
perfect," adding, also, " that we may have bold- 
ness in the Day of Judgment" From all this, 
then, we may surely gather, that Purity perfects 



^ 
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our Love, that it gives us assurance in the Day of 
Judgment, and that it is a grace we must all cul- 
tivate, and re^rd as a test, of our well-grounded 
Hope of Eternal Life. We may add, also, that 
it is the one condition, of our ever being ad- 
mitted to the Si^t of God. S. John says, " we 
shall see Him as He is, and every man that 
hath this Hope in Him purifieth himself, even 
as He is Pure." And our Lord Himself said, 
" Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see 
God'^ So David writes, "who shall ascend 
into the hill of the Lord ? or who shall stand in 
His holy place? He that hath clean hands 
and a pure heart. This is the generation of 
them that seek Him^ that seek Thy Face, O God 
of Jacob."* What then is this Purity, to which 
the Word of God attaches such importance? 

^ See Marginal Reading. 
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How can it be described, so exceeding lovely 
and perfect ! 

The still, clear, bright pool at the foot of . 
some rock-spring, the spotless whiteness of 
fresh fallen snow, the light fleecy clouds, flitting 
over the blue sky, the virgin lily, the sweet 
ways of a little innocent child, may all help us 
to conceive what Purity is, but nothing in this 
world is really like Purity, because Purity has 
in it no trace of sin, no evil, no defilement, and 
all in this world is stained with sin, all but one 
thing, the grace of God. Still though we can 
so little grasp what Purity is, we must be pos- 
sessed of it, we must aim at it, we must ask 
it of God, for all that truly hope one day to 
see Him, purify themselves, even as He is 
pure. ^ One thing is certain, with Purity, sin can 
have nothing to do, it must be put aside. For 
this very reason was the Son of God manifested, 
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" that He might destroy the works of the devil." 
This was the one great reason of His Epiphany, 
the readings on which we to-day close. And it 
is thus He still manifests Himself, with power 
in us over evil. It is still He Who must de- 
stroy. We, indeed, come to Him, seek grace 
of Him, wrestle strongly in prayer with Him, 
in order to overcome our sins, but yet it is He 
Whose power alone can release us ; when we 
have overcome, it is He alone Who has worked 
mightily in us, we are more than conquerors 
through Him. And further, as we more and 
more experience the power .of Christ within our 
souls, overcoming our evil by His good spirit, 
so in proportion will our love to Him increase, 
and thus Purity will more and more perfect our 
Love, and Love, ever going on unto perfection, 
will grow into child-like confidence, and the as- 
surance which springs from loving obedience. 
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Must It not be so? for if sin causes fear, 
obedience, that is, Holiness, must give rise to a 
well-grounded hope. What child ever did his 
parents' will, and had not a good hope of his 
parents* favour ? 

We have spoken of the necessity of Purity, if 
we ever hope to see God, but there is a still 
more wonderful lesson to be learnt from this 
week's teaching, it is this — the Sight of God 
will transform us into His Image, " we shall be 
like Him for we shall see Him." When the 
rays of His Glory shine on tlie pure in heart, 
they shall partake of His Brightness. Have 
you never noticed how, when the sun shines on 
any pure, clear object, it becomes so brilliant, 
so dazzling, so like the sun, that you cannot 
bear with unshaded eyes to look upon it "i So, 
also, will it be in that day, when the Light of 
God's Countenance shall shine, on the f^es of 
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those who are pure In heart. They will lose 
their ov/n likeness in the unveiled Glory of 
His. 

All this being so then, what manner of per- 
sons ought we to be " in all holy conversation 
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the 
coming of the Day of God." For, as if to en- 
force all her previous teaching, the Church, this 
week, again brings before us the second Coming 
of Christ, as if by trying her last resource of 
fear to move us to repentance once more. 

We have learnt what we should be, what we 
must be, in order to have the full Blessedness of 
Heaven, let us, for one moment, consider what 
we shall be, if we neglect this warning. There 
is a manner, after which all flesh shall see God, 
though not in the Vision of Blessedness. Con- 
sider Rev. i. 7, — " Behold He cometh with 
clouds ; and every eye shall see H im, and they 
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also which pierced Him : and all kindreds of 
the earth shall wail because of Him." 

But, perhaps, you think "this cannot apply 
to me, I was not alive when Jesus suffered, it 
was those who nailed Him to the Cross, and 
the soldiers who pierced His Side, to whom 
these words alone refer." Alas ! not so. That 
forgetfulness of God last Sunday, when you 
stayed at home, knowing, you ought to have 
gone to Church, pierced Him ; that intemper- 
ance indulged in, with the money you ought tp 
have brought home to your wife and little ones, 
pierced Him ; that disregard of God's minister, 
that neglect of Holy Communion, that disrespect 
to your parents, disobedience at school, little 
act of dishonesty, that untruthfulness, these are 
the Nails, and the Spear, and the Crown of 
Thorns, which you and I, and all who wilfully 
sin^ bring forth once more, and with which 
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we again afresh cause our dear Lord grief- 
Would we, then, strive to soothe, and heal those 
sad Wounds which we have caused, we must 
hasten to the Cross, and there plead them before 
God, asking, with tears, that for Christ's Sake 
He would pardon us, and that Jesus would take 
the sins which caused Him such cruel pangs, 
and nail them for ever to His Cross. So that 
at the Last Great Day, when we, amongst all 
people, shall behold Him Whom we have 
pierced, we may see in those Sacred Wound- 
prints, not our condemnation, but our sure 
pardon, that we, with His disciples of old, may 
be able to rejoice when we see the Lord, and be 
numbered with that company of the pure in 
heart, who, in endless blessedness, "shall see 
God." 



SHtek after StftrnqtBim^f 

OR, 

SEVENTY DAYS BEFORE EASTER, 

PREPARATION FOR LENT 



" I keep under my body." — i Cor, ix. 27. 



\\T^ enter to-day into a new season in the 
Church's year, and, laying aside the joy 
and teaching of Epiphany, begin to prepare 
ourselves for the solemn forty days of Lent. 

Last Sunday was called Septuagesima Sun- 
day, that is, the Sunday seventy days before 
Easter ; so that we are now come to the third 
Sunday before Lent. The teaching of last 
week on the grace of Purity, and the considera- 
tion of the awful Sight of God which they shall 
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have who have not fled to Him for pardon, 
would naturally bring us, by the help of the 
Holy Spirit, to a sense of our own sins. Thus 
the Collect declares in humble confession, " We 
are justly punished for our offences." We may 
well imagine one who had meditated on the 
events of the Last Great Day, and been con- 
victed of his own sinfulness, thus humbling him- 
self before God. The thought of purity having 
helped him to see his own defilement, like the 
penitent on the cross, he confesses that he suffers 
fof his sins "justly." But this week's teaching 
does not stop at the confession of sin ; it shews 
us how we are to amende and the kind of dis- 
cipline we should use in order to make our 
amendment sure, and whereby to test our deter- 
mination to do better ; and further still, it pro- 
mises certain reward to all those who work, ac- 
cording to God's Will, in His vineyard. The 

I 
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vineyard of God. And where is that ? First, 
it must be understood as situate in each indi- 
vidual heart ; secondly, in our own particular 
neighbourhood ; thirdly, in the whole world. 
And to each one of us He says, " Go ye alsa 
into the vineyard." 

We will to-day consider the first-named field 
of labour, namely, each individual soul. How 
have we, each one of us, tended and trained 
that vineyard within us ? When we go there, 
when our Lord comes there, what does He, 
what do we see ? Is there '\muck fruit ?" In 
these hearts of ours, is there Love, is there 
Faith, is there Hope in God? **Go ye also 
into the vineyard ;" search and look, examine 
and prove your own selves, that you put not off 
until it be too late. Go at once, and though it 
be at the eleventh hour, the reward of obedience 
will be yours. Supposing, however, you have 
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searched your own hearts, have you not found 
that instead of " much fruit" there is at best but 
very very little, — that, for the most part, you 
see a garden unkept, a vineyard wild and un- 
fruitful ? What, then, in such a case, must we 
do ? First, let us think where we have most 
erred. Of the three kinds of sin, — of thought 
and word, and deed,-r-the two last are what, 
probably, we shall most easily become conscious 
of, and they are both sins of the body. Sins of 
thought must, indeed, generally, have come first, 
but the sins, the acts themselves, were bodily 
acts ; the tongue and the hands, or our other 
members, have had to do with them. 

And do we long to amend ? There is but 
one way. It must be by discipline, that is, by 
scholarship; we must learn in Christ's school^ 
and in the school of the Saints. S. Paul, in the 
Epistle for the day, uses the words of the text, 

I 2 
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" I keep under my body ;" and, you know, from 
first to last, Jesus gave His Sacred Body to 
fulfil the Will of God, — even to crucifixion and 
to burial He gave It And so must sin be dead 
and buried within us, even while we live here 
below, so far as in us lies. We must have 
dominion, by God's help, over ourselves; we 
must keep under our bodies, with all their evil 
inclinations, even unto death. 

" Every one that striveth for the mastery is 
temperate." Temperate, not only in meat and 
drink, but in " all things.'' Can we not find 
here food enough for self-examination and medi- 
tation ? are we temperate in all things ? Passing 
over those grievous ways in which some are led 
away into sin, what shall we say of sins of 
temper, of sins of the tongue, of which S. James 
writes in such solemn and awful words. He 

Us us that if we are able to bridle the tongue, 
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we shall be able to control the whole body. And 
setting again aside, the worst sins of the tongue, 
how very sad is the list which still remains, — 
speaking evil one of another, backbiting, un- 
truthfulness, unkind words, thoughtless words, 
careless words, hasty words, words said in 
temper, untimely, unseemly words. Such as 
tjj^ese it is, which do so much harm, and cause so 
much evil ; and yet, by our words we shall be 
judged, and for every idle use of the tongue, we 
shall have to give account. 

Let us, each one of us, begin now to try 
and gain the mastery over this evil, and 
when we feel inclined to speak hastily, wrongly, 
or unkindly, let us check ourselves for a mo- 
ment. Many an evil word would never be 
uttered, if we waited a single moment ; thus 
should we learn to be " slow to speak, slow 
to wrath," and be truly the scholars of Him 



Il8 PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

Who by a Holy Silence met the taunts of His 
enemies. 

At this time, then, apply this rule of discipline 
to whatever you feel is your own particular 
temptation of the flesh, and remember for com- 
fort and encouragement, that just as evil habits 
grow stronger by repeated sins, so the oftener 
you check sin and gain the mastery, the weal^r 
will the power of sin become, your strength will 
increase with every victory ; and remember, also, 
you do it to obtain an incorruptible crown, a re- 
ward which is secured to all that overcome by 
the Word of God. " Why," therefore, " stand 
ye here all the day idle ?" ** Go ye also into the 
vineyard." 



Q 



Sfteck after Sexage^fhrta, 

OR, 

SIXTY DAYS BEFORE EASTER. 

OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD 



"Who is offended and I bum not?" — 2 Cor, xi. 29, 



\7'0U will remember that last week we divided 
the subject of meditation, namely, the 
Lord's Vineyard, into three parts, and took for 
our consideration the first, namely, the Vineyard 
of God in our own souls. To-day we will en- 
deavour to combine the lesson to be drawn from 
the second part, with the Church teaching of this 
week. Before, however, quite entering into the 
subject, let us consider two things, first, the 
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spirit of the Collectj and then the reason for that ' 
arrangement of our services, by which we find 
the Epistle for the day is always placed before 
the Gospel. This will suggest much in to-day's 
teaching. First, as to the spirit of the Collect. 
What kind of person should you think wrote it ? 
He must have been a very humble man, for he 
calls God to witness thus : " O Lord God, Who 
seest that we put not our trust in anything that 
we do." How clear must his own self-know- 
ledge have been, and his heart, how thoroughly 
childlike, how wholly given to God! Let us 
learn here, then, distrust of self ; but also go on 
and see how the Collect likewise teaches the 
most entire trust in God. " Mercifully grant 
that by Thy power we may be defended against 
all adversity." From this let us learn, in all 
need, to look to God, Who has all Power, all 
willingness to aid, combined with all-seeing 
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Watchfulness as to the needs of His people. 
" We have no power of ourselves, but we have 
entire trust in the Power of God," this may 
be said to be the spirit or mind of the Collect. 

Now let us see why the Epistle for the day 
is always placed before the Gospel. The 
Epistles generally contain the teaching of th^ 
Apostles and servants of Christ as they had 
been taught of Him, while the Gospels contain 
our Lord's own words, and the records of Him 
and His Holy Life and Ministry; and, just as the 
Lord, when on earth, sent out His disciples to 
go before Him into "every city and place 
whither He Himself would come," so now the 
Church sends forth, as it were, the teaching of 
the Epistles, before she gives us the teaching of 
the Lord Himself. And what can we learn 
from this ? I think we may gather from it a very 
beautiful lesson. First, from the Collect we 
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gather what our spirit should be, how distrustful 
of our own power, how trustful in the Lord's 
help. And then we learn how for each one of 
us there is a work in the world, how we are to 
go about doing good, how we should be as the 
Epistles of Jesus and His Saints, " known and 
read of all men ;" how we should go into God's 
vineyard striving to work for Him, preparing 
the way for Him, preparing the way for His 
work in the souls of others. O how different 
would the world be if all went about in this 
spirit of humble loving ministry. Yes ; it must 
be a loving one ; nothing will really do but 
a spirit of love. We must strive more and 
more to see in all around us those for whom 
Jesus died ; we must think of them in Him, re- 
membering that He suffered for them, agonized 
for them, quite as much as for ourselves. For 
His sake we must love them ; we must, that is, 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 1 23 

look upon all around us» as those to whom, as 
occasion offers, we are cheerfully willing to 
render any office of kindness or assistance. We 
are to do to them as we should like them to do to 
us. And which of us is doing this ? Dare we 
take up the manner of the Collect, and say, 
" O Lord God, Who seest that we are kind and 
loving unto all men ?" But yet, what was 
S. Paul able to say ? " Who is weak and I am 
not weak ; who is offended and I bum not ?" 
There were none he did not sympathize with ; 
he was daily bearing the car^s of others. What 
are we doing for our neighbours ? Does it 
matter to us if any one is offended ? If there is 
disagreement between any, do we strive to make 
peace ? Do we try to find out the wants and 
sorrows of others, not from idle curiosity and 
being busy with other people's matters, but 
with a sincere desire to support, to comfort, to 
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assist Anyone who has had the experience of 
even a moderate length of days, must, or might 
know, how much trouble, and need, and sadness, 
often lie beneath what seems far from any of 
these things. We pray God, in the Collect, to 
defend us against all adversity by His Power. 
The world is full of adversity, of affliction, of 
sorrow ; of this there is no doubt The ques- 
tion is, what are we doing to lighten this 
trouble, to soothe this sorrow, especially amongst 
those near whom we live ? Depend upon it, if 
we would strive to lead others to God, we must 
live and act, so as to make others love religion ; 
.we must shew, by what we do, that we have a 
principle of action within us, worthy of attain- 
ment ; others must take knowledge of us that 
we have been "with Jesus" if we would have 
them also learn of Him. If we wish others to 
love Christianity, we must be Christians our- 
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selves, and act as such, and there is no mark of 
Christianity worth anything, but loving-kind^ 
ness. We may be respectable, and moral, and 
churchgoing, and regular at Holy Communion 
at stated times, and honest, and sober, but un^ 
less, with all this, we are really kind^ we are no- 
thing. Whatever you do, then, be loving. Go 
about with this spirit, take other people's 
burdens upon yourselves, and try and help 
them; Strive never to give annoyance when 
you can avoid it; consider the infirmities of 
others, and try not to rouse them; seek to 
forget yourselves, and at least to have some of 
that spirit, which would make us ready ** to lay 
down our lives for the brethren." 

All around us, as in the Gospel narrative, 
God, by His Spirit, by His Ministers, by His 
Word, by alj His dealings with us, is sowing 
precious seed ; but never forget, at the same 
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time, there is the devil ready to take the seed 
away before it has had time to expand, and take 
root, and spring up ; there is the sun of pros- 
perity ever ready to shrivel up the young spring- 
ing seed, with the withering spirit of selfishness ; 
and there are the fowls of the , air, all the out- 
ward light flitting temptations of the world, 
reach to catch away the seed sown, and to de- 
vour it, leaving the heart, as it were, for their 
next prey. The holy seed needs to. be 
watched, more carefully than any well-sown 
field of this world, every means must be em- 
ployed to preserve it, lest it be plucked away. 
Seek to have an honest and good heart your- 
selves, and to bring forth fruit with patience ; 
go through your daily lives, striving, wherever 
you are, to foster the good seed ; support every 
means of doing good, which lies in your power ; 
be regular at all the means of grace, and strive 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING- 1 27 

in all ways you can to help the work of God's 
ministers ; forget yourselves as much as possible^ 
thinking most of God and of those around you ; 
and endeavour so to bear one another's burdens, 
that you may fulfil the Law of Christ, so to live 
in all things that you may " prepare the way of 
the Lord." 



m 



^c Mtzlt after (JSumquagtsima, 

OR, 

FIFTY DAYS BEFORE EASTER. 

THE VINEYARD OF THE WORLD. 



" Charity never faileth." — i Cor. xiii. 8. 



AX/'E come to-day to the third part of our 
meditation on the Vineyard of God, 
namely, the Vineyard of the World. We have 
seen our duty as regards our own souls, and 
the souls and interests of others close around 
us, to-day let us consider the Vineyard of the 
World, the labours of the Blessed Lord in that 
Vineyard, and our own obligation to follow in 
His steps. We have already spoken of the 
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love of God, without which, before Him, we are 
counted as dead, that most excellent gift of 
Charity, the very bond of peace, the unfailing, 
never ceasing, ever-flowing river of Divine 
Love. How was this Love especially shewn 
forth in our Lord's life when he came and dwelt 
with us ? His whole life was one of love, but 
there was surely one thing through all, that 
above all, shewed His infinite Charity. What 
was it? Surely this, that He came into the 
world to save it, when there was yet scarcely 
any to love Him, and that He even died for 
you and me, and all oi us, before we were born^ 
before we had any chance of loving Him in re- 
turn, or of doing anything for Him ; before we 
were, He died for us. 

This is love almost inconceivable, that Christ 
should die for them, who, as yet, knew Him 
not, and for the ungodly ! Well might He ex- 

K 
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claim in the language of the prophet, *' What 
could have been done more to My Vineyard 
that I have not done in it" His Charity never 
failed. Springing up in the Vast Bosom o£ 
Eternal Love before the worlds, It flowed 
through the Everlasting Ages, broke foi:th in 
wondrous purity and brightness at Bethlehem, 
and, flowing on until Calvary -was reached, 
spread there for ever and ever a cleansing 
Flood, across and through Which alone, can we 
ever reach the Sea of Crystal which lies calm 
and still on the shores of Paradise. Is our love 
anything like this ? Christ's love embraced the 
the whole Vineyard of the World, and never 
stayed nor rested, until it accomplished its mis- 
sion. What are we doing in the World's Vine- 
yard ? Supposing we are at work in bur own 
souls, and amongst those immediately around us 
we are doing, indeed, the first part of our duty> 
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but there lies a great wide field beyond that, 
far, far away, all over our own land, and beyond 
the sea. What are we doing for these ? 
Perhaps we think if we listen to the Mission 
Sermons, which most of us hear every year, 
and give what we can, or collect what we can, 
we are doing all we ought. But not so. Charity 
to the world, thirst for the salvation of all men, 
should surely mingle in almost every prayer we 
utter, for it was our Lprd's great longing, even 
His own words on the Cross, " I thirst" ex- 
pressed, it is believed, this deep desire for the 
saving of souls. When we pray " Thy King- 
dom come. Thy Will be done in earth as it is 
in Heaven," we should strive in thought and 
prayer in each petition to embrace all those still 
far away from God, in all heathen lands not yet 
knowing Him. O, if from every cottage home 
in all the quiet villages in England, once a day 

K 2 
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this prayer was earnestly put up to God for the 
salvation of the world, who can tell the wonders 
it might work ; nay, if one person in this place 
put up that prs^yer, with this intention, we know 
not what might be the result Think, too, of 
the misery all over the earth ; of the weary, and 
sick, and poor in our own land ; of the unjustly 
treated ; of the prisoners, the slaves in distant 
countries, and of the sinners. Think of God s 
Ministers labouring in far off lands, in untold 
dangers ; think of the tempest-tossed, thq 
wanderers, the despairing. 

What are you doing for them ? Are you 
joining with the Church in those prayers which 
shew her charity to be after the pattern of her 
Lord ? Do you ever from the heart utter those 
beautiful words of petition for " all those afflicted 
or distressed ;" or, in the Litany, for the erring 
and deceived ; for the " weak-hearted," for tho 
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fallen, far all that ai*e in " danger,, necessity, and 
tribulation/' for the sick, and the captives ? And 
when you pray these prayefs, do you strive, not 
only to think of your own troubles, but to en- 
large your heart to take, in all who are thus 
afflicted. You cannot tell what sufferer your 
prayers may not help, what poor wavering 
sinner they may not obtain grace for, to stand 
firm. Let us not fear, " Charity never faileth !" 
And now let us go on to another thought. 
Can we take up our dear Lord's words in the 
Gospel, and say with Him, " Behold we go up 
to Jerusalem ?" He was going up to His 
death and resurrection, and to the true Jeru'- 
salem above. Are we journeying with Him, 
so that " through the grave axid gate of death," 
we may pass to our joyful resurrection } O how 
we ought to be preparing for that day ! Now 
we see as through a glass darkly ; we are, for 
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the most part, well-nigh as blind to spiritual 
things, as the poor man who was healed by our 
Lord of natural blindness, of whom we read in 
the Gospel. But, then, are we trying to have 
our sight restored ? Do we go with him to 
Jesus, and cry from our hearts, " Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me." If so, be sure ere 
long the prayer will in some sort be graciously 
answered. Jesus will communicate with each of 
us, as He did when He said to the blind man, 
•* What wilt thou that I should do unto thee ?" 
Be his, our answer also, " Lord, that I may 
receive my sight," and the Divine response, 
that vouchsafed to each one of us, " Receive 
thy sight." If it be blessed to be enlightened 
now by the Word of God, what will it be when, 
on the other side of Jordan, the faithful awake 
from the sleep of death, and come forth from 
the mists of the river ! What will it be, when 
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not only the inner soul has its sight restored, 
but when we know no longer " in part," but as 
we ourselves are known ; when we see no longer 
" through a glass darklyf but then face to face ; " 
when all knowledge and Love shall be perfected, 
and we ourselves lost in that vast ocean of 

• 

Charity, which to all eternity "never faileth," 
even the " Ocean of Thy Love," O God ! 



SB 



REPENtANCE. 

- * ■ — - 

"Turn unto the Lord your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful."— :^^/ ii. 13. 



TN the Collect for to-day, the main point of 
our petition is, the Forgiveness of Sins, and 
the path by which we are to reach that inesti- 
mable Gift of God, is plainly pointed out to us. 
I mean the path of true Repentance. All 
through the last three weeks, we have been 
striving to prepare for Lent, by meditating on 
what we are, and what we ought to be. Have 
we, from these meditations, found out in any 
measure what we are ? Then, surely, we shall be 
ready to cry in the words of the Collect, 
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"Create and iDake in u^ new and contrite 
hearts," for we cannot repent without God'd 
hdp, we cannot return to Him without His 
special grace. The Epistle for the day en^ 
courages us to Repentance by the consideration 
of the mercy and goodness of God, as in the tdxt, 
" Turn unto the Lord your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful." And surely if we need 
any further proof of His Mercy and Love, we 
have one of the strongest, in the event we this 
day commemorate. For what is Ash Wednes** 
day, but the day on which we keep in mind, the 
beginning of our dear Lord's solitary sojourn in 
the wilderness, for our sakes. Think of HinU 
there, without food, fasting, lonely, desolate, for 
us, "with the wild beasts!" Ah! how should 
the thought melt our hearts, and teach us to 
hate sin, how should it lead us to be with Him 
all through Lent, so far as we are able, as well 
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as on the this first day, endeavouring to over- 
come sin and Satan in His strength, by His 
example. Let us seriously set ourselves then 
to understand more of this matter, let us learn 
what true Repentance is, that so heartily sor- 
rowing, we may obtain Forgiveness^ and being 
forgiven, may be enabled, by God's grace, to 
run the way of His commandments. What, 
then, is true Repentance ? It consists of three 
parts, namely, — sorrow, confession, and amend- 
mend. And this, with all our hearts, and, as 
on this day, with fasting, with weeping, and 
with mourning, so far as in us lies, as God 
igives us power. Is our penitence anything like 
this ? Have we brought our sins to God ? 
Have we confessed them to Him, told Him of 
them by name, sorrowed over them, most of all, 
because they were against such Love as His ? 
'^ave we besought His Grace, and resolutely 
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set ourselves to amend. Perhaps some of us 
have done so, and long to do so still more. 
Then, to such, let this opportunity of Lent be 
as much as possible a time of quiet thought, of 
renewed self-examination, of fasting and prayer, 
of increased earnestness, of more frequent com- 
munion with God in all the means of Grace, 
and especially in the Holy Communion of the 
Body and Blood of Christ. And should you 
be perplexed or troubled in your earnest en- 
deavours to be more and more faithful partakers 
of this Blessed Sacrament ; are you unable to 
quiet your own conscience; never forget that 
to such the Church of God opens a way of con- 
solation, counsel and absolution. She would 
have all her children free in the service of God, 
and so in trouble, such as this, she draws tTiem 
to her, weeping, and trembling, and lonely, that 
she may comfort them by the ministry of God's 
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Holy Word, and convey her Lord s pardon to 
them. This is spoken of in the concluding por- 
tion of the first address inviting Us to the Lord*s 
Supper, after the directions given us for pre- 
paring ourselves for this Holy Feast, you Will 
find it if you refer to your Prayer Book. The 
passage runs as follows : — " And because it is 
requisite that no man should come to the Holy 
Communion, but with a full trust in God's mercy, 
and with a quiet conscience ; therefore, if there 
be any of you who by this means cannot quiet 
his own conscience herein, but requireth further 
comfort or counsel, let him come to me, or to 
some other discreet and learned minister of 
God's Word, and open his grief, that by the 
ministry of God's Holy Word, he may receive 
the benefit of Absolution, together with ghostly 
counsel and advice, to the quieting of his con- 
science, and avoiding of all scruple and doubt- 



\ 
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fulness." And it were well indeed, if this duty 
were more practised than it is, How many 
burdened souls might thus be relieved, how 
many weak and wavering one§ strengthened ? 
It can never be well for the Church's blessings to 
lie idle. Our Lord is ever crying, " Come unto 
Me all ye that labour and are heavy laden," and 
this loving invitation may be heard by us in 
every means of grace, in every blessing of the 
Church, through every duly ordained minister 
of God s Word. Men may dispute and doubt, 
but nevertheless so it is. God's Ministers, like 
their Lord, are sent to " Bind up the broken- 
hearted, to preagh deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that arp bruised," not, indeed, by 
by their own power, but by His power com- 
mitted unto them, and acting through them as 
appointed channels of blessing. They are as 
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the ambassadors of Christ, sent by Him to do 
His work on earth, to beseech men that they 
turn from their sins, and be reconciled to God, 
to watch for their souls, as they that must give 
account. If theirs be indeed an awful weight 
of responsibility, what must be the condemna- 
tion of those who neglect the offer of Salvation 
with which they are charged from God to men, 
the Gospel of Peace which they preach ! 
" How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
Salvation ?" Let us, then, listen attentively 
and earnestly this day to that renewed call to 
Repentance which is sounding in our ears, that 
path of godly sorrow, which alone can lead us 
to the Peace of God. " Turn ye even unto Me, 
saith the Lord, with fasting and' with weeping, 
and with mourning ;" " Who knoweth if He will 
return and repent, and leave a blessing behind 
Him." 



SiciA ^ttk in %txtt 
ABSTINENCE. 



" In Fastings." — 3 Cor. vi. 5. 



'T' H E Collect for the week speaks almost ex- 
clusively on one point, namely, Abstinence, 
as a means of grace. The Epistle enforces the 
same by the example of S. Paul in the text, and 
the Gospel concludes the evidence by the ac- 
count of our Lord's Fasting. We cannot, 
therefore, doubt but that in all this there is 
a real lesson for us, — ^something, that is, which 
we are to take hold of and act upon. Let us 
ever, during our Lent readings, keep in mind, 
that this is a time for discipline, for learning in 
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the school of Christ, for gaining more mastery 
over ourselves, so that when Easter comes, we 
may be enabled to praise God with joyful lips, 
feeling and knowing that He has blessed us, 
and taught us many things for the good of our 
souls, during this holy season. Th^ happiness 
of Easter Day will chiefly depend on how we 
have kept our Lent During these six weeks, 
then, we will, in turn, ampngst other considera- 
tions, endeavour to muse on the different means 
for overcoming sin, which God has given to us, 
and instructed us to use, and to-day we will 
meditate on, and speak of, Fiisting and Ab- 
stinence. 

Fasting and Abstinence are different degrees 
of the same discipline ; both signify, to abstain 
from gratification. But Fasting is a more strict 
method than Abstinence, and signifies taking 
less of anything fhan qv^n Abstinence dpes, 
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Both these modes of denying ourselves, are 
spoken of by our Church in the beginning of 
our. Prayer Books, and all the days given which 
the Church teaches should be so observed. 
There cannot be a doubt that as Church-people 
we are bound, on these days, to endeavour to 
make some difference in our enjoyments of 
various kinds, that our flesh being subdued to 
the Spirit we may ever obey His godly motions 
in righteousness and true holine3s," We may 
be sure that every time we deny ourselves, a^ 
a religious duty, and in order to keep ourselves* 
in check, it must prove a bjegsing to our souls. 
As to the way in which we should fast, it must 
vary according to our strength, but if we try 
sincerely and regularly at certain times to mortify 
our natural inclinations, God will help us, and 
shew us yet more how to live to Him. Then, 
besides the matter of denying ourselves in food, 

L 
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in meat, and in drink, we must keep at these 
times from anything which we feel to be espe- 
cially pleasing. Supposing, then, that every 
Friday this Lent we each of us made a resolu- 
tion to deny ourselves something, either in the 
way of food, or gratification of some sort. This 
would be a beginning, and it is well not to 
attempt too much at first, for fear of failure and 
discouragement Only let us do something, and 
do it regularly and courageously, that we may 
each of us contribute at least in some measure 
to the renewal of that discipline which has, as 
a rule, been allowed so sadly to drop through. 
The great use of Fasting is, that it keeps under 
the body, and helps us to conquer sin, enabling 
us, at the same time, in some small degree, to 
enter into what Jesus suffered for us. His Life 
was, in a sense, one continual Fast ,- not mdeed 
in the way of abstaining from food only, but in 
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the denial to Himself of all such natural grati- 
fications, as could in any way interfere with His 
great object of becoming a Sacrifice for sin, and 
also an Example of godly life. He " pleased 
not Himself," " came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give His Life a ransom 
for many." How many little indulgences we 
allow ourselves, but from the first, He came to a 
Life of poverty, of loneliness, of self-forgetfulness. 
How full of softness and comfort, are some of 
our lives, yet even from the time of His Birth 
it might be said of Him, that He had not 
"where to lay His Head." He became poor 
for our sakes. His whole soul was bent on one 
thing only, — ^to do His Father's Will, — this was 
His Food. Do you not remember when our 
Blessed Lord, weary with His journey to Sychar, 
a city of Samaria, sat by the well there, that 
His disciples came and prayed Him saying, 

L 2 
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" Master, eat ;" but He said unto them, " My 
Meat IS to do the Will of Him that sent Me, 
and to finish His work ?" How wonderfully 
here our Lord teaches us self-forgetfulness, and 
entire surrender of ourselves to God's work. 
S. Paul was a close follower of his Master, and 
he considered fasting as one of the proofs of his 
ministry. " In all things," he says, " approving 
ourselves as the Ministers of God, in much 
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dis- 
tresses, in labours, in watchings, in 

fastings'' Our Lord gives us directions how 
we are to fast. "Thou, when thou fastest, 
anoint thy head, and wash thy face, that thou 
appear not unto men to fast, but unto Thy 
Father which is in secret" Perhaps this pas- 
sage will help us more than any other to see 
this duty, since the conclusion of it is so re- 
markable, — "And thy Father which seeth in 
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secret shall reward thee openly." Fasting, 
then, in this spirit, unostentatious, humble fast- 
ing, is well pleasing in God's sight, and shall be 
rewarded of Him openly. Surely these words 
are alone sufficient to induce us to follow this 
holy practice, this path along which all the 
greatest saints have gone before us, in the Foot- 
steps of their Lord. Something which God 
will reward ! And what is it, what will it be, to 
have the reward of God ! In this life, even, 
how sweet, how very sweet it is, to have any 
hope that God is really blessing us, personally 
dealing with us, personally considering us ! He 
rewards us even here for well-doing ; what, then, 
will the Eternal recompense be, when, the battle 
over and the victory won, we " rest upon H is 
Holy Hill ?" Well is it to endure hardness 
now, as good soldiers of Christ, that we may 
learn, as it has been beautifully written, " how 
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« 

to tread on the rough places of our pathway, 
that so when we come to the banks of the 
Jordan, the rugged stones may not cut our feet." 
Be it ours, then, this Lent, so to abstain and to 
fast, that our flesh may be subdued to the Spirit, 
since we are come to those days of which our 
Blessed Lord spake when He said, " Then shall 
they fast" 



m 
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Sceoitb SStflt in %tnt 
PRAYER. 

— - 

We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to 
walk, and to please God, so ye would abound more and 
more. — i Thess, iv. i. 



'T'O abound more and more! Does this re- 
semble the generality of our lives ? Do 
we look for a difference in our souls year by 
year, expecting to find more grace therein next 
year, than we have this ? , Do we purpose to 
become different people, that is, more earnest, 
more holy, as we grow older? Do we press 
forward from the use of one means of grace, to 
still further instruction and learning in the ways 
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of God ? For we must either grow in grace 
or go back ; there is no standing still. We 
become different, though we see it not, every 
year ; we are either nearer God, or further from 
Him; losing grace, or abounding more and 
more. How, then, shall we attain to this 
growth in Heavenly things ? Only by con- 
stant, unwearied use of the means given to us ; 
as we have been taught, so ought we to walk 
and to please God. You will remember that 
we said that during Lent we would consider 
those various means with which we are pro- 
vided for growth in grace. So, as last week, 
we considered Fasting and Abstinence, let us 
now, tp-day, meditate on the subject of Prayer, 
to which we seem so especially pointed, by the 
Gospel for the week. And surely in this duty 
and privilege, we should endeavour, day by day, 
more and more earnestly, to follow the teaching 
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of the text, remembering that, as the Collect 
shews, we are constantly needing God's help 
both in soul and body, and that there is nothing 
too small for Him to think of, which concerns us 
since each baptized one is His child ; neither is 
there any place or condition in which we are safe, 
without His grace and protection. All around 
us are dangers to soul and body ; and within us, 
temptations innumerable to forsake our God. 
Well then may our petition be the prayer of the 
Collect, and our cry that of the poor woman in 
the Gospel, " Lord help me !" And this brings 
us to her beautiful history, her sorrow, her per- 
severing prayer, and the gracious answer which 
was at length vouchsafed to her. Who was 
she, who made this petition to Jesus ? A poor 
woman in great trouble, a stranger, a Gentile, a 
wofhan of Canaan. How was it that she came 
to our Lord ? Had she heard of His glorious 
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Epiphany Star, and did she know that He wa3 
" a Light to lighten the Gentiles ?" We cannot 
tell. One thing is certain, she was a woman of 
great faith, for she had this testimony from 
Jesus Himself; and a woman of humble, ear- 
nest, persevering prayer. Such we know she 
was. And what was her prayer — ^that cry of a 
great present need in the midst of a terrible 
affliction ? " Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
Thou Son of David ; my daughter is grievously 
vexed with a devil." There is something 
very touching in the history even thus far. It 
gives us such an idea of earnestness, of extreme 
need. She "cried" unto Him, she comes out 
to meet Him, even leaving her poor child, that 
she may speak on her behalf to the Great Phy- 
sician. We should have thought that at once 
our Lord would have heard that cry. Was it 
so ? Doubtless He heard it, " But, He 
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answered her not a word !" And did she give 
up crying? how could she, with her child not 
yet healed, left at home, and Jesus all-powerful 
at hand ! O no ! she follows Him crying still 
in the earnestness of her soul, so that the dis- 
ciples besought Jesus to send her away, pro- 
bably asking for her that her request should be 
granted. For the Lord then says, not speaking 
to the woman, but, as it were, in answer to the 
disciples, " I am not sent but unto the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel." Here was an- 
other discouragement; for, as we have seen, 
she was not an Israelite, but a Gentile. Will 
she now still hold out ? Will she have courage 
to go on ? 

It would seem from S. Mark's account, as has 
been said, that our Blessed Lord, at this period of 
the narrative, " entered into an house, and would 
have no man know it." What, another repulse ? 
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Perhaps the door was now shut upon her, and she 
' felt cast out for ever.. But still she will not give 
up ; for she remembers her poor child, and she 
knows and feels persuaded, that Jesus can help 
her. She will make one more effort Again 
she reaches Him ; she has fallen at His Feet 
worshipping Him, and by that one short prayer, 
" Lord, help me," again brings before Him her 
need. We know not whether by look or sign 
the Lord encouraged her, but His words seem 
to give her no hope : "It is not meet to take 
the children's bread and to cast it to dogs." 
And yet the very sound of His Voice seems to 
revive her ; and besides, though the words are 
so hopeless, still He has answered her. He 
speaks to her. Before He was silent ; now, at 
least. He speaks to her. Then she says to 
Him, " Truth, Lord. It is as Thou hast said, 
I am not worthy of Thy mercy ; I am but as 
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a dog. Thou hast said truly ; but even in this 
is my hope. Thou mayest, then, still help me, 
for " the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their Master's table r* "Then Jesus answered 
and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith ; 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. For this 
saying go thy way, the devil is gone out of thy 
daughter ; and her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour ;. and when she was come 
to her house she found the devil gone out, and 
her daughter laid upon the bed." 

There is much in this most heart-stirring 
narrative which each must fill up for himself ; 
but one thing seems to be stamped upon its 
teaching, and it is this, — ** Is any afflicted, let 
/him pray." Let him "pray without ceasing,'* 
until he obtains an answer of Peace. "Ask 
ind it shall be given you, seek ^jid ye shall find, 
kaock and it s^;^ll be opened untp you." "Ask 
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and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." 
So shall It be with each one of us, as we 
"abound more and more" in earnest supplica- 
tion and holy living. "Ye know what com- 
mandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus." 
" We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you, by 
the Lord Jesus, that as- ye have received of us 
how ye ought to walk, and to please God, so ye 
would abound more and more." 



^ 



^hirb Sacek in fcnt. 

HOLY DESIRES. 



" The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, and righteousness^ 

and truth." — Ephesians v. 9. 

TN the Collect for this week, we ask God, 
very earnestly, to look upon our ** hearty 
desires." Indeed this is a very solemn prayer, 
a very serious one to pray. Supposing to-day 
any one could read each of our hearts, what 
would he see there stronger than all ? what 
would he find the uppermost wish ? what would 
he find were our " hearty desires ?'* And yet 
to-day we pray God to look upon these desires, 
and also call ourselves His " humble servants." 
I am afraid we often repeat and follow prayers 
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without thinking really what they mean. Well 
may we now ask whether we are humble, 
whether we have within us " hearty desires/' 
and, if so, of what sort they are ? Most people 
wish for something in particular. And to 
obtain this one thing, what will they not do, 
what trouble will they not take ? Are then 
our desires such as we can ask God to grant ? 
Are we able with a true heart to say, " We 
beseech. Almighty God, look upon the hearty 
desires of Thy humble servants ?" Happy are 
we, if, with David, we can say without fear, 
" Lord all my desire is before Thee." These 
thoughts should put before us the great neces- 
sity of looking into our hearts, and governing 
our wishes and hopes, by the rule of God's Law ; 
for there is such a thing as our desires being 
-granted to us in anger, when tl)^y are not ac- 
.cordino; jto His Will, as when, in the case of the 
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murmuring people of Israel, " He gave them their 
desire, and sent leanness withal into their soul." 
But, while the danger^ of unholy wishes is so 
great, and while it is most awful to think how 
God sees every unhallowed desire, though it be 
hid from all beside ; nothing can be more full 
of the sweetest comfort than the consciousness 
which God's true people may have, that all, 
even their unuttered longings, are noted of 
Him. " Our Father'' knows all that is passing 
in His children's hearts, and in His sight, their 
desires are prayers. Are you on a sick bed, too 
weak to pray, too weak to put your wishes into 
words 1 Fear not, God knows your " desires ;" 
and, if your heart goes up to Him, if you long 
for Him, for His Grace, for His Help, then take 
your support and joy from such worde as these 
— " He will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
Him." Lie still under His hand, lean on Him, 

M 
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He sees all, loves thee more than all dse love 
thee, He will fulfil thy desire. " Rest in the 
Lord, and wait patiently, for Him." 

" The fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness."' 
Whatever leads us nearer to God, is of the 
Spirit ; whatever good we do, is by the Spirit. 
In the latter part of the Collect, we pray that 
God would stretch forth His hand, to be our 
defence against all our enemies. In the Epistle 
we are told of many of our spiritual enemies ; 
*' the unfruitful works of darkness" are revealed 
to us by name, and we are exhorted to " have 
no fellowship with" them, but to awake from 
the sleep of sin, that so Christ may Himself 
enlighten us. And, were it not that we might 
trust in Him, and His strength, how could we 
ever have the heart to set our faces Zionwards,. 
when we think of all our dangers and tempta- 
tions, and the fearful risks that we run of failing ? 
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How could we stand for a moment were we not 
able to look unto Jesus, our Saviour in need ? 
So to-day for encouragement, we have the nar- 
rative of the Grospel, shewing our Blessed Lord's 
power even over unclean spirits, and thus con- 
vincing us that He is able to do all things for 
us, to exert all Power for the deliverance of 
His diildren. And if you look through the 
Epistle, you will see there are worse unclean 
spirits threatening our Eternal Salvation, than 
any of those who possessed the afflicted, in the 
days of our Lord's sojourn on earth. For these 
forms of sin mentioned in the Epistle are 
TirUhin us, in our hearts and in our minds. 

ft 

They require far more than the outward power 
oi Christ They need Jesus working in us by 
His Spirit and ourselves working with Him, 
choosing the better part For when our Blessed 
Lord looks at our hearts, and sees there the 

M 2 
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sin which besets us, He does not say absoutely 
without our consent " Be cleansed." He works 
not in this way. That would leave us no choice, 
and He wills that we should choose, so He 
leaves us the power. And Jesus, He too had 
the power of choice. He possessed Heaven and 
the Love of God, but He chose earth, and for a 
brief space to be under God's wrath, because 
He willed for our sakes to stand in the place of 
sinners, and to suffer as if He had sinned. He 
was made a Sin Offering for us " Who knew 
no sin." And will not this move us to make 
our choice ? God says to us, " I have set 
before you life and death . . . therefore choose 
life." Our Blessed Lord, as from His Cross, 
is ever crying, " Is it nothing to you, all 
ye that pass by.^" Shall we pass by any 
longer? By God's grace we will not We 
-nil stay at His dear Cross, we will kneel 
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at His Feet, and implore His pardon, praying 
that 'His precious Blood may cleanse, and His 
Sjpirit fill us with strength and power for the 
future ; we will pray that His right Hand, pierced 
through for us, may evermore be our defence ; 
and that instead of the unholy thoughts and 
evil desires with which we have been possessed, 
we may have His ever blessed Spirit abiding 
with us in His sevenfold gifts of g^race, that so 
being filled with holy desires, we may be en- 
abled to bring forth holy actions, by the help of 
that good Spirit whose fruit " Is in all goodness, 
and righteousness, and truth!" 



s 
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PARABLES. 

" And this He said to prove him. — S/. John, vi. 6. 



(^NE of the effects of our being in general so 
far from God, is, that we are not able to 
bear that He should speak to us plainly when 
He is about to teach us His deep mysteries. 
To those who are living very close to Him He 
can reveal His Will more openly, but to most 
He must do so through the means of Parables 
or Allegories. A little child was once . asked 
what a Parable meant, and the reply it gave 
was very beautiful. It answered that a Parable 
was " an earthly story with an heavenly mean- 
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ing!" We can scarcely find a better explana- 
tion. Taking then this idea into the way in 
which our Blessed Lord often dealt with those 
He taught, we shall see that He frequently used 
this method; not speaking plainly the lesson 
He wished to teach, but by asking questions, or 
speaking Parables, or leading the minds of His 
hearers on, bringing out that knowledge which 
He desired to teach them. That sometimes 
this is by reason of our sin is evident, as when 
our Blessed Lord said to His disciples, and 
thus to the feithful in all ages, " It is given unto 
you to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but to them it is not given." To 
whom is it not given? To the careless, the 
double-minded, the unholy, God sheweth not 
Himself in the Word, any more than He in open 
vision of glory manifests Himself, save to " the 
pure in heart" Nay, indeed, all Christians, for 
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the present, whether close to, or far off from 
God, see as ** through a glass, darkly," and are 
tjius tried by Him, in various ways, on account 
of the universal imperfection of this life. Even 
S. Philip, we find, in the Gospel for this week, 
was thus tried or proved. Our Blessed Lord 
did not say to him, " Philip, I am able to feed 
this great company of people," but He said, 
Whence shall we buy bread that these may 
eat?" "And this He said to prove him, for 
He Himself knew what He would do." In the 
Epistle for the week also, the same method of 
teaching is adopted by the Apostle of which we 
have already spoken, the teaching by Parable 
or Allegory. The Word of God is, indeed, in 
many parts, a vast and wondrous Parable ; it is 
full of histories which have far more meaning 
than at first sight appears, and into which we 
can only see in proportion as we are " pure in 
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heart," single and simple in purpose, and full of 
Grod's Holy Spirit To such are revealed deep 
mysteries, not only as in the case of the Apostles, 
when they asked Jesus to declare unto them 
His parable of the sower ; not only have God's 
people grace given to them to understand 
Parables as such, but they see parables and 
deep meanings where none other would. So 
S. Paul to-day in the Epistle teaches us that 
the whole history of Hagar and Sarah, and 
their respective children, was a Parable or 
Allegory, to teach us the two covenants which 
God made with man, namely, the Covenant of 
the Law, and the Covenant of Grace. Who 
could have fathomed this, had not the Holy 
Spirit revealed it unto us by His servant ? 
Well may the Apostle say, "If any man think 
that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing 
yet as he ought to know." We live amongst 
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Spiritual wonders and mysteries of which we know 
but little, if anything, and the only true place 
for us is that of the deepest most wondering 
humility. For in Holy Scripture, and in the 
writings of the Saints, we are ever finding that 
things unthought of by us are spoken of, under- 
stood, and taught ; and that while we may con- 
sider it a cause of humiliation that God for the 
most part cannot, on account of our sins and in- 
firmities, teach us by the unveiled Word, so it is 
likewise a reason for us to humble ourselves, 
that when He does vouchsafe to teach us, we 
penetrate such a very, very short way into the 
mysteries, the depths of His teaching. "We, 
for our evil deeds, do worthily deserve to be 
punished," with blindness, with dullness, with 
hardness of heart, but we must not allow our- 
selves to continue in this state. When you are 
teaching a child, do you not require it to be 
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attentive, do you not recal it, or reprove or 
punish it, if it allows its attention to wander ? 
If we would be taught, and not reproved or 
punished by God, we must be attentive, we 
must persevere, we must observe His dealings, 
study His Word, and do this, feeling that it is 
absolutely impossible for us to understand it 
rightly and deeply, unless we have His Holy 
Spirit. For let us remember, it is God's Word, 
and just as no one can quite comprehend the 
meaning of all you say, excepting they are of 
the same mind or spirit as yourself, so no man 
can understand what God says, except they have 
the Spirit of God. Thus, when a sinner is 
visited in mercy by some great affliction, in 
order to bring him to a better mind, he does 
not at all comprehend why God has laid on. 
him His heavy Hand ; while one who is wholly 
given up to God, and is walking in His ways, 
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desires ever to be ready to say, " It is the Lord," 
for he knows at least something of how God 
deals with those He loves. To him, sickness 
and trouble are not wonderful, or surprising, or 
to him as Parables, because, in a way the 
ungodly cai;not understand, Jesus says to such, 
" It is I, be not afraid." " I send thee this 
sorrow that I may prove thee ; I myself know 
what I am doing, what I will do ;" no affliction 
seemeth for the present to be joyous, but 
grievous; nevertheless, afterward, it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby. "Wherefore, lift 
up the hands which hang down, and the feeble 
knees ; and make straight paths for your feet ;" 
— paths of child-like trust, and teachableness, 
and truth. " Follow • • . holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord," whether it 
be in His Word, or hereafter in open vision of 
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glory. Let us cultivate the spirit of humility 
breathed in the words of the Collect, seeing 
that we, "for our evil deeds, do worthily de- 
serve to be punished ;" that so, by God's grace, 
"we may be mercifully relieved," comforted, 
enlightened, and instructed, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Amen. • . • 



s 



PRESERVATION TO LIFE ETERNAL. 



" If a man keep My saying he shall never see death." 

S, John viii. 51. 



/^NE of the petitions which we this week put 
up in the Collect is that, by God's g^eat 
goodness, our bodies and souls may be pre- 
served unto Life Eternal, or, as . it is there ex- 
pressed, "evermore." We will, then, consider 
to-day this special point, — our preservation in 
body and soul unto eternal life. In this sense 
we will take our text, which is drawn from the 
Gospel for the week. 

We can scarcely, I think, fail, in considering 
this subject, to recal those other words of our 
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Lord, " Whoso eateth My Flesh and drinketh 
My Blood hath eternal life, and I will raise him 
up at the Last Day," and the words of our 
Church, " The Body of our Lord Jes,us Christ,'* 
" The Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, preserve 
thy body and soul unto everlasting life." You 
all know, probably, where these latter words are • 
to be found. What, then, are we to infer from 
them ? Nothing less than this, — that if we 
desire to be kept in body and soul unto life 
eternal, we must be partakers of that which can 
alone, under ordinary circumstances, so preserve 
us, namely, the Body and Blood of Jesus, as 
received by the faithful in Holy Communion. 
The efficacy of Christ's most precious Blood is 
spoken of in the Epistle; and in thought of 
the Lord s Supper, let us add for our considera- 
tion the words of our Saviour in the text, which 
is taken from the Gospel, " If a man keep My • 
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saying he shall never see death." Are we all 
believing this ? If so, how are we acting upon 
it ? I go to one, perhaps, and say, '' Do you 
go to Holy Communion ? Do you stay the 
Lord's Supper ? Do you come to the Blessed 
Sacrament ? " And you answer, " No." Then 
I say, " Do you not know that you oug'Ai to 
come ?" You say, " Yes." What, then, is the 
unavoidable conclusion to which practically we 
must come ? Alas ! it is this : You do wrong, 
and you know that you do wrong, in staying 
away from Christ's Table. And what is the 
end of wrong-doing ? " The soul that sinneth," 
wilfully continuing in sin, ^' shall dier But, " If 
a man keep My saying he shall never see death." 
For all, therefore, that are halting between these 
two sayings of our Lord, it is a literal choosing 
between life and deatL Which shall be yours } 
. It is in vain that you make excuses, that you 
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say you cannot come, that you are not fit. To 
you the Church says, "Wherefore do ye not 
repent and amend ?" To you Christ says, 
*^ The soul that sinneth it shall die ;" but, " If 
a man keep My saying he shall never see 
death." Do not think either, for a moment, that 
you are safe, because, being sinful, you do not 
come ; nay, rather, you are adding to your 
present sin by staying away. Neither think of 
coming in the indulgence of your sin. The 
Table of the Lord is indeed spread for sinners, 
but not for those who are sinning, not for those 
who desire to keep their sins, but for the penitent 
sinners, the hungry, the thirsty, the heavy-laden, 
the truly desirous, the broken-hearted. To 
these Jesus loves to give Himself, that they 
may be preserved in body and soul unto ever- 
lasting life. To the faithful communicant nothing 
Jess than life eternal is pledged in God's Word, 

N 
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and with it all that eternal life implies, such as 
purity, growth in grace, and the overcoming by 
degrees of all sin. 

The Epistle, as we have before said, speaks 
of the precious Blood as having obtained 
eternal redemption for us, as being the means 
of our sanctification through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, purging our consciences from 
dead works, to serve the Living God ; that 
by means of the death of Jesus, we may re- 
ceive the promise of eternal inheritance. "If 
a man keep My saying he shall never see death'' 
" To him that knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin^ " The soul that sinneth 
it shall die." These are very awful words, but 
we can make no less of them, for they are 
God's words. And this time, too, this season: 
of Lent, is especially set apart for solemn con- 
siderations such as these, for real heart-search- 
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ing ; a time for putting away wickedness, and 
for discipline in all good. Will you, then, pass 
it by unheeded ? Surely not ! Rather begin 
at once, by God's help, to make a fresh start ; 
and as the weeks of this holy season are so 
rapidly passing, do not put off any longer be- 
ginning to prepare for your Easter Communion. 
You had better do anything than delay ; and 
should you have any difficulties in your pre- 
paration, as we have said before, come at once 
to God's Minister, for help and instruction, in 
whatever way you may need it. You know he 
is appointed by God for this very purpose, to 
lead you, and aid you, and feed you in His holy 
ways. Above all, think how everything will 
appear in the Last Great Day. There will be 
no false reasoning then ; all will be real and 
true, and in the Light of God's countenance. 
And will you be able to make one excuse then ? 

N 2 
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Will you have any but one thought then ? Will 
there be any but one word ringing in your ears ? 
" I said ' Do this in remembrance of Me' and 
ye did It not ; " Depart ye !" Yes, " There is 
One that seeketh and judgeth." But, " Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, if a man keep My saying 
he shall never see death." 

And now one word to those who are faithful, 
who are striving to do all that Christ would have 
them to do ; to them He would say, " Be faithful 
unto deaths It is only those enduring tQ the 
end who shall be saved. " Whoso putteth his^ 
hand to the plough and looketh back is not fit 
for the Kingdom," There are none so holy 
now, that they may not yet be unholy ; none so 
safe, that they may not be lost. O most dreadful 
thought, yet most true ! It is only in the end 
that they who are holy will be sure for ever to 
^ holy stilU But think what that end will be ! 
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Who will then dream of the sorrow, when they 
are possessed of the joy ? Yet we are not 
there. Day by day, if we ever hope to enter 
the Holy City above, we must be found in 
patient continuance in well-doing here. Day 
by day we must be growing in a sense of our 
own nothingness, and of the all-sufficient grace 
of our God, and daily growing also, more diligent 
in our endeavours to overcome sin. So may 
we, who now in faith draw near, and in deep 
humility and love feed on Him Who is our Life, 
preserving us in body and soul for His Eternal 
Kingdom, at length realize each for ourselves 
that wondrous promise, *'To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the Tree of Life, 
which is in the midst of the Paradise of God !" 



e 



Sixth aSwfe in ftnt 

THE CONTEMPLATION OF JESUS. 

PART I. 



" Watching Jesus." — Sf. Matt xxvii. 54. 



<< A^ND sitting down they watched Him 
there." We are come to the most 
solemn week in the Church's year. As it is 
always darkest just before the dawn, so now we 
arp well-nigh passing through those lonely 
chilly hours, dark and cold with death-dews as 
they seem, which precede the glad dawn and 
the joyful sun-rising on Easter morning. We 
are in the midst of Holy Week. What are 
we doing? We are Christians. Yes; but 
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where then is He from whom we take our 
name ? Where is the Christ the Son of God ? 
In great humility, standing before rulers, for- 
saken, betrayed, condemned to death, bearing 
His Cross towards Calvary, giving Himself for 
us. All this is what He is set before us as 
doing, during this great week. And what of 
ourselves, what are we doing ? Would that we 
could all say in the words of the text, " Watch- 
ing Jesus!" O ! to think of all He is bearing, 
of all He is this week suffering, and yet not to 
be watching Him, watching with Him! We, 
whose very profession is to be made daily more 
and more like Him, surely our place should be 
with Him in the Garden, in the Palace, in the 
Hall of Judgment, along the way to Calvary, 
and at the foot of His Cross, that through 
devout contemplation of Him, we may be 
fashioned after His likeness. Does not the 
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Roman Centurion, of whom we read in the 
Gospel for last Sunday, put many a Christian 
to confusion ? And does not his example 
teach us something of the wonderful efficacy of 
the Contemplation of Jesus, especially of Jesus 
on the Cross, of Jesus in His sufferings — those 
sufferings, which, form above all, as has been 
beautifully said, " The Book of the Saints/' 
What then was the effect of the Contemplation 
of our Lord on the Cross, as regards the Cen- 
turion, and those that were with him ?" Let 
us consider. They were watching at the sixth 
hour; they were watching at the ninth hour 
still ; and at the ninth hour we read, " when the 
Centurion, and they that were with him, watch- 
ing Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things 
that were done, they feared greatly, saying, 
truly this was the Son of God." Again, " when 
the Centurion saw what was done, he glorified 
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God, saying, certainly this was a righteous man* 
And all the people that came together to that 
sight, smote their breasts and returned," Let 
us, then, to-day go with the Church, and, as it 
were, take our place on Calvary. Every day 
this week she would in thought lead us to be 
with Jesus in His sufferings^and four days out 
of seven, she kneels weeping on Calvary. 
Where else can she be, when her Lord is 
giving Himself for her! O love most wonder- 
ful, O suffering most terrible! Yet we must 
not turn away, we must endure the sight, for 
He humbled Himself, made Himself of no re- 
putation, gave Himself /or us. Let us, then, 
dwell with Him, at least awhile, beneath His 
Cross, in humility, in sorrow, and love. As, 
however, we shall more especially again this 
week thus kneel before Him, we will endeavour 
to divide our contemplation into two parts, con- 
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sidering to-day how our Blessed Lord's death 
shewed His love to God, and on Good Friday 
how it shewed His love to man, in both cases 
striving to draw from these thoughts a practical 
lesson for ourselves. 

In our Lord's life, every action sprang from 
love to His Father; how then was this love 
shewn upon the Cross ? In this way. The 
Cross of Jesus was the perfect fulfilment of 
God's Will for His dear Son, and the obedience 
of Jesus, therefore, even to the death of the 
Cross, was the most perfect uniting of His Will 
with God's Will, of which we are able to con- 
ceive. And to shew that His obedience sprang 
as we have said, purely from love, He tells us 
Himself it was a voluntary obedience, such as 
can only spring from the love of another, and 
consequent desire to do his bidding. " Lo, I 
come, I delight to do Thy Will O my God ; 
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yea, Thy Law is within my hearth " I lay down 
My life ; no man taketh it from Me ; but / lay 
it doTxm of Myself And now, what should be 
our lesson from all this ? Surely a renewed 
determination in all things to give ourselves up 
to our Father's Will, to love Him, and to keep 
His Commandments, delighting to do of His 
good pleasure. If we really love God, His Com- 
mandments will not be grievous to us, but we 
shall desire^ more and more, to do His Will, 
bearing suffering and crosses patiently, as coming 
from His Hand. Nay, even more than this, we 
may come to love suffering, because, through it, 
as our Blessed Lord did, we learn obedience, 
and, to the heart of a loving child, all is accept- 
able, sooner or later, which draws it closer and 
closer to the heart and will of its parent. May 
God grant us grace so to suffer with Christ 
that we may reign with Him; so to learn of 
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Him in His great humility that with Him we 
may be exalted; so to follow the example of 
His patience, that we may be made partakers 
of His Resurrection ! Soon, very soon, it will 
be Easter Day. Think once more, in con- 
clusion, what our Blessed Lord's offering was to 
His Father on the first great Easter morning. 
It was a Body, Soul, and Spirit free from sin ; 
but more, it was a Body, Soul, and Spirit which 
had conquered sin, which had fought and won 
the victory ! Have we any offering like this to 
bring to God at Easter? Have we endea- 
voured to conquer one sin this Lent ? Have we 
sought to be set free from one evil habit ? If 
not, if there are any who have not made good 
use of this holy season, yet, in sight of Jesus' 
Cross, such must neither despair nor stand still. 
It is not yet Easter Day, you may still prepare 
at least some offering for God. Make haste, 
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then, and do what you can in the time that 
remains. Go in thought to Calvary, and there 
pour out your sorrow and repentance, asking for 
our Blessed Lord's precious and all-healing 
grace. Arid though it may be you are only, as 
it were, able to go softly, and to return sadly, 
down that mournful hill-side, yet when Easter 
dawns there will be a joy for you, and though 
you may be amongst the very last that throng 
gladly on that day to God's house, and kneel at 
His Holy Altar, with hearts and hands full of 
offerings, you will at least come before Him 
with a broken and contrite heart, that meek and 
lowly sacrifice, which He, by His Word, hath 
declared He will not despise. 



m 
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THE CONTEMPLATION OF JESUS. 

PART n. 



" They shall look on Him Whom they pierced." 

S. John xix. 37. 



"\X7'E have now come to this day of which we 
have before spoken, the most solemn day 
to us in all the year, the greatest even in Holy 
Week. If the contemplation of Christ crucified, 
of the sufferings of Jesus our Lord and Master, 
should have formed the subject for our medita- 
tion during the days that are passed, how much 
more so on this, His very Death Day. What 
have pleasure taking and feasting to do with 
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such a time as this, when Jesus is hanging upon 
the Cross of shame, and bleeding and dying for 
us? Our place is surely in the quiet of our 
homes, and in the House of God. And if ever 
it is well to give up our leisure to the thought of 
our own souls and those of others, surely it is on 
this day, when the One Only Source of our pardon 
and our life is evidently set forth crucified 
amongst us. The thought of the share we had 
in the sufferings of Jesus should alone be suffi- 
cient to make us keep this day as one of sorrow, 
humiliation, and quiet devotion. Let us, then, 
strive to dwell as much as possible once more 
at the Foot of the Cross, whilst we meditate on 
the subject set apart for this day, namely, the 
Cross of Christ, as the great proof of His love 
to man. We have seen how it proved His love 
to God, because it was the fulfilment of His' 
Father's Will even unto death. 
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We Will consider now how it was proof of 
His love to man. Our Blessed Lord says 
Himself, " Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends." 
But this could not be the real depth of the Love 
of Christ, because when He died for all men. 
He had scarcely a friend on earth, when com- 
pared with the multitudes who either knew Him 
not, or were His professed and bitter enemies. 
How, then, did the Cross shew the exceeding 
love of Jesus for men, for ''us men?^' His own 
beloved Apostle gives us the answer,-^ — " Herein 
is love, noi that we loved God, but that He loved 
us." "Ye have not chosen Me, but I have 
chosen you," And S. Paul ; " God commendeth 
His love towards us in that while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us." And again, S. Peter: 
*f Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
Just for the unjust ^ that He niight bring us to 
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God." " Christ died for the ungodly." Herein 
was the deepest, most wonderful proof of His 
Love. Herein, too, is our deepest humiliation, 
our deepest cause for returning love. He died 
for you and for me before He was known of us, 
before we loved Him. It was our sins which 
helped to load His Cross. We look on Him 
this day as on Him Whom we pierced, and by 
Whose stripes alone we can be healed. 

What should be the effect of this amazing 
proof of Christ's Love for us ? Should it not 
be love in return, deepest penitence, most 
earnest amendment ? And, perhaps, hardest 
of all, should it not be an imitation of His 
great Charity ? Bruised, penitent, broken- 
hearted ourselves, what should our love to our 
Lord lead to ? S. John, again, gives us the 
answer : " Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another." The Epistle 

o 
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for the day gives us also a beautiful lesson in 
Charity, " Let us consider one another to pro- 
voke unto love and to good works." As if this 
should be the great fruit of our consideration ot 
Him, Who died for us, and for all men, as on this 
day. And does not the Church teach us the 
same lesson ; see how she provokes or arouses 
us, in the Collect for to-day, to the holy work 
of intercessory prayer for those for whom Christ 
died. First she bids us pray for the whole 
Church, then for the different estates of men* 
within the Church, then for the poor wanderers 
from the fold, together with the unconverted,, 
and the unbelieving. She must love those for 
whom her dear Lord gave Himself; she must 
love them, and endeavour to draw them to His 
Cross, and plead before Him their necessities. 
And shall we not do the same, striving to carry 
out this thought into our whole lives^ looking 
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upon, and considering all around us as those for 
whom, with ourselves, Jesus died? How dif- 
ferent would our homes, our parishes be, if all 
were seeking to walk in love. Where would be 
unkindness then, or deadness, or unfruitfulness 
in good works, if all were endeavouring their 
utmost to glorify God, and to lead others so to 
do. " Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works." Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we ought also to love one another/' 



m 
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A GOOD CONSCIENCE. 

" The answer of a good conscience."—! S. Petet iii, 21. 

" Teach me to live, that I may dnead 
The grave, as little as my bed ;" 
CO sang our holy Bishop Ken, and so how 
often we too sing these same words ! Do 
we think of their meaning? Are we not 
therein praying God to give us that of which 
the text speaks, " The answer of a good con- 
science ?" So we sing too in our morning 
hymn, " Keep conscience, as the noon-day, 
clear." What is more terrible than a guilty 
conscience ? Is not the very bitterness of death 
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the consciousness of sin ? And to-day we are 
brought in our meditations to the very brink 
of the grave as it were ; we are kneeling by 
the Tomb of Jesus, and would there endeavour 
to prepare for our own burial, our own rest in 
the grave. But let it be remembered^ it is only 
the Body of Jesus, the burial of which we to-day 
meditate upon. His Soul has gone on Its 
mission of mercy into the Unknown Land, the 
place of the departed. In the Tomb, the Holy 
JBody of the Lord rests, stamped with the 
precious Wound- Prints won in the fight for us. 
And when we are laid in the grave, it will only 
be our bodies that lie there ; may God grant that 
they, too, may have on them the marks of a well- 
fought battle> that, on the Resurrection Morn- 
ing, when the same bodies that slept shall arise, 
we may find those marks, which were wounds 
once, healed anjd glorified scars^ both laudable 
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and honourable. But while our bodies lie in 
the grave, where will our souls be ? What an 
awful question! They will not be sleeping; 
will they be with Jesus, or — ^where ? The only 
possible way of coming to a safe conclusion 
about this question, is to think how we are 
living now, and how we intend to strive to live. 
If you would not dread the grave, you must live 
in holy fear now. Fear of offending God, fear 
of coming short at the last; and in the most 
earnest endeavour to do right,, to overcome sin, 
to grow in holiness, this is the only really secure 
preparation for the sleep of death. You must 
have the answer of a good conscience, if you 
would rest in peace, and that you cannot have, 
without a determination, perseveringly carried 
out, so far as in you lies, to resist all sin, and 
all iniquity. Without this firm resolve, you will 
make but little way, and with it, by the grace of 
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God, you may achieve that which, perhaps now, 
you scarcely think possible. 

" Where there is a will, there is a way," is 
a very homely saying, but yet most true. And 
the soul, which by God's grace determines to 
follow after holiness, will surely, through per- 
severance, become saintly. 
As one has written — 

^* Be docile to thine unseen Guide, 

Love Him, as He loves thee ; 
Time and obedience are enough, 

And thou a Saint shalt be 1" 

But, perhaps, some may say, I never even 
thought of such a thing ; I cannot quite say 
that I even wish to be a Saint ; I should like to 
go to Heaven certainly, but I do not wish to 
be so very strict in my life. Should any feel 
this, it is very natural, buty and this is the point, 
God provides no A^^salvatioa He does not 



20O PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

say, give me some of thy love, some of thy ser- 
vice, He says, " My Son, give me thy heart.'' 
" Do all to the glory of God." I have given 
thee all, thou must give Me all in return, thy 
life, thine all. In worldly matters, do we ever 
respect a half-hearted man; does he ever get 
on; does he ever accomplish his work as it 
should be done ; is he not " unstable in all his 
ways ?" And was our Blessed Lord half- 
hearted ; did He suffer only a little for us ; did 
He only half save us ? 

O think of to-day's silent Tomb. Think Who 
lies there ! Think further how, when any friend 
is taken away from you after great suffering, 
you weep, even when all suffering is past, at the 
sight of the poor emaciated body, now resting 
in peace, but still bearing the traces of all it has 
gone through. And then think again of Jesus 
our dear Lord, how His Body is now as it were 
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resting, with the cruel Marks still there of the 
Scourging, and the Crown of thorns, and the 
Spear-wound, and the Prints of the nails. Can 
you think of His bruised Body and broken 
Heart, bruised for you and for me ; of that 
Heart, broken and pierced, without weeping ? 
Did He not give you all? Did He keep back 
one thing ? Did He not, for love of you, give 
all? And will you keep back anything from 
Him ? Shall it not be that our love shall go 
forth to meet His? When we think of Jesus, 
lying wounded and dead for us, we dare not 
think of a ^^service. A half-service with 
such a Lord! How could the thought stand 
for a single moment, did we by Faith devoutly 
gaze into the silent Tomb of Jesus ? 

A few more hours, and we shall be called 
to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord. 
What can we do to-day to prepare a welcome 
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for Him ? What can we do to please Him ? 
We must leave our sins, that when He comes 
to us on Easter Day, He may see His own 
Likeness growing in us, and be satisfied that 
His Death for us, has not been in vain. Let 
us think to-day what sin or fault we can at 
once set about leaving and amending. What 
sharp words we can change into "the soft 
answer ;" what wrong, dishonest, unholy ways 
we can abandon. In proportion as we do this 
will be the joy of our Easter, and in proportion 
as we all do this, in all our lives, will be the 
peace of our hearts,, as we near our rest in the 
grave. When we lie sick unto death it is no 
time to begin the warfare. It is then the 
reaping^ not the sowing, time. When the last 
great battle has to be fought, we must not 
have to learn how to be soldiers. If we 
would not fear the grave, we must ever be 
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living in preparation for it ; and this is not the 
end, — ^there is the grave and the gate of death, 
and then the Resurrection, and the last great 
Judgment. On which side shall you be then, 
on the left hand, or on the right ? The words 
of the hymn with which we started give us 
a suggestion which it would indeed be well to 
follow. It compares our rest in the grave to 
our nightly rest. Can we lie down in peace at 
night, as regards our worldly business, if much 
remains undone, if all is not duly prepared for 
the morrow ? Neither can we face the thought 
of death and the grave in peace, unless our 
work is done, our preparation duly made. " Let 
-each night remind us," then, " of the sleep of 
death." Let us never lie down to rest in sin 
unrepented of, never close our day without 
setting all straight between our soul and God, 
never dare to close our eyes without "the 
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aniswer of a good conscience," that is, with the 
h6nest determination to overcome sin, and with 
the good and humbje hope that what we ^^«f 
failed in, is pardoned through the Precious 
Blood. So we may lie down in peace and take 
our rest, alike on our bed, and in the grave, 
either way, this is to " sleep in Jesus," and suclv 
in the Last Day, " will God bring with Him." 
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THE REASON OF JOY, 



" Therefore let us keep the Feast." — i Cor v. &. 



'T'HIS is a glad time! It seems as if all the 
world of nature was sympathizing with \is. 
Around is the promise of spring, and the 
budding forth of new life. In the Church, the 
long solemn time of Lent has passed away, and 
all sadness is lost in Joy. But why is it so ? 
How is it that all are so glad at Easter.^ 
Christ is risen ! This is the cause of our Joy. 
Well may all nature speak on the Resurrection 
morning, and the Church exchange the spirit 
of heaviness, for the garment of praise. Yet 
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how sadly strange it is, that while the reason of 
our rejoicing is so entirely a religious one, men, 
for the most part, seem completely to lose sight 
of it, and only to keep in mind their holiday, 
and the festivities which surround them. Which 
do you suppose of the pleasure-seekers, at this 
holy season, would Kke to be reminded of the 
true reason of their happiness ? Are not many 
of them only again grieving, during this time 
of leisure, that Lord who so lately hung upon 
the Cross for them. Not, indeed, that the 
general Joy at Easter should cease, but surely 
it should spring from the right motive, and be 
tempered by the thought of Christ's Death, with 
which it must ever be mingled. '^Christ our 
passover is sacrified for us : therefore let us 
keep the feast" We must be partakers of His 
Death before we can share in His Resurrection 
glory. We must enter into the Reason of our 
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Joy, before we can truly rejoice. And how are 
we to rejoice ? Those can best tell us who 
have come to Easter-tide through the discipline 
of Lent. O I what joy for them on Easter 
morning to go forth to God's House, and there 
meet Him, with bodies and souls prepared, and 
with hearts made ready, to. receive and feed on 
Him by faith, with thanksgiving. Will not such 
indeed, leave the Altar of God strengthened 
with that Food which is able to sustain them, 
even unto Life Eternal ; and will not they, above 
all, having laid this sure foundation,, be enabled 
innocently to enter into that outward joy and 
happiness^ which it is well,, at these glad sfeasons, 
should surround us. 

But now let us turn again for a few moments 
from the gladness of the true Christian at this 
time, to the case of those who, while they take the 
ioy their Lord has so dearly bought for them^ yet 
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never think of Him ; who gladly mingle with 
the holiday makers, but who keep not Holy Day. 
What can we say of them ? Surely they 
need to be once more reminded of the Reason 
of their Joy, and warned, that He Who has 
overcome death and the grave, is all-powerful in 
heaven and in earth, and will one day come to 
take account of His servants. Surely, if for 
every idle word we must answer at the last 
great day, the record of our holiday-keeping 
will be an awful one ! A very holy man once 
said with regard to another festive season in 
the Church's year, that he knew, when God 
reckoned with England, some of the most awful 
accounts against her would be the transgressions 
committed at that time by a certain class of her 
people. What then will be the account of the 
keeping of her Easter-time ; what will be the 
account against us? Let us be warned, and 
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look well that we " Keep the Feast, not with 
the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth." With us it remains to 
live the risen, the Resurrection, — Life, that life 
free from the power of sin, and growing more 
and more pure unto Life Eternal. "If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affection on things 
above, not on things on the earth, for ye are 
deadr 

Strange words, these last, for the Resurrec- 
tion Morning, and yet how full of meaning. 
They are explained to us in part of the Easter 
anthem : " Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin^ but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." Our life here, 
must be a death here, that is " a death unto sin." 



2IO PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

And just as the thought of our Blessed Lord's 
Resurrection glory is ever, as we have seen, 
associated with the thought of His death, so 
can our life only be a truly risen life, in propor- 
tion as we have died to sin. If we be risen 
with Christ we shall seek those things which 
are above. And shall we faint or be weary? 
Shall we think the warfare long, the end afar 
off ? What is our life ? At any moment it 
may be brought to a close. We know not 
when the summons to each one of us may 
sound, — " The Master is come and calleth for 
theer 

Shall we be weary then ? Rather let us 
ever be standing ready and waiting for Him, 
with our hearts set on one thing only, namely, 
to do His Will ; and, since Christ is risen, and 
our life is hid with Him in God, let us prove 
this by our death unto sin, and, in the words of 
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the Epistle, mortify our members which are 
upon the earth, that when Christ Who is our 
Life shall appear, we may also appear with Him 
in glory. 
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THE RISEN LIFE 



" God is no respecter of persons : but in every nation he 
that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted 
with Him."— 7%<? Ac/s x. 34, 35. 



C\P what life does the Collect for this day- 
speak ? Of the life risen with Christ our 
Lord. First, it gives us, as it were, a glimpse 
into the Celestial City, through the gates of 
Paradise, opened to the end of time by the 
power of Christ's victory over sin and death ; 
and then it points us to the life we should be 
leading here, if we wish ever to enter through 
those Heavenly gates into the City of God. 
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We have called the life of the Christian, here 
and elsewhere, the Risen Life. Let us see 
what we can gather from the words of the 
Collect upon it. Of what nature should this 
life be .^ It supposes the love and power of sin 
to be dead, and that there is a constant inter- 
course between God and the soul. He, by His 
special grace preventing, or going before us, in- 
fusing into our minds good desires, and He 
likewise working in and with us, so that by His 
continual help, these desires may be brought to 
good effect, that is, may come to perfection, may 
bear fruit. This is the Risen Life, — b, new 
birth unto righteousness, after a death unto sin. 

This is the life all the baptized should be 
leading ; for in Holy Baptism we were buried 
with Christ, and likewise with Him rose therein. 
But, alas! in how many, has the power of sin 
been suffered to revive ; how many have wan- 
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dered from the true fold, and have only been 
saved by the unwearied Love of the Good 
Shepherd, Who sought them until He found 
and restored them, setting them once more on 
the right path, renewing in them the Divine 
Life, and giving them power yet once and again 
to overcome sin. And in this work of salvation, 
" God is no respecter of persons ;" no nation, 
no rank, no age, are either obstacles to His 
grace, or reasons for His favour. The text 
tells us the one only way in which He looks at, 
and esteems every man. He does not mark in 
His judgment, whether we be high or low, rich 
or poor, but whether we fear Him with a godly 
fear, and work righteousness. 

To work righteotisness. This is one of the 
great lessons of Easter, — ^to bring all that we 
have learnt or meditated upon, to good effect ; 
our sorrow for sin, and discipline, leading to an 
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increase of holy deeds, and godly living. We 
must not be satisfied with mere wishes to do 
right ; we must earnestly strive to do it. We 
must put our hand to the plough. What would 
you think of a husbandman, who looked on his 
fields, and merely wished that they were pre- 
pared and sown with good seed, and yet never 
used any exertion to bring this about, — ^who 
never ploughed his field, nor sowed his seed ? 
And what shall we think of a Christian, who is 
always saying he is sorry, and wishes to do 
better, but is never really amending, never be- 
coming different, never putting his shoulder to 
the wheel, never bringing his wishes to " good 
effect ?" 

Let not any think that Heaven is won thus. 
Let none suppose that the Salvation which cost 
our Blessed Lord His bitter Sufferings, can be 
in this way attained. Nay, rather, as it took 
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His whole Life and Death to accomplish it, so 
it will take our lives and our deaths, too, to 
secure our Salvation. Christ hath opened the 
Gates, Christ will give us holy desires, and will 
continually help us by His grace ; but, besides 
all this, we must be working, too, with all our 
might, we must be ever in our armour, ever 
watchful, ever growing, ever bringing our 
desires to good effect. And never until death 
is passed, are we to expect real true rest, and 
entire safety. 

We see the young and strong despising God's 
warning Voice, and living as if there were no 
hereafter, using all their powers, given them for 
His Glory, in opposition to His Cause, working 
out, though, perchance, they see it not, their 
own destruction, forgetting that every talent 
they possess is required for God's service, to 
secure their Salvation. They have, indeed, 
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been enrolled in Holy Baptism under Christ's 
Banner, and most of them in Confirmation, if 
they would, have been strengthened for the 
fight, but this will avail only to their con- 
demnation, except they repent, for the Word 
of God standeth sure, that they only who fear 
God and work righteousness shall be accepted 
with Him. And what will it be, what is it 
now, not to be accepted of the Lord ? Of His 
own disciples. He was constrained to exclaim, 
"O, fools, and slow of heart to believe." What, 
then, shall be said of those who intentionally 
slight His Word, reject His warnings, follow 
Him not ? 

But for those who are longing to keep this 
season well, and to do God's Will, there is in 
the Gospel, a very beautiful and comforting 
lesson. We read that after Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead, two of His disciples journeyed 
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to a village called Emmaus, and our Blessed 
Lord joined them, and walked with them, but 
their eyes were holden, so that they did not 
know Him. How this was, whether through 
want of faith, or whether that they might be 
taught a deeper lesson, we know not. One 
thing is sure, — He was with them, it was the 
Lord, and yet they did not discern His Pre- 
sence. And how often is Jesus with us now, 
and we know Him not ! Our eyes are holden 
by infirmity, by sin, by want of faithfulness, 
by want of zeal, by want of earnest loving 
watcfulness. Yet, still He is with us, in every 
joy, in every sorrow, walking by our side, ready 
to talk with, ready to help us, nay, in every sin^ 
close to us, with His wounded Hands, and 
Feet, and Side, striving by all the power of 
love, to lead us to forsake sin, and cleave to 
Him. But chiefest. He is with, and makes 
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Himself known to us now, as to His perplexed 
disciples then, in the Breaking of Bread. It 
was when he took Bread, and blessed, and 
break, and gave to them, that " their eyes were 
opened and they knew Him." What then is 
here the lesson for us ? where is our true 
Emmaus, where we may hope, above all, if we 
come aright, to find Jesus, to the great comfort 
of our souls, knowing, and being known of 
Him ? Is it not in the Holy Feast, spread on 
the Table of the Lord, in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment of the Body and Blood of Christ ? There 
truly shall the blind be enlightened, the sorrow- 
ful comforted, the hungry fed ; there shall you 
receive, that your joy may be full, and thence 
shall you take the glad tidings to others, of 
those things which were done in the way of 
your own life, and how He was known unto 
you, in " The Breaking of Bread." 
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THE RESURRECTION OF THE 

BODY. 



" Behold My Hands and My Feet, that it is I Myself." 

S/. Luke xxiv. 39. 



AS often as we say our Creed, we declare, 
" I believe in the Resurrection of the 
Body." Have we thought what we mean by 
this ? Of the warning and comfort therein con- 
tained for us, whilst we are still fighting and 
struggling in this life, still absent from our true 
Home. Let us consider this subject in lowly 
dependence on the grace of God, and let us 
ask Him to enable us so to meditate upon it, 
that from our consideration may spring up some 
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good effect, which will influence our future lives. 
For after all, what is the great end of the 
Gospel, what the object of all preaching, of all 
instruction, is it not Holiness ? 

What incentive then to Holiness can we 
gather from the consideration of -the Resurrec- 
tion of the Body ? Great as is the mystery of 
the rising from the dead in our own bodies, yet 
we may infer this much from various passages 
of Holy Scripture, that though our bodies will 
die and return to dust, yet at the Coming of the 
Lord, with the voice of the Archangel and with 
the trump of God, they shall arise, renewed in- 
deed and changed, yet still the same, and with 
our souls, alike immortal for joy or sorrow. 
These very bodies shall arise, and we shall 
know each other ; these very bodies, that you 
and I carry about with us, will then be made 
ever-living. How wonderful is the realization 
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of this doctrine, at once awful, and yet most 
comforting! Awful, because of the way in 
which our bodies, one day to be immortal, are 
so often here defiled by acts of sin ; these 
bodies, which Jesus died to redeem from Satan's 
power, that with our souls, they might be spot- 
less before Him. Further, it is in our bodies 
that we shall suffer hereafter ; if we repent not^ 
they, as well as our soulsj will be condemned to 
endless pain of unspeakable suffering, with the 
twofold burden of actual sin, and Salvation 
neglected and despised. Should not then the 
words, " I believe in the Resurrection of the 
body," with all they imply, serve as a very 
strong check to sin, and as a most power- 
ful incentive to holiness ? But, as we have said, 
this doctrine is not only awful, but most com- 
forting to the faithful. For in the bodies in 
which we have fought, and struggled, and suf- 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 223 

fered, shall we receive our reward, if we endure 
to the end. Our eyes shall see the King in 
His beauty, and behold the land that is very 
far off. Our ears shall hear the songs of the 
angels, our feet shall tread on the shores of 
Paradise! We shall know ourselves, we shall 
know each other, and in the flesh shall we see 
God! After our Blessed Lord's Resurrection, 
whatever might be the change in His Risen 
Body, yet the disciples knew that It was the 
very Same which had died upon the Cross, 
when, in the words of the text. He said unto 
them, " Behold My Hands and My Feet, that 
it is I Myself," Why did He shew to them 
His Hands and His Feet, but to prove, beyond 
all doubt, that though He had passed through 
death and the grave. He had still the very 
Same precious Body once crucified for us. There 
werq the Prints of the nails, — ^the Marks of the 
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fight, — ^the proofs of His obedience, the signs 
of His victory, — ^the testimony that He was the 
Same Lord. O, to think that one day we may 
see, if we willy our very dear Lord and Master, 
with the Same Body wherein He suffered, and 
with the very Wound-Prints with which He 
was marked in the battle He fought for us! 
We shall know Him, too, when we behold His 
Hands and His Feet ! Who would not do and 
suffer anything to behold that Sight in glory ! 

But besides the comfort that the testimony 
of Jesus' Resurrection Body gives to us, in 
encouraging us to hope, that we shall, in 
the Resurrection, know those near and dear to 
us, and, above all, that we who have believed 
on, shall one day see Him with joy, if we be 
faithful. There is surely a deep mystery, in 
that our Lord shewed unto His followers His 
Wounds y in proof that He had indeed arisen. 
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from the dead. Now apply this to our risen 
life, — the life that as Christians we should be 
leading. Have we any proofs, any signs, that 
we have fought and won ? Have we upon us 
the marks of the Cross, that is, the proofs that 
we have resisted manfully, either sin, the world> 
or the devil ? Are there any evil habits sub- 
dued, any evil temper got the better of, any 
• 

intemperance checked, any rebellious will over- 
come ? If so, these are, as it were, the marks 
of our cross, which God sees, and notes, and 
loves ; they are the blessed fruits of our Lord s 
sufferings, since we cannot overcome one sin, 
but by the power of His might They are 
shadows of His Wound -prints, reminding us 
of St. Paul's words, " I bear, in my body, the 
marks of the Lord Jesus." 

And, beyond all this, there is yet another 
thought of consolation, on which for a moment, 

Q 
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we will meditate, — Our Lord, once Crucified, 
once risen for us, is now in Heaven ; and of 
His glorified Life. There, at least one thing we 
know : that He ever liveth to make intercession 
for us. Let us pause for a moment What 
then, does He present in an especial manner, 
before His Father ? Does He stretch forth 
His Hands in supplication for u^ ? There still 
are the Wound-prints pleading before the 
Eternal Throne ; there is the Pierced Side ; 
the Wounded Feet ! When all seems lost, 
when past sins weigh heavily, when trial 
presses, when you seem to have no friend, 
despair not, but strive, by faith, to realize the 
continual Intercession of your Lord, and take 
courage from the thought of His constant care, 
His perpetual remembrance, His abiding love, 
His never-ceasing pleading on our behalf, the 
silent testimony of His Sacred Wounds, 
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May God, of His mercy, ever incline His 
ear to the prayers of our dear Lord for us, and 
behold us with forgiving and forbearing love, 
when He sees those Hands, and those Feet, 
and that Side ! Amen* 
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CHRIST OUR LIFE 



*' He that hath the Son hath Life." — i S/. John v. 12. 



V^TE must expect all through the season of 
Easter-tide, to have from time to time, 
constantly recurring lessons on the Risen 
Life, just as in Epiphany, concerning offeritigs, 
and in Lent, concerning discipline. We shall 
be led on, and then taken back, and cross-ex- 
amined in our lesson, that so we may be more 
and more perfected therein. So to-day, the 
Collect again prays for the grace of holy living, 
and in the wording of it, takes our thoughts 
back, to the glorious anthem of last week, — 
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" Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, there- 
fore let us keep the Feast; not with the old 
leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth." Thus we are shewn that, 
which as leaven, taints our whole being, namely, 
" malice and wickedness," and then, the life we 
ought to aim at, and follow after, is put before 
us, namely, the life of sincerity, purity, and 
truth. But if the leaven of malice and wicked- 
ness taints our whole spiritual being, so that in 
God's sight we are as dead, to Whom must we 
look as to the One True Source of life, but to 
Him, Who, as at this time, conquered death, and 
" opened unto us the Gate of Everlasting Life." 
Last week's Epistle reveals Him to us as our 
Life, and this week also, the Epistle repeats the 
lesson in the words of the text, " He that hath 
the Son hath Life:' How needful is it then 
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for US to examine ourselves, and to think very 
earnestly whether we are are really alive unto 
God, and whether we have any signs of this 
spiritual Life. How is our natural life proved ? 
How can we be sure that the persons around us 
are living persons ? We know it by their 
movements, by their words, by their deeds, by 
countless proofs, which assure us of their life. 
And how then can we judge whether or no we 
have the abiding life of God within us } We 
know, indeed, that once we were alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, when we 
were made His children in Holy Baptism, but 
is that Life still within us, or has the leaven of 
malice and wickedness been suffered by our 
carelessness, indifference, or sin, to spread its 
deadly poison over our whole being. There is 
but one safe way for us to judge, what signs 
have we of Life ? 
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What IS the testimony of our conscience, con- 
cerning not only all sin, which we may under- 
stand the term "wickedness" in the Collect to 
include, but as regards the especial form of sin 
therein named ; I mean " malice ?" Do our 
lives, our words, and deeds, shew us to be under 
the dominion of evil in this particular, or under 
the rule of Christ Jesus, Whose Life of Love 
was ever shewing Itself forth, by deeds and 
words of charity. Malice ! one would have 
thought that such a word as this should not be so 
much as named amongst Christians. But how 
then is it that we so often meet with some form 
of this sin, in our intercourse with the world, 
even amongst so-called followers of Christ? 
Alas ! the question is not so much, where do we 
find the effects of malice, as where do we find — 
charity. Let us consider. What gives rise to 
the -evil and untrue reports of our neighbours 
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characters, which are so readily circulated ? 
What is the cause of the little acts of inten- 
tional mischief and unkindness, which we find 
too often amongst those living in close neigh- 
bourhood ? What is the reason that when a 
kind word might be spoken for another, an un- 
kind word is substituted ? Why are we so 
ready to believe evil of others ? How can 
those who are living in any form of this sin for 
one moment comfort themselves with the hope, 
that they have within them the Life of Christ ? 
Rather have they not reason to fear, that they 
are without that, which in God's sight, is the 
only sign of Life ; have they not cause to dread 
that they have no love, no charity for others, 
no real love to God ? 

What, then, must we do if we would be saved ? 
We know that in Christ, and in Him alone, is 
our Life ; that He alone is our Example and 
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True Pattern for imitation. This being so, we 
must with earnest soul pray the prayer of the 
Collect, and put forth likewise all the strength 
of which we are capable, to rid ourselves of sin, 
and especially of any form of malice or un- 
charitableness. We must put this away from 
us, if we would ever hope to see our Blessed 
Lord with joy. But more, we must, as we have 
before said, endeavour to be changed persons ; 
we must cultivate loving thoughts where we have 
been unloving ; do kind actions where we have 
been unkind ; root out from our hearts, by the 
grace of God, all things opposed to the Spirit 
of Christ ; and beseech of Him to plant therein 
instead, the sweet Tree of Charity, that so, by 
His help, we may cultivate in all ways, love to 
God and our neighbour, and bear much precious 
fruit to the Glory of God. So will our lives be 
pure and true, and we shall rightly and duly 
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keep the Feast. We shall keep it, moreover, 
as those who have conquered, as those who, 
after the pattern of their Lord, have overcome 
sin ; as those wherein the Love of God rests. 
Great, therefore, will be our peace ; peace with 
God and man shall rule in our hearts ; peace to 
overflowing ! 

Christ our Life ! This is true, as of indi- 
viduals, so also of the Church of God. Christ 
is the Life of the Church, — the Source of all 
her blessings, — the Fountain from which flow 
the varied and all-sufiicient streams of grace 
which fertilize the prepared and willing soul. 
It is Christ Who gives her peace, as when, after 
His Resurrection, He came amongst the dis- 
ciples assembled together, with the gracious 
salutation, " Peace be unto you." It is Christ 
Who sends forth His Ministers, as His Father 
sent forth Him. And as He endued His first 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 235 

Apostles With their high and awful commission, 
so now, by the Church, in the same words, are 
her priests commissioned and sent forth, as you 
will find by comparing the Gospel for this week 
with the Ordination Service for Priests in our 
Prayer Book. 

And what more can we say ? Do we faint 
by the way ? Lo ! here in the Church of God, 
is the very true Bread of Life. Does the path 
darken ? Lo ! Christ is the Way, and the Light 
which lighteneth every man. Is the path lonely, 
and do we fear to fall, ere the Eternal Home is 
reached ? Hath He not declared, alike to the 
Church, and to every faithful soul, " Lo ! I am 
with you alway, even unto the end." Amen. 



CS 
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Stconb WUth after (Easter. 

SUFFERING. 

Hereunto were ye called." — i Si. Peter ii. 21. 



T N ^the Church Teaching of this week, our 
Blessed Lord is spoken of, in three distinct 
characters, as our Sacrifice, our Example, and our 
Shepherd. We shall not be able to speak fully 
to-day on all these points, but will confine our- 
selves to the consideration of our Blessed Lord, 
as our Example, and especially meditate on the 
peculiar lesson set before us in the Epistle, of 
Christ our Example in suffering. May God 
grant us His special grace, that we may be en- 
abled to draw from this deep well of the Suffer- 
ing Life of Jesus, some refreshment, some of 
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that Water of Life, which may spring up in us 
even to Life Eternal. 

The subject is a very solemn one. Christ, 
our suffering Lord, is our Example, and we, 
like Him, are called upon to suffer. Perhaps 
we start at this, but yet, nevertheless, it is true, 
most true. Let us hear what the Epistle saith, — 
" For even hereunto were ye called : because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
Example, that we should follow His Steps." 
There are also many other passages which 
speak of this truth. We are told of the " much 
tribulation" through which we must enter the 
Kingdom ; that we with Him shall reign, if with 
Him we suffer ; and that He, our Example^ 
learned obedience through suffering. The 
disciple must be as his Master; and we, as 
Christ's followers, must expect, and look for 
suffering, nay, are even called to it. 
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Be It SO, then, let not this depress us, faf 
from It We know suffering must, and will 
come, in some form, to all of us ; let us, then, 
thank our dear Lord, Who, by His painful 
Life, has sanctified all pain, and taught us^ 
that all suffering may be blessed to us, if we 
unite our trials by faith with His, striving to 
bear them as He bore them, to conquer as He 
conquered. But here it is necessary to explain 
6f what sort of suffering we are speaking. We 
are not now considering the suffering which i» 
brought on by sin* There is much suffering 
which, so to speak, is the personal fault of the 
sufferer. We are now considering the trials 
which God sends us, either to try us, or to per- 
fect our patience. Of such the Epistle speaks^ 
and we are told, that if we bear these trials 
patiently, it is acceptable with God. Such are 
** suffering wrongfully," without any fault of our 
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own, taking suffering patiently, even when we 
have done well, and suffered for it — following 
His Example, "Who, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again, when He suffered He threat- 
ened not," but committed Himself to God^ 
Would that this patience and forbearance under 
provocation, were more common amongst us ! 

But, besides all that we have said, there is 
a special virtue, so to speak, in suffering, when 
sanctified by the grace of God, which must be 
considered, S. Paul tells us, " no chastening 
seemeth for the present to be joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheless, afterward, it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them thai 
are exercised thereby'^ Yes, there is the great 
question, are we exercised by our sufferings, are 
we learning obedience through them ? Unsanc- 
tified sufferings have no virtue, no likeness to 
the Griefs of Jesus; they are more like the 
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awful sufferings of the impenitent thief on the 
Cross ; in theni there is no hope, unless the 
grace of God enlightens the darkness, soothes 
the sufferer, and enables him to see Jesus 
through all his trials. "To them that are 
exercised thereby." Ah ! who does not know 
what that means ! Can we not all recal some- 
thing which speaks to us of the beauty of 
patience, learnt during a long sickness ; of trtist, 
which overcame the deep inward trials which 
shook to the very foundation the faith of the 
sufferer; of submission to the will of God, ac- 
quired by His grace, under heavy trial of personal 
infirmity ; of Charity y burning all the brighter 
through the forgiveness of cutting injury; of 
rest in God, learnt through the unrest of this 
world ; of desire for the repose and calm of 
Paradise, (when it pleases God,) through all love 
of this life, being mortified by its trials, its 
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sufferings, its discipline. Besides this again, 
there is the longing to be like Jesus Would 
we had more of this ; would we loved more to 
be like Him, despised and rejected, so we, like 
Him, be true to our God ;. would that we loved 
our cross more, and more longed for " the marks 
of the Lord Jesus." 

For " there should be no greater comfort to 
Christian persons, than to be made like unto 
Christ by suffering patiently adversities, troubles, 
and sicknesses." For " truly our way to Eternal 
Joy is to suffer here with Christ," " For He 
Himself went not up to Joy, but first' He suf- 
fered pain ; He entered not into Glory before 
He was crucified." 

Therefore, " Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial that shall try you, but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
Sufferings." O ! what a calling, what a solace 
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is this in all trial, patiently and submissively 
borne, to think that thus we are partakers of 
our dear Lord s Sufferings. No suffering need 
be apart from this Holy Fellowship, for He bore 
*^ our griefs and carried our sorrows," and was, 
in all points, tempted like as we are. No pain, 
or suffering, or trial, can separate us from 
the Sufferings and Love of Jesus, nothing but 
sin can divide us from Him, we may bring 
all our sorrows to the Foot of His Cross, 
and there find full Sympathy, full understand- 
ing of our trial, such as no earthly friend can 
give us. * 

Full understanding! Yes, think of this. 
How many kinds of pain there are in the 
world, — bodily pain, mental pain, nervous 
suffering, spiritual suffering, combinations of all 
these. Yet Jesus understands them all in each 
minute particular, and knows exactly when, and 
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how, to administer relief. He is with the faith- 
ful in the furnace, and can enable them to 
glorify Him even in the fires. It is, indeed, a 
joyful day when God sees fit to raise His heavy 
Hand, and remove trial from • us ; for this 
we are permitted to pray, and labour, so long 
as we also quietly wait His time,, and submit 
entirely to His Will. And yet we are brought 
closer still to our Blessed Lord, when we learn 
of Him in the deep waters of affliction, 
and in stedfast will, would not have Him spare 
one wave, until the lesson He intended for us 
is learnt. 

" Make," therefore, O Lord, " we pray Thee, 
the yoke of Thy Commandments sweet, and the 
burden of Thy Cross lighi unto our ^ouls!" 
In Thine Own good time, calm Thou the 
waves of trouble, and makie them, even while 
they rage, as a pathway for Thine Own Foot- 

R 2 
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Steps, that so at length, in the sweet comfort of 
Thy Presence, we may hear Thy Voice above 
the storm-blast, saying unto us, " It is I,, be not: 
afraid V 



m 
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THE SHORTNESS OF THE TIME. 



"A little while."— S'./^^^ xvi. i8. 

T T is more than 1 800 years since these words 
were spoken by our Blessed Lord, and still 
their full meaning is not accomplished* Do you 
not remember that another Scripture saithj 
" One day is with the Lord as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day." And this is 
most truly exemplified in the passage before us. 
Jesus our Lord, when looking forward to the 
long, long centuries which He knew would elapse 
between His Ascension, and His Coming again 
to Judgment, could say in the Mighty and 
Eternal Power of God, '* A little while and ye 
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shall see Me, because I go to the Father." 
That is, " I am about to be hidden from your 
sight, first , it is true, by the grave, but again by 
the cloud, which, after My Resurrection, shall 
receive Me out of your sight, but I will see 
you again, and to that Sight of Joy, it wanteth 
but "a little while!" There are many reasons 
why we should meditate on these words, but let 
us think especially of two. First, let us consider 
how all time is only in God's sight as " a little 
while," when compared to Eternity ; and 
secondly, let the thought of the shortness of 
time which may elapse between this day and 
the hour of our death, or between this and the 
Day of Judgment, rouse us to greater effort, in 
order, that in the words of the Collect, we may 
eschew those things that are contrary to our 
profession, and follow all such things as are 
agreeable to the same, and so make us ready, 
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that we may be prepared whenever the Lord 
shall come. 

First, then, as to the smallness in God's sight 
of all time, and the lessons we may draw from 
this consideration. There is in one sense no 
such thing as time. What we call such, is only 
*' a little while," only a drop in the vast ocean 
of Eternity^ a little §pace, and measure, and 
temporary arrangement of years and days in 
which God has put us on our trial. What we 
think of so much, is in God's sight but as no- 
thing, excepting so far as it fulfils His Will, and 
accomplishes our salvation. " Lord, Thou hast 
been our dwelling place in all generations ; be- 
fore the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting Thou art God, A ' 
thousand years in Thy sight are but as yester- 
day." 
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How awful, and how great is this view of 
God ; how small does it make all earthly things 
appear, when we contemplate Him from the 
height of Eternity, considering the things of 
earth and time ! Should it not help us to weigh 
all things in their true balance, and only to 
judge of them as they affect the glory of God, 
and the things of Heaven ? And this brings 
us to our second lesson. That the consideration 
of the shortness of the time which may elapse 
between this day and the Day of Death or 
Judgment, should urge us on to "refuse the 
evil and to choose the good/' For we know 
not at what hour God may call us hence by 
death, when the " little while" of our life may 
be closed, when the dark cloud may overshadow 
us, when the grave may shut her mouth upon 
us. Are we ready, prepared, waiting. There 
is one other question which may help us to 
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answer this first. It is this. Supposing we 
knew that to-morrow we should die, what would 
be the effect ? Should we remain tranquil and 
calm, or should we be dismayed, feeling how 
much there was which must be changed before 
it would be possible to think of giving up our 
souls into God's Hands ? If this latter should 
be our case, that sin which we feel should be 
given up is the evil we must eschew at once as 
we value our own souls. " The time is short,'* 
short, how short we know not ; and on the way 
we spend that little while depends all our 
Eternity! In the short space allotted to us, we 
have to do the work which will last for ever, 
to work our Salvation, or, awful to speak it, our 
own Eternal Destruction. 

Shall we not take warning while it is time, 
and make it our first and most earnest endeavour, 
to put from us all that we feel we should fear. 



\. ^ 
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did we know the day we should die ? Besides, 
death is riot all we have to fear if we are in our 
sins ; but after death there is the Judgment, 
and we know not when the Mighty Angel with 
the rainbow crown, shall lift up his hand to 
Heaven, and swear by Him that liveth for ever 
and ever, that there shall be time no longer ! 
O ! the folly it is, when we know this, to put off 
our repentance until it may be too late. 

But we have spoken most of this with regard 
to our own salvation. There is another thought 
to be considered, namely, the Glory of God, 
We are not only to employ the little time we 
have in striving to seek and obtain salvation ; 
we are to be so living as to glorify our God ; 
we are to have our converisation honest before 
the unbelievers, that so, when it pleases God to 
soften their hearts, they may glorify Him on 
account of the good works which they shall 
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behold. It almost makes us weep when we 
think of this, — ^when we think how far from it 
is the conduct of many amongst us, how un- 
mindful we are of God's Glory before those 
who know Him or love Him not, whilst we 
should be so careful for the honour of our dear 
Master, lest we, who are called by His Name, 
bring discredit on His cause. How kind, how 
loving, how discreet, how pure should Christians 
be ; how holy should be our example ! 

"A little while, and He that cometh will 
come, and will not tarry." " A little while, and 
ye shall see Me." Hear our Lord's words, for 
in very truth He will come again. Dare we 
hope that when He does come our hearts will 
rejoice, and our joy no man take from us ? Yes, 
if we be faithful now ; if we remember " the 
time is short" and make ready, because we know 
not when the Lord shall come. 
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May He give us grace to lie enabled to pray 
from our inmost souls, with hearts pure and 
true, " Even so, Comey Lord Jesus !" Amen. 



83 
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THE WILL. 

« Of His Own Wm begat He us with the Word of Truth." 

S, James i. 18. 



XATHY IS it that when we speak of wilfulness 
we generally mean that something is 
wrong ? Why is it that if we describe a person 
as wilful, or speak of a wilful child, we intend 
to express that such are stubborn, obstinate, 
and determined on having their own way, and 
on following their own perverse inclinations ? 
Why should being full of will, for the most 
part, necessarily show a dangerous or bad dis- 
position 2 
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The answer to these questions lies deep down 
in the very root of our nature. We must go 
back to the once fair and happy Garden of Eden 
to find it out, and see how, by the disobedience 
of our first parents, Adam and Eve, all our 
wills and affections became, by inheritance, in 
the words of the Collect, " unruly.'* 

Before that sad time of the Fall, the will of 
man was at one with God's Will ; but when he 
was tried, when the choice was set before him, 
as it were, whether he would be faithful to his 
God, or listen to the promptings of Satan, he 
chose the evil and refused the good, — ^he fell, 
and with him all the human race. He might 
have withstood that temptation, and then who 
can tell how beautiful, and bright, and pure the 
will of man would have shone in the sight of 
God ? Then it would have been a pure, yet 
/ried will, — 3, will found stedfast, in spite of 
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temptation, and that in a world wherein, though 
temptation had entered, sin had never come, 
^ut he fell, and now, to be full of will, is or- 
dinarily to be wilful, obstinate, and unruly, for 
we are all, by nature, very far gone from original 
righteousness, and of our own nature inclined 
to evil. How, then, shall all this be set right ? 
How shall the wound be healed, how shall the 
disease be cured ? 

Thanks be to God ! . Christ came to be the 
Second Adam, to undo what our first parent 
had done. Christ came as man, to obey God 
with a perfect obedience, to do what Adam 
should have done. He came and was tempted, 
yet sinned not; the choice was put likewise 
before Him, and He refused the evil and chose 
the good. By Him, through regeneration and 
faith, we inherit righteousness, as from Adam 
we inherit sin. 
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And here we come to the teaching of the text^ 
and see how, through the obedience of Christy 
« The Word of Truth," and through faith in 
Him, we are begotteti of the Father to be once 
more His children. 

In the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, through 
Christ, by the operation of the Blessed Spirit, 
we are born again in Christ Jesus, and thus 
enter into that relationship with Him, which 
makes us partakers of His Divine nature. " For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive." We must, however, remember 
that Holy Baptism does not force us to live as 
God's children should live ; it only gives us the 
power. Just as in Adam's case; before the 
Fall, he was not forced to live according to the 
Will of God, but had, at the time of his tempta- 
tion, his free choice. So still, God will have it 
so. He leaves us to choose^ And what a choice L 
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The choice of God as our Master or Satan ; the 
choice of good or evil ; of the sweet or the 
bitter ; of misery or happiness ; the companion- 
ship of saints and angels, and "just men made 
perfect," or the company of evil spirits, of lost 
sinners, and the loathsome atmosphere of sin, 
for ever and for ever ! Yes, our choice is really 
the choice between Heaven and Hell. 

And now let lis, for a few moments, consider 
another part of our subject. We have spoken 
of the will of man, let us further consider, with . 
deepest reverence, what is the Will of God, for 
it is this Will which is brought before us in the 
text, and which should be our only Pattern in 
all things. 

One might have thought that there would 
be no difficulty in touching the hearts of sinners 
through the power of the Love of God, when 
we consider what " His Will" is towards us. 

s 
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We were lost in the guilt of original sin, and ia 
the practice of actual sin, and yet, God looking 
on us, had mercy, and willed our salvation. 
Willed that there should be a Way by which 
we could return to Him ; and He made His 
beloved Son that Way. He sent Him before 
us to lead us back again to love and holiness. 
And Jesus trod all the toilsome road from 
Bethlehem to Calvary, printing this earth 
with fiis Holy Footsteps, that we might follow 
in themr He poured out His Precious Blood 
for us, that He might undo what our sin had 
done. 

Yet men rejected Him, men reject Him now. 
They would indeed gladly escape Hell, but they 
^re not willing to gain Heaven, because it can- 
not be gained by merely knowing all this about 
Jesus. It is the Will of God that we should 
believe in Him, and follow Him in the path of 
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^^ Holiness, without which, no man shall see the 
Lord." And this is what human nature rebels 
against. Even though it knows the conse- 
quences, it will not choose God and holiness. 
It knows the consequences ; yes, for this is cer- 
tain, Heaven and Hell are inevitable, one or 
the other must be the portion of every one of 
us. O, while it is called " To-day," harden not 
your hearts ! Make the choice, " choose life," 
throw yourself at the foot of the Cross, agonize 
there, until Jesus has given you grace to make 
your choice for ever. In this, be full of will^ 
strengthen yourself to pray, determine never to 
cease, until you have obtained this gift of God, 
this priceless gift, of a will determined to do 
God's Will. If you thus set your face like a 
flint you shall not be ashamed. No, never; 
neither here, nor in Eternity. 

Only ask this gift of God, from Whom alone 

S 2 
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comes every good and every perfect gift ; let us 
beg of Him the aid of that Holy Spirit, to 
whohi we are pointed in the Grospel, as the 
Guide to all Truth, that, through His grace, we 
may persevere unto the end, and be found at 
the last, amongst those who have been faithful 
unto death, even amongst those who have 
"^^ overcame the Wicked One," and have fulfilled 
the Will of their God. 



^ 
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THE MIRROR OF THE WORD. 



**Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
your own selves." — S. James i. 22. 



A LL during the time between Easter Day 
and Ascension-tide, our Lord was living 
on earth His Resurrection' Life. Full of 
mystery, and calm thought, and wondrous dig* 
nity, and heavenly teaching, were those forty 
days, during which He instructed His disciples, 
speaking to them " the things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God." And how have we spent 
our portion of these forty days since Easter ? 
They are now rapidly drawing to a close. The 
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waming has already sounded in bur ears that 
our Blessed Lord is about to leave us; it is 
this week expected. We too have been study- 
ing and listening to " the things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God." What remains to us ? 
The next time we meet we shall celebrate our 
Lord's wondrous Ascension into Heaven. 

What, then, is this week's warning voice, ere 
these forty days have passed away ? What 
does Jesus say to us, through the Word, and 
through His Church, ere He leaves us ? " Be 
ye doers of the Word." " Ye have heard, ye 
have read, but what will it profit you unless ye 
do?'' "Be ye doers of the Word, and not 
hearers only." " For if ye think to hear is 
sufficient, ye deceive your own selves." " I leave 
you work to do when I am gone ; I leave you 
My work to do on earth ; and to this end I will 
send you My Spirit, to strengthen and to help 
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you," and as for all else, " Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full;" for though, 
"In the world ye shall have tribulation," yet, 
" Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

And how shall we know the work whidi 
Christ has left us to do ; where shall we find it 
declared to us ? Is it not to be seen in The 
Mirror of the Word? 

In Holy Scripture we see, if we look atten- 
tively, the revelation of God's Will for us, and 
of His perfect knowledge of us, and of all our 
needs. We see there, as in a glass, our, own 
exact image, as S. James writes in the Epistle 
for the week. All this is conststntly being 
proved to us. 

Who ever studies the Word of God without 
finding his own likeness there ? To how many 
souls is it not daily speaking in silent conviction, 
" Thou art the man ?" But this will not avail 
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US anything, unless we set about performing' 
whatever the Word has convinced us of, as our 
duty. What will it profit the dishon.est man to 
see, by the study of God's Commandments, that 
he is a grievous sinner, and under the wrath of 
God, because God hates and forbids all stealing, 
all over-reaching, all fraud, unless, when such an 
• one is convinced of this, he goes still further, 
and sees and embraces the next word, " Let 
him that stole steal no more?'* And we might 
say the same in turn of all sin. The sight and 
knowledge of it will profit us nothing, unless 
we leave our sin, and cleave to God's Com- 
mandments. " Be ye doers of the Word." 

And now what is the special lesson for us 
this week ?" The Collect seems to speak the 
same language as the text, praying that we may 
not only think good thoughts, but may, by God's 
grace, go further, and act out or " perform the 
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same." And as if this consideration must bring 
us to a sense of our own need, the Gospel holds 
out to us the certain promise of help, if we ask 
the Father anything in the Name of Jesus. 
While the Epistle puts before us a summary of 
what our practice should be, telling us how we 
should keep ourselves pure from the taint of 
this world, and be filled with fervent charity 
towards those in affliction. 

" Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, — To visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world." We should, perhaps, 
have thought this task, or direction, an easy one, 
if it had not been for the latter words of the 
text we have just quoted. Many, with naturally 
kind hearts, might be found ready, gladly to visit 
the afflicted. But when we are told that, added 
to this, we must be pure, " unspotted," that we 
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are to be in the world, yet not of it, that we are 
to use but not abuse it, seeing that it passeth 
away and eternity follows, then this text goes 
to the foundations of our life, and is, as it were, 
the Eye of God about our path and about our 
bed, spying out all our ways. 

O ! to be unspotted from the world, to live 
amongst sin, undefiled ; surrounded by want of 
charity, and still loving; encompassed by the 
unbelieving, and yet faithful ; amongst the 
wanton and reckless, and still pure and tem- 
perate, and obedient to the law of God; still 
taking up our cross daily in the footsteps of 
Jesus, — this is the life of a saint. Yes, even 
so ; yet to this we are all called, — all to be 
** unspotted," all to be full of love. 

Think not because you may be poor, that you 
are free from this command. There is one con- 
dition of entrance into glory for rich and poor 
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alike — ^it is Holiness \ there is one sign of life 
before God for rich and poor alike — ^it is Love. 
Are you holy persons, or even striving to be so, 
are you loving ? 

What are you doing for the afflicted around 
you ? You know, however afflicted you may 
be, however poor, there may be some more 
needy, more suffering still. 

For all there is some opportunity of loving 
ministry, something you can do for those more 
afflicted than yourself If you have no money 
to give, you have your time, your sympathy^ 
here and there a kind look, a loving word, 
a tender office of charity, and these we all 
know are amongst the most precious gifts we 
can receive in trouble. Those who have 
known what sickness is, remember full well how 
a kindly visit, the loan of a book, a few flowers, 
a loving word, would brighten a long and weary 
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day. Yes, even a loving smile, from a pure 
heart of charity, may teach some soul brought 
very low, the mercy and loving-kindness of God. 
And the poor sufferer may be strengthened and 
cheered with the thought, " If they can be so 
kind to me, may I not then trust in the mercy 
and in the love of God ?" 

Happy are they who have been permitted to 
lead even one soul thus to speak, who have in 
any way been suffered to minister to their Lord 
in His sick and afflicted people ; He will count 
it as done unto Himself. 

What then are we doing ? Around us all 
are souls to be saved, work for God, fields 
white unto the harvest, the sick, the afflicted, 
the weary, the stranger, the widow, the orphan. 
What are we all doing for them ? I once 
arrived at a pretty village in the country, and 
on looking out of my window, I saw a funeral 
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Starting slowly from one of the houses, to the 
little churchyard, about a mile or so distant. 
Every one in the village to whom I spoke 
seemed to be mourning. All appeared to have 
lost a friend. They told me that she who, was 
taken from them was a help to all that stood in 
need ; that it mattered not where there was 
sickness or trouble, she was sure to be there 
with whatever aid she could bring, and yet, 
when I came to enquire, she was just one of 
the simple villagers, whose heart God had 
touched, one of themselves, who had gone in 
and out amongst her neighbours, and had been 
a blessing to all. And why should it not be 
so, according to our power, with each one of us ? 
Who would not long to tread such a path of 
loving ministry, and to be thus numbered among 
the Saints of God. " Pure religion, and un- 
defiled before God and the Father, is this,—' 
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To visit the fatherless and widows in thdr 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world." " They that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars for 
ever and ever!" 



m 






THE TWOFOLD CHARGE. 



" Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you ; and ye shall be witness unto Me." — The AcU i. 8. 



T^HESE are amongst the last words our 
Saviour Christ uttered, before He was 
taken from His disciples into Heaven. They 
seem in a striking manner to combine some- 
what of the teaching of the twofold charge, 
which He likewise gave to them just before 
His Ascension, namely, His command to them 
to "wait for the promise of the Father," and 
His charge "Go ye into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature." 
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What treasured words are these, spoken 
about the time of that last walk to Bethany, 
during those latest hours of our dear Lord's 
sojourn upon earth. He chose Bethany from 
whence to ascend to His Father. That quiet 
spot, which He had so often hallowed by His 
Presence, and where He loved to rest awhile, 
during His ministry, with Martha, and Mary, 
and Lazarus. There, in that seclusion, He 
ascended into Heaven, and took leave of His 
beloved followers. What a lesson for us ! 
What an example of holy retirement, and with- 
drawal from the world! May not all this well 
teach us, that in such quietude, for the most 
part, we win our greatest victories, and that it 
is in such calm and stillness, that the best fruits 
of our lives are gathered, the ripest and most 
golden grain, to be laid up in the eternal store- 
house ! 
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And now, when the disciples had been parted 
from their Lord, what was their first duty ? 
To " Wait.'' And what is ours ? As then, so 
now, until the Day of Pentecost, this is the wait- 
ing-time of the Church. 0\ how earnest 
should our prayers be at this season, that the 
blessed Spirit muay be given once more, to the 
whole Church of God, in fullest measure, that 
every faithful soul may be refreshed and re- 
newed, and that by His Holy influence, the 
wanderers may be brought back, the world con- 
vinced of sin, the ungodly moved to repent- 
ance ! 

But there was another part of our Blessed 
Lord's charge, which we have before briefly 
mentioned. It was this, — " Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to ev^ry creature." 
The disciples were not to be idle, when once 
endued with power from on high ; but in the 

T 
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Strength of the Divine energy, were to spend 
and to be spent for God, being in all places, 
even to the uttermost parts of the earth, " wit- 
nesses" for their Lord. 

And it is so now. We are to tarry a while, 
as it were, in our Jerusalem, the Church of God, 
waiting and praying for a fresh out-pouring of 
the Spirit, and then, with renewed earnestness, 
the whole Church, and we, individually, are to 
go forth and do battle for the Lord. 

Not only are His ministers Christ's 
chosen witnesses, but every member of His 
Church has a part in this testimony for Jesus. 
We are not speaking to-day of the missionary 
labours in distant lands, incumbent upon all 
Christians to be carried out, either in actual ser* 
viccj or by almsgiving for the purpose, or by 
prayers for the success of mission labours, or 
may be, by all of these ; but we speak of the 
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truth, that wherever we are, in whatever cir- 
cumstances we are to witness for Christ. To 
prove, that is, by our words and deeds, in all 
times and places, to whom we belong, what is 
the religion of Jesus, what effect it has upon all 
we do, and say, and think. 

First, at home. There is the great test. 
Some people find it easier to be holy, as they 
think, anywhere rather than at home. Home 
restraints fret them and are irksome They 
long to be free from them, and fancy they could 
live better away from the station in which God 
has placed them ; and thus it sometimes happens 
that they who make a special profession of re- 
ligion, are the least likely in their families to 
glorify God. Yet depend upon it, whatever 
your future calling may be, home, while you are 
there, should be the holiest place, where you 
are the most witnessing for Jesus, by bearing 

T 2 
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patiently what is trying, and endeavouring to 
turn it all to His glory. 

Then, secondly, there is the witness we should 
bear amongst others, in our daily walk, apart 
from our immediate home circle. Are we quite 
consistent ; are we, when abroad, always what 
we are at home, as careful, as religious, as freely 
confessing ourselves on the Lord s side ? 
O ! that we were more brave, more loyal in our 
service to Christ. O ! that we so loved H im 
that we could not fail to be faithful. 

And now let us consider what should be our 
abiding temper of mind, whether in waiting or 
in watching. The spirit of the Collect explains 
this. We are not to be of this world. Our Lord 
is no longer here in His natural bodily Presence, 
yet, nevertheless. He is our Life! He is no longer 
here, yet He should be our Treasure. Where^ 
then, is He ? where should our hearts be but. 
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with Him in Heaven ? Our conversation 
should be there, our hopes there, our affections 
there. Do you not think it was so with the 
disciples, when they gazed up into Heaven 
from the mountain, and caught the last glimpse 
of those sacred, yet pierced Hands, spread 
forth in Benediction, and those Feet, with the 
Wound-Prints, as they entered into the cloud. 
Do you not think that at that moment the dis- 
ciples' hearts were more in Heaven than on the 
earth ? And it is this spirit we are to endeavour 
after, even when going about our common 
duties. 

We cannot, any more than the first disciples 
could, be ever gazing into Heaven, ever on the 
mountain, ever in acts of devotion, as it is 
generally understood. You know they were 
recalled from that vision of glory by the voice 
of the angel, and they had to fulfil their ascended 
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Saviour s charge, " Watt,'* and " Go ye,'* being 
sustained by the promise of the Coming of the 
Lord. " This same Jestis, which is taken up from 
you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into Heaven." Then 
they returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and 
were continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God. Thus they waited for the 
Promise of the Father, even for that Gift of God 
which would enable them to live as those whose 
hearts and conversation were still in Heaven, 
and to witness unto all men the power of the 
Grace of God. Let us also wait, and then go 
and do likewise. Amen. 



8B 
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THE CRY OF THE CHURCH. 



Watch unto prayer." — i S, Peter iv. 7. 



\\7E spoke last time we met together, of thisr 
being the waiting time of the Church. 
To-day, we will speak of one of the ways in 
which we should spend that time, namely, in 
earnest, quiet supplication, looking for, and ex- 
pecting a blessing. *' Watch unto prayer." 
What a beautiful thought these words give us ! 
They seem to imply, in our present circum- 
stances, something like this, — " The Lord has 
gone. He has left us. He said He must do so, 
and that it was expedient that He should go 
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away, but He promised us a Comforter, a 
Blessed Presence, which, though unseen, should 
be ever with us, and should be our Guide. 
And how can we rest until He comes! We 
must cry earnestly to our dear Lord Who has 
left us, to the Father, the God of all comfort, to 
send us this Blessed Spirit — to the Blessed 
Spirit Himself, that He may again come to 
us, and abide with us for ever. While others 
disbelieve or cavil at His Words, we will be- 
lieve the promise of JesUs, and "Watch unto 
prayer," while the world slumbers in careless- 
ness and sin, we will arise and pray ; while it 
passed heedlessly by, we will be sober and 
stedfast in supplication, for He has promised, 
and will He not surely perforiti it.'^" 

And now, what cry does the Church this 
week put into our mouths ? " O God the 
King of Glory, who hast exalted Thine only 
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Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto Thy 
Kingdom in Heaven ; We beseech Thee, leave 
us not comfortless ; but send to us Thine H )ly 
Ghost to comfort us." This is the first part of 
her petition. Are we striving to enter into her 
spirit ? Are we endeavouring, at this holy 
season, to obtain for ourselves and others a 
larger portion of God's Blessed Spirit ? 

Think what His office is as revealed tcr us in 
the Gospel. He is the Comforter, the Spirit 
of Truth, the Convincer of Sin, the Guide, the 
Testifier of Jesus. And is He, then, not 
needed now, as much as He was then ? 

We, like the disciples, are still without the 
visible Presence of the Lord. All around us 
are sorrow, false doctrine, wandering souls, 
unbelief! Do we not, then, need Him in all 
His offices of grace ? Think what a difference 
it might make in this village alone, if any two 



282 PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 

or three would agree together, to pray in Jesus' 
Name for a fresh outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost. Think of the promise "If two of you 
shall agree on earth, as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in Heaven." " If ye, then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask Him" — and take courage, sparing 
all the time you can give for this holy work, for 
yourselves, and for others. But there is a 
second part to the Church's cry this week. In 
the Collect we pray, not only for the Blessed 
Spirit, but that God would " exalt us unto the 
same place, whither our Saviour Christ is gone 
before." We must understand this in two 
ways. First, we here pray for a mind, a heart, 
a conversation in Heavenly places now; and 
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secondly, we ask for our final consummatioJi 
and bliss eternally in Heaven. How needful 
are both these prayers ! If we put them into 
other words, we might say, that here we ask 
for Heavenly-mindedness, and for Perseverance 
to the end of our Christian warfare. 

Perhaps one of the greatest helps towards 
the former — I mean Heavenly-mindedness — is 
to contemplate Jesus in His ascended Life. We 
have thought of Him in His Risen Life, let us 
follow Him in thought within the Golden Gates 
of Glory. We are told very little about Him 
there, but this much we know. Our dear Lord, 
after all the sorrows of His life on earth, hath 
ascended into Heaven, and is exalted unto the 
Right Hand of the Father. He is, where 
already is, no sin, but where all is pure, and 
bright, and glorious. He is surrounded by all 
the company of Heaven, of Angels, and Arch- 
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angels. Above all, He is for ever and ever in 
the unveiled Presence of the Father, and in the 
fulness of joy which that Presence brings. 

He Who for our sakes came down from 
Heaven, has returned with great triumph to His 
Father's House, and dwells for ever in theEternal 
Love from whence He sprang. And remember 
He is there, in our flesh, after our likeness. 
He is there,, and for what ? " He ever liveth 
to make intercession for us," and " is able to 
save to the uttermost them that come unto God 
by Him." See, then, what our life should be, 
not only a crucified, a buried, a risen life, but 
more, far more, even an ascended life! And 
what are we ? In what degree are we like 
this ? How closely are we following our Lord 
in His complete triumph over the power of sin, 
in His life of perfect purity, in His constant 
dwel.ing in the presence of God, in the Holy 
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companionship around Him, in His unceasing 
intercession for others ? O, let us meditate on 
these things, and see in what we can make our 
lives at this time, and always more like His. 
Especially, let us endeavour to be more fervent 
in supplication, and instant in prayer, giving up 
ourselves entirely, at least sometimes, to inter- 
cessory prayer for others, remembering His 
example, who " ever liveth" for this very thing. 

So will our lives become more like His, more 
Heavenly-minded, more unselfish. 

But now comes our last thought in to-day's 
lesson. We ask, not only in the Collect for 
this Heavenly conversation whilst here below, 
but that we may be exalted to the same place 
whither our Saviour Christ is gone before. 
Now, if we are exalted there, it will not be only 
in mind and spirit, but in bodily form, ourselves 
will be in glory as Jesus is. And for this, per- 
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severance in faith and good lives, in holy deeds 
and Heavenly-mindedness, is absolutely need- 
ful, and that even unto The End. What will 
it profit us, at the last day, that we once ran 
well, unless we persevere in doing so unto the 
end. It is not what we once were that will 
then avail us, not even what we wished to be, 
but what we are. Verily, then, " The end of 
all things is at hand; be ye, thereforCj sober, 
and watch unto prayer." 



SB 
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THE DOUBLE WITNESS. 



** But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in My Name, He shall teach you all things." 
— ^S. John xiv. 26. 



T^HERE seem to be two especial lessons for 
us in the Collect for this week, namely, 
the need of a right judgment in all things, and 
of joy in the Holy Ghost. There cannot be a 
greater proof of the Indwelling of the Blessed 
Spirit than this Double Witness, namely, the 
power to judge rightly, and the abiding Presence 
of the Peace of God. But the first, the power 
to judge rightly, must not be confounded with 
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the good judgment and common sense which we 
ordinarily make mention of. 

Inestimable as these natural gifts are in our 
every day lives, and rarely to be met with, 
neither of them is that good gift which we are 
now considering, though they form a foundation 
on which the Blessed Spirit loves to work, and 
upon which He delights to build up His higher 
gifts of gprace. The " right Judgment" spoken 
of in the Collect, goes far beyond that which is 
natural to us, for being of the Spirit, it can dis- 
cern things spiritual, and can decide rightly, 
where a natural good judgment would be at 
fault, ever coming to conclusions in accordance 
with God's Will, and with Ciod's judgments, 
and viewing all things in the light of His Holy 
Word. 

Perhaps we can scarcely realize how earnestly 
we should pray this prayer, this Collect of the 
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Week. The grace we seek therein affects all 
our lives, every action of our daily walk. Think 
how much evil there is in the world from wrong 
judgments, from lack of this Heavenly wisdom. 
How many well-meaning persons bring dis- 
honour on the cause of Christ, not only from 
sin and evil-doing, but from want of right judg- 
ment. Think again, how much sin arises from 
our minds not being in accordance with God s 
Mind, from our spirit being contrary to His 
Spirit, our judgments set against His Judg- 
ments. 

What a need of knowledge in Heavenly 
things all this shews to us, that we may be able 
to discern between the evil and the good. 
St. James writes on this subject very earnestly. 
He says, " If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God that giveth to all men liberally and up- 
braideth not . . . But let him ask in faith, no- 

u 
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thing wavering." How beautiful are these 
words ! We know that sometimes, when any 
are weak and foolish in their dealings with 
others, the unthinking and careless, treat such 
with impatience or disdain. Not so our 
Heavenly Father; He has compassion upon 
our infirmities, whether mental or bodily, and 
when we confess them to Him in prayer. He 
'' upbraideth Ttot!' 

Our Church, in her Office for Confirmation, 
prays for her children that they may receive 
this gift of wisdom, asking for them " the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding, the sprrit of 
counsel, the spirit of knowledge." So that we 
see, both from God s Word and from the tes- 
timony of the Church, how needful is a right 
judgment, and how, since it can only be obtained 
of God, it is a gift we must earnestly seek of 
Wim, Who in the Name of Jesus at the first, 
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sent forth the Holy Ghost, as we read in th^ 
text, and Who, for the sake of that same Name, 
will again send Him forth to every seeking soul, 
that He may teach them " all things ^ 

But in the text we read of the Blessed Spirit 
as not only instructing us, but as being the 
Comforter ; and this brings us to the second 
part of our subject, and that to which the True 
Wisdom will ever lead us, — I mean Joy and 
Peace in the Holy Ghost. 

In the Collect we pray, ** Grant us by the 
same Spirit . . . evermore to rejoice in His 
Holy Comfort." This Blessing of Peace, 
which we have before spoken of, as so necessary, 
in order to enable us to run the way of God's 
commandments, is mentioned in the Gospel for 
the week, and is likewise an especial witness to 
the Spirit's work in our hearts. Our Blessed 
Lord, in the passage before us, breaks forth in 

u 2 
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words of deepest tenderness and comfort, — 
*' Peace I leave with you ; My Peace I give 
unto you." And it is this gift which we to-day 
so earnestly seek, — ^that in-dwelling of the Spirit 
which enables us to have comfort in all trouble, 
quiet in unrest, trust in perplexity. It is this 
which the Church knows well we must have, if 
we are to be her children in much fruit-bearing, 
and therefore, she is continually dispensing it, in 
all her various offices, to those whose hearts are 
prepared to receive it. To all, as Jesus did, 
she offers " The Peace of God." There is no 
doubt that as Christians we ought to have this 
gift abiding with us ; we ought to be so set free 
from care, as to be at rest. 

" Be careful for nothing," saith St. Paul, " but 
in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God, and the Peace of God shall rule in 



PLAIN CHURCH TEACHING. 2g^ 

your hearts, to the which also ye are called." 
This is a description of what we should be ; 
yet how few are thus set free ! How many 
have just sufficient religion to make them un- 
easy ; how few sufficient to make them really 
happy ! Yet how light-hearted, how joj^ul, 
how happy, how calm and quiet withal, should 
a Christian be, — one in whom " The Peace of 
God " ru/es / 

Let us earnestly seek to be, as the first 
Christians were, ''filled with the Holy Ghost," 
as recorded in the Epistle for the week, and as 
we are elsewhere exhorted, " Be filled with the 
Spirit," that Holy Spirit of Truth, Who can and 
will, guide all those who truly seek Him, into all 
truth, Who will strengthen their weakness, and 
fill them with wisdom and with Peace. 

This is that spirit whom the world cannot re- 
ceive now, any more than it could on the great 
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Day of Pentecost, when His wonderful descent 
was first made known. Even the " devout 
men," gathered together in Jerusalem, seemed 
to be in doubt, saying, " What meaneth this ? " 
whilst " others mocking said, these men are full 
new wine." Nevertheless, this was that day 
foretold by the Prophet, " I will pour out of My 
Spirit upon all flesh." Pray we then earnestly 
the prayer of the Collect, and let us add thereto, 
those beautiful words of our Church, breathed 
over us, when in our early youth, we each gave 
ourselves up afresh, to the Holy Spirit's guid- 
ance and service. " Defend, O Lord, us Thy 
children with Thy Heavenly grace, that we 
may continue Thine for ever ; and daily increase 
in Thy Holy Spirit more and more, until we 
come unto Thy everlasting kingdom. Amen." 



Monttt^ in Mhiimn Mttk 

THE LIGHT OF THE SPIRIT. 



" The gift of the Holy GhosV— The Ac^s x. 45. 



T N our last Reading we took what seemed to 
us, the most striking portion of the Collect, 
for our meditation ; but as we have the same 
prayer repeated, during all the three special 
services of this week, we will now notice another 
point connected with the Church Teaching for 
the Monday in Whitsuntide. 

" The gift of the Holy Ghost" was wondrous 
and manifold. How can we express all implied 
in these words ! In the beautiful hymn we 
often sing, the lines, 
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" And every virtue we possess, 
And eyery conquest won, 
' And every thought of holiness 

Are His alone." 

in some measure unfold the mystery, yet we 
fail to grasp the full meaning. I say we fail, 
because, surely, if we did in any due degree un- 
derstand, that we really owe every good move- 
ment within us, to the Spirit of God, we should 
be more earnest in our prayers for His In- 
dwelling Presence, more fervent and persever- 
ing in our cries to Him, that He would come 
and be our Light, now and for ever. Our LighL 
In the first part of the Collect we read that God 
as at this time was the Teacher of His people 
by the sending to them the Light of His Holy 
Spirit. It is very beautiful to notice how, all 
through Whitsuntide, we seem to be shewn 
very strikingly, the agreement and oneness of 
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the work of the Blessed Three in One, for the 
salvation of men. Our Blessed Lord revealed 
the Holy Ghost to His disciples as the Teacher 
of His. people. 

In the Collect the Father is spoken of as 
teaching us by His Spirit. " Jesus said, I am 
the Light of the world ;" and in the Collect we 
read of the Light of the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
came a Light to lighten the Gentiles, and in 
the Epistle for to-day we read, that "they of 
the Circumcision were astonished . . . because 
that on the Gentiles also was poured out the 
gift of the Holy Ghost." 

God sent His Son 'to be the Saviour of all 
that believe on Him, as we read in the Gospel, 
and we know that He will give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him. The Son of God came 
into the world as the free Gift of God, as the 
" unspeakable Gift ;" and when the Holy Spirit 
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came, He came as "the gift of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Now why was it necessary, that the Holy 
Spirit should come, — ^as the Light ? Do you 
not remember that once before, long ago, when 
" the earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep," " the 
Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters," " and God said let there be light, and 
there was light ?" Now, no darkness that 
was then spread over the uncreated universe, 
can be compared to the thick shades which sin 
spreads over our souls ; and, as then, none but 
the Spirit of God can dispel the gloom. The 
baptized and unbaptized alike, need His Saving 
Light. The baptized, for the most part, that 
they may see wherein they have erred and 
strayed, and may return and amend ; the im- 
baptized, that they may see their lost condition, 
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and hasten forward to bathe in the Foun- 
tain, over which the Blessed Spirit is ever 
hovering. 

And how do we feel when we regard the 
Holy Spirit of God in the character of a Light ? 
Do we thankfully accept Him in this character ? 
Do we love the Light ? Do we bring our 
whole selves to Him, as it were, that the rays 
of His Brightness may fall upon us, that so we 
may know how we stand with Him, and that 
we may alike be purified, cheered, renewed ? 
Or do we fear Him, — ^fear His all-searching 
Flame, — ^fear seeing what we are,— fear coming 
to the Light ? If so, we are in great danger of 
the condemnation of those, spoken of in the 
Gospel, who " loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil." But let it not 
be so with us. Remember how our Lord " ever 
liveth to make intercession for us," and how the 
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Blessed Spirit Himself intercedes for us " with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." 

Can you resist such Love, such longing that 
you may be saved, — ^such intense yearning over 
you, — such agreeing together of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost for your salvation ? 
Let us come to the Light ; let us be " of the 
Truth," that is, determined to turn away from 
sin, determined to confess all we have done 
wrong, determined heartily to amend. Then, 
at last, we may attain to that happy number, 
who, having run the way of God's Command- 
ments, and having persevered unto the end, may 
come fearlessly and joyfully into the Presence 
of their Lord, for that their deeds are made 
manifest by the Light of His Countenance 
" that they are wrought in God." 



^uesbn]) in MhitBun Mttk. 

THE DOOR OF THE SHEEP. 



" In the Name of the Lord Jesus." — The Ads viii. 16. 



1X7 E have considered at length, oiie by one, 
during this season of Whitsuntide, all 
the main points of the teaching of the Collect 
for the week, excepting one, to which to-day we 
have come, namely, the exceeding virtue of the 
Holy Name, the merits of the Lord Jesus. 

We speak in the Collect of the Father, of the 
Blessed Light of the Spirit, of His gifts of 
Wisdom and Peace, but at the close we find 
there is only One Way in which we can ap- 
proach God, — only One Door through which 
we can enter into the possession of these good 
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things, — only One Name in which we may dare 
to ask blessing of Him, even the " Name of 
the Lord Jesus" — " the Name above every 
name." 

A holy man in our own Church, speaks of 
this Name, as that which sanctifies all our daily 
work, if we do it for Jesus' sake, " as to the 
Lord and not unto men." He speaks of it as 
that "which turneth all to gold," and shows 
how the poorest servant, who but " sweeps 
a room," and does her work well, because she 
knows it to be her duty in the sight of God, 
makes her calling, by His grace, a " Divine" 
and noble thing. " Whatsoever ye do, do all 
in the Name of the Lord Jesus." 

How different would our lives be, if we could 
grasp the full meaning of these words, if we did 
all things " to the glory of God !" How wooild 
it sanctify our common duties, and raise them 
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up from earth to Heaven ! But, besides doing 
all things in Jesus' Name, we are taught this 
week to see how every Blessing from Heaven 
flows to us, only by and through Him ; even 
the gift of the Holy Ghost could not be bestowed, 
until Jesus had led captivity captive, — until He 
had departed, in order to send down this Gift of 
gifts upon His Church. So it is in everything. 
We must pray in His Name alone, and for His 
Sake alone are we heard. As we have before 
seen, from the first, it is only through Him we 
are made God's children. In Holy Baptism, 
and at all times, He alone is the Door through 
which we. enter the Heavenly Kingdom. This 
is spoken of very fully in the Gospel for to-day, 
by our Blessed Lord Himself, He Who Him- 
self is " The Way, the Truth, and the Life," 
through Whom alone any man cometh unto the 
Father. He declares that any man seeking to 
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enter the Kingdom but by Him, "is a thieifand 
a robber." And so indeed is it, for such rob 
God of His glory, Jesus of the travail of His 
Soul, and the Blessed Spirit, of hearts intended 
to be His Temple. Thieves are they, taking 
away God's Honour, setting at nought His Sal- 
vation, despising the Great Price, paid on the 
Cross, for their redemption. 

How is it with us ? Are we quite sure wc 
are hanging on our Blessed Lord only for Life ? 
Can we say with the Psalmist, " My soul hangeth 
upon TAee f " upon Thee Thyself, O Lord, and 
upon nought else. " Whom have I in Heaven 
but Thee, and there is none upon earth that 
I desire in comparison of Thee." „" My flesh 
and my heart faileth, but God is the strength 
of my heart and my portion for ever." If we 
can say this, with an honest and true heart, 
happy are we, hidden for ever safe from the 
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blast and the storm, within the shelter of the 
Riven Rock of Ages, even in His Wounded 
Side, the Sacred Heart, pierced on Calvary 
for us. 

There are many ways by which we may de- 
part from this safe Hiding Place ; perhaps 
more ways than we at first think of Nothing 
is easier than for us, almost unwittingly, to be 
trusting in something apart from Jesus. Some 
may be most tempted to trust to their good 
works to save them, but this is in every way 
a grievous mistake, since none can do works 
good in God's sight, until they have placed their 
sole Hope for Salvation in Jesus. Jesus on the 
Cross, Jesus in His Church, and through His 
Sacraments, is alone our true Entrance into the 
Kingdom, — ^the Source of our pardon, renewal, 
and sustenance therein, — our very Meat and 
Drink through life, — our Hope in Death, — our 

X 
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Entrance into the Kingdom of Glory, — our 
Eternal Reward. This being so, our good 
works, as anything to trust in, are " as filthy 
rags," but, in Him, they are as jewels, shining 
in the robe of holiness, which He loves that 
we should weave, and for which He has given 
us all materials, all opportunity, all grace, by 
His Ever-blessed Spirit, that we may glorify 
Him, and He be "admired in His Saints." 

Then there are others who think, perhaps, 
that their sufferings will save them. Others 
are trusting in their position, their intellect, 
their beauty, their riches, their talents. Others 
— and it is to be feared of these there are many — 
think that some/ww they will be saved, without 
doing God's Will, allowing themselves to be 
wholly given up to the every-day business of 
their lives ; their houses, their children, their 
farms, their cattle, will be sufficient excuse for 
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them to neglect the House of God, and all their 

• 

religious duties. What are they trusting in ? 
It is difficult to say, but certainly not in God, 
Who never gives us any labours or cares in such 
a way, as to necessitate our neglect of Him ; 
nay, rather. He hath said. " Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added unto you." Seek 
Him first. There is but a narrow way to Life, 
"and few there be that find it." Jesus is the 
Entrance, and Himself the Way, and on either 
hand that Sacred Pathway of Safety, are Faith 
and Obedience, and the ground on which they 
stand is Love. Along this Path we must all 
travel as pilgrims, if we would reach the end in 
Peace and Joy, and there find our Blessed Lord, 
Who is our Life, waiting to receive and reward 
us. And this reward will be, as we have kept 
the Narrow Way, and as we have clung to the 
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practice of Holy Faith and Obedience, and as 
we have been grounded in Charity. 

Will you not accept our dear Lord's Salva- 
tion, that which He died to win for you ? Will 
you not start at once on the Narrow Way, if 
you have not already done so, and will you not 
walk as pilgrims do ? That is, not looking on 
this world as your rest, your home, but looking 
above for all these things ; travelling, too, with- 
out over-carefulness, as those whose trust and 
treasure is in Heaven, even hid with Christ in 
God, Who came that we might have Life, and 
that we " might have it more abundantly." 
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